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HISTORY OiP ENGLAND 


FROM 

.TIIE PEACE OF UTRECHT. 


CHAPTER LXI. 

The rising ferment in England, atr the close^of 1779 and 
commencement of 1780, was shown in numerous county 
meetings, all tending to Economical Refornt it was 
natural that, at such a period, tills complaints of tho 
people should take that course. Thft-e was a pang in 
contributing to taxes far the prcAecution of the war, 
and receiving no news of triumph in return. Thero 
was a contrast, such as could not fail to strike the least 
observant minds, of the frequently recurring debts upon 
the Civil List with the personal frugality and unostenta¬ 
tious habits of the King. There was a clamour, via just 
one surely, at the •number *of sinecure places estowod 
on undeserving men, — at seeing suddenly c netted so 
many a 8011 or nephew of some but second-rate Minister; 
each <L?cked with some scarce intelligible title, as Cloik 
of th^TPipe, or Clerk of the Pdlls, or one of the Justices 
In Eyre; each enabfed,Wlyder cover of Inis gibberish, to 
draw au ample salary' 

qSuch feelypga, which could not fail to arise in a long 
protracted and as yet inglorious war, were, of course,' 
brightened and inflamed by all the skill of Og^outioiu 
VOL. m B 
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HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 


OHA& LZL 


In the first fortnight of December, 1779, two motions for 
Economical Reform were brought forward in the House 
of Lords; die one by the Duke of Richmond, the second 
by the E^rl of Shelburne. Both were rejected by large 
majorities. But on tho same night as Lord Shelburne’s 
Burkes in the Commons gave notice, that after the Christ¬ 
mas holidays he Vould introduce a Bill on this iifiportant 
subject. At the 9 sdme time Jie also stated the outline of 
his intended measure, and received warm encouragements 
from Fox and othqf of his friends. “I anf just come,” 
said Fox, “ from another place, where the first men in 
“ this kingdom, the first in abilities,#he first in estima¬ 
tion, are now libelling this Hour.” Here, many a 
member may hare, as Fox expected, shown surprise. 
“Yes, I repeat jt,” cried Fox. “Every instance they 
“give — and they"give many and strong instances —fof 
“ uncorrected abuse with regard to public money is a 

“libel on this House.. Every thing they state 

“on the luxuriant growth of corrupt influence — and 
it never was half so flourishing—is a libel on this 
“House.”* 

Richmond and Shelburne, though outvoted, were not 
foiled. The ill success of* the Parliamentary attacks, far 
from checking, rather incited and called forth, the popu¬ 
lar demonstrations, t Before the month of December had 
expired, an important meeting, which Served as a pattern 
to the rot, was held* in the chief town of onr greatest 
county. From a single private room at York there went 
forth with no common strength the cry for Economical 
Reform. There stqod Rockingham and Saviie; there 
erowded in the independent freeholders, notwithstanding 
tho many efforts that were made? by threat or by persua¬ 
sion, to prevent them fxpm ^tending., Such at least was 
the charge brought by the Marquis of Carmarthen, who 
was Lord Lieutenant of the East Riding at the time of 
the meeting, but who, concurring in its object^ wits in 
consequence dismissed from his Lord Liqjite^ancy. t 


* Pari. Hist voL xx. p. 1802. 

f Speech in the House of Lords, February 8. iff 80, Ha 
mntiies the mcar.fr which had been used as M mean, shabby, pUAd, 
“ and unwarrantable.” That very day ha had received the newa of 




GREAT MEETING AT Y01&. 
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J78df 

In spite of dvery exertion to tho contrary, upwards of 
8,000 freeholders signed the county petition agreed upon 
at York,’praying the House of Commons tf> roduce all 
exorbitant emoluments, and abolish all sinecure places. 
Another part of the York proceedings was to appoint a 
Committee of sixty-ono gentlemen to carry on th^neces¬ 
sary correspondence for promoting tffo prayer of the 
petition, and likewise to prepare the glan of a national 
association for Idle same Ajcct, and for “such other 
“measures As might conduce to rc^ore the freedom of 
“ Parliament.” 

The example of York was soon followed by other*, 
shires. MiddleaexVwas the next to meet. And witliin 
a very few weeks, twenty-three more of coir English 
counties, and eleven of our largest cities* or town*, had 
been cconvcnod. In all these there Ifere adopted pe¬ 
titions similar to that of York; in most of them there 
were also named Committees of Correspondence. The 
latter, being far too clearly framed from the precedents 
set by the revolted Colonies, were much disapproved by 
Lord Carmarthen and other moderate men, and were 
dropped accordingly in several oj the counties. Nor, 
indeed, did the petitions for Economical Reform every¬ 
where pass unanimously. Open resistance to their 
prayer was not likely to prevail. Jit was fried with 
very ill success at Huntingdon by* the JGarl oT*Sandwieh. 
But protests, declaring that the wjiole should be left to 
the wisdom of Parliament, were signed by great part of 
the landed gentlemen in many places. — It is to be noted, 
that in all the steps tending to Economical RHbnn both 
branches of the oH Opposition—ftie followers of Lord 
Rockingham an<| the followers of the late Lord Chatham 
-—appear to have cordially concurred. Thus while 
Lord Rockingham*was busy ii£ York, Lord Shelburne 
was no less busy in Buckinghamshire; and Chatham's 
aon»indaw, Lord Mahon, became tho Chairman of tho 
Kent Committee.* _ 

•* * , • 

his dismissal, which no doulft may hare given * keener c4ge to Ins 

epithets. 

* JPor some^if the ulterior proceedings, see in the Appendix to 
Ah volume Lord Shelburne's Letter to Lord Mahon, April 7. 
U8<k 
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The great Yorkshire petition was presented to the 
Commons, on the 8th of February, by the principal 
Yorkshire Qnember, Sir George Savile. On that oc¬ 
casion, as, the forms of the House did not yet prohibit, 
Savile delivered a speech in its support* His slender 
figure 1 and his feeble voice (then especially he was suf¬ 
fering from hoarseness) seomel to expand, andHiis de¬ 
licate frame to gather strength, from the magnitude of 
the interests confided to hh charge; and his brother 
members, preserving an unbroken silence, 'showed him 
all the attention and respect due to a character so up¬ 
right and unsullied. Three days Inter, Burke brought 
forward the motion that he had announced on Econo¬ 
mical Reform. His speech, as shortly afterwards it was 
revised and published by himself may deserve to rank 
among the highest of his oratorical productions. i‘ One 
“ of the ablest speeches I have ever heard, w said X*ord 
North in reply; “ a speech snch as no other member 
“ could have made. 0 Here the brilliant hues of fhney 
impart form and colour even to the dry bones of*financial 
calculation. Here the very details of the Exchequer 
grow amuBjng. Thus lightly, for example, does Burke 
play on the defects of the five lesser sovereign juris¬ 
dictions of the reqlm: “ Ours is not a monarchy' in 
“ strictnosg,; but as«in the Saxon times this chantry was 
“ an heptarchy now it is a strange sort Of pentarchy. 

\ . Cross a brook, and you lose the Sing of England; 

“ but you have some conifOrt in coming again under His 
u Majesty, though shorn of his beams, and no more than 
‘‘ Pnnee of Wales. Go to the north, and you find him 
" dw indled to a Duke of Lancaster; v tuaacr to the west of 
u that north, and he pops upon - you fit, the humble cha- 
** racter of Earl of Chester. Travel a few mfies on, 

** the Earl of Chester disappears, and the Sing surprises 
“ you again as Count Palatine of IsuKusfer* If ftm. 

“ travel beyond Mount Edgecombe you find him once 
“ more in his incognitos 4hd he is Duke of Cornwall. 

“ So that, quite fatigued and. satiated with fcfifc ddft 
w variety, you are infinitely refreshed When yon *tSut® . 
“ to the sphere of his proper splendour, and behold ypjy 
u amiable Sovereign in his true, simple,* Undisgi&fi, , 
“ native character of Mqjesty. 1 * 
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Burke proposed that these five lessor jurisdictions 
should he wholly swept away. M When t£e reason of 
w old establishments is •gone”--thus with the truest 
Conservative, wisdom he spoke on another brahch of his 
subject —“ it is absurd to keep nothing but the (jurthen 
w of them. This js superstitiously to embalm a carca&o 
fi not worth an ounce of the gums that are qsed to 
* ( preserve it." I * 

In the same spirit did dtarke apply himself to the 
abuses in the great departments of tie Royal Household. 
One attempt to correct them, he said, had Jpdood been 
made in the pretent reign. Lord Talbot, as High 
Steward, observing the lavish expense of the King's 
kitchen, ha£ reduced several tables, and put the persons 
entitled to them upon board wages. But* subsequent 
duties requiring constant attendance^ it was not found 
possible to prevent the King's servants being fed wheio 
they were employed* “ And thus unluckily," said Burke, 
" this first step towards economy doubled the expense! ” 
It formed part of the orator’s design, as he explained 
it, not merely, to new model the Jloyal {household, and 
to clear it of its cumbrous qjfice£ but to begulate the 
posts of Paymister of the Forces and Treasurer of the 
Navy, to reduce the profits of the*Audltors of the Ex¬ 
chequer, and to abolish altogether tto BoaTfi of Trade, 
the Civil branch of the Ordnance, and the third Secre¬ 
taryship of State. That Burke’s ideas of reform were as 
yet too extensive, and not sufficiently matured, may be 
asserted on the authority of Burke himself; since, at a 
later period, when •invested with the responsibilities of 
office, and alkfcvid a loiter time for reflection, he thought 

S r to recedl from so large a portion of* his scheme, 
parts, hottefer, have*beet carried into execution 
the happiest effect; and the high statesman-like 
ability, with which Burke, In his speech, pleads for all 
the Rose and temperate'*-* wise, because temperate— 
|)rin«ifiles*on which he argues, is suchi as to claim the 
mpltcareful perusal, add*the most respftjtful mention, so 
|ggig ns the Britkh Parliament or the British people may 
jBndttre. Ye#thls was the man whom the superior genius 
, of Lord John Cavendish, or of the Marquis of Bucking¬ 
ham, did not deem worthy to sit in Cabinet with them. 
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and whom they consigned to a second place! How high 
an office in £he state would Burke have been summoned 
to fill, had either birth or marriage made him even a 
third cousin of His Grace the Duke ofDevonshire! 

The { eloquence of Burke on these mere economical 
details, enlivened, as we see it, by constant pleasantry, 
and enriched from abundant stores of reading, may de¬ 
serve the higher admiration^if it be contrasted with the 
style of common financiers.* Many such jfre found to 
value themselves mainly on their dryness and their 
dulncss. Many such will occur to *lie recollection of 
every man who has sat in the Housed of Commons, even 
for a single Session, as fulfilling to the letter Goldsmith’s 
masterly dolimotion of a self-styled man of business:— 
\Jfe men of biisI.Tess,” says his Mr. Lofty, “ despito the 
moderns; and as for the ancients, we have no time to 
read them. Why, now, here I stand, that know nothing 
of books. I say, Madam, I know nothing of books; 
and yet I believe, upon a land-carriage fishery, a 
4 Stamp-Act, or an Indian Jagliire, I can talk my two 
‘ hours without feoling the want of them.”* 

Lord North, whatever might be his opinion as to many 
points of Burke’s proposal, knew the Strength of the 
popular cu/rent by wjiich it was borne onwards,, and was 
too well skilled in Parliamentary tactics to oppose it 
point-blank. On the contrary, he gave every facility for 
the introduction of Burke’s first Bill (Bnrke had five in 
all), and it waB presented with only one dissentient voice 
— that of Lord George Gordon. In Committee, how¬ 
ever, a great variety 4 of objections wtfre, started and of 
difficulties shown. Several of BiM-ke’s adherents began 
to feel that it was no 8uch 0 easy matter as they had 
thought, with due regard to vested interests, to new- 
model an old and complicated system. The House, by 
degrees, grew wfiary of the subject; and at length, 
towards the close of the Session, the Bill was demolished 
by a side-blow in<€ommittee, Burfte declaring, howdVgr, 

«. « O 

* The “ Goodnaturcd Man,” act ii. There is aija' something; 
most true to nature in Mr.' Lofty's answer to the lady Who ' hud 
quoted to him Waller the poet. “ Waller, Waller, is he of the 
“ House ? * ,. 
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that he should not fail to bring forward tlie same measure 
in the course of the next year. 

It is greatly *to the honour of Burke’s integrity and 
firmness, considering* thd vehement popular outcry at 
the time, that, while proposing to restrain and regulate 
the futjire Pension List, he forbore —^and ho gave his 
reasons for forbearing — to resume or curtail, or lay any 
tax upon, the pensions already granted. This defect (for 
so it might, seem to heated partisans) was supplied by 
several auxiliary or rival inotipns. ^Colonel. Ban d thun¬ 
dered against the men of overgrown wealth still permitted 
to hold unreduced places of vast emolument, and rioting 
in the Army Extraordinaries. On another day, he said, 
he should propose a Commission of Accounts. But Lord 
North, dexterously coinciding in this proposal, drew the 
appointment of the Commission, greatly to Barrd’s* in¬ 
dignation, into his own hands. Sir George Savile moved 
that the names at least of the holders of all pensions for 
life, or patent places, should be laid before the House. 
His motion was supported by Fox with his now cus¬ 
tomary eloquence and powers of both argument and 
ridicule, but was resisted by Lord#Nortli. “ To expose,” 
said the Minister, “the necessities of ancient and noble 
“ families to the prying eye of malignant curiosity — to 
“ hold up the man who has a pension to envy and 
“ detraction of him who bates him because lichas none — 


“ to prepare a feast for party writers, and furnish materials 
“for magazines and newspapers which would magnify 
“ and misrepresent every circumstance, — these are the 
“bad effects; but I know bf no,good ones that could 
“result from such indiscriminate exposure, since the 
“Civil List money wfts granted freely, and Vithoufc re- 
“ striction or control, to ths poison of the King.” * 

Able speeches to the same*effect were delivered by 
two other members of the Government — by the Lord- 
' Advocate, Henry Dundas, and by Wedderburn, the 
Attyroejfc-General. Their • defence provoked from 
• * /* * 

* Debates in the Coinmofts, February 15. and 21.17Bo. From 
% subsequent discussion in the Lords (Pari. Ilist., vnl. xxi. p. 229.) 
we may gather that,', os the Pension LiBt then stood, the Scottish 
Veers, or their family connections, were suspected to have obtained 
the lion's share of it. 
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Colonel Barr6 (besides the lie direct which he gave to 
Wedderbum) a most unworthy sarcasm, quite in accord¬ 
ance, however, with the illiberal spirit of that time. 
Not one Englishman, he saidf dales, to stand forth in 
delenco of the Minister: he has only two Scots! Lord 
North thud moved an amendment, limiting the potions 
to all pensions payable at the Exchequer,” so as to 
exempt those depending solely upon the Civil List; but 
even thus he prevailed in trfe division by ^majority of 
only two votes. * « 

Speaking on the same side, and in the same debates, 
Lord Nugent had exclaimed, “Therft are many Lady 
“Bridgets, Lady Marys, and Lady Jennys who would 
“be much hurt at having their names entered in our 
“ proceedings as .pensioners of State.” In this lighter 
strain Lord Nugent scarcely did justice to his own 
opinions. When in 1838 the Pension List was 1 thoroughly 
sifted by a Committee of the House of Commons, and the 
causo of every pension, with the circumstances of the 
holder, so far as they could be traced, were made public 
to the world, there were found undoubtedly some cases 
of ladies iu which high* birth combined with poverty had 
beon held as sufficient recommendations to the Royal 
Bounty. But cases it re far more numerous of ladies for 
whom a pittance had been worthily earned by the public 
service of a kinsmali, and who were not always protected 
by that pittance from'severe distress. No instance ol 
the kind can be stronger than that of the Hon. General 
Carey, a descendant of the heroic Falkland, who in this 
very year, 1780, was filled at the taking of St. Lucia 
from the French, leaving behind Ivm an inffimt family of 
daughters. To each of these daughters a'yearly pension 
of 80/. was granted by the*King. Two°©£ them survived 
till the Pension List inquiry of 1838, wheii the one, a 
lady then sixty-seyen years of age, and belonging, as she 
says, to “that despised and degraded class ealied pen- 
“ sioners,” found it requisite to Write to tee CLano^lor 
of the Exchequer* in vindicatioiybf their claims. She 
first points out how ill, even in a worldly sense, their 

{ K'nsions had atoned for a father's , early care<^ how they 
lad come forth as orphans without a meodor protector, 
*nd since had struggled On “in something nearly allied 
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“to want—> I must not however,” she adds, “ allow this 
“ melancholy enumeration to make me forget that which 
“ I must ever remember with gratitude, namely, that this 
“pension, which in these dear times furnishes me with little 
“more than daily bread, and obliges me, to obtain that, 
“ to live in banishment, was yet the means of pvocuring 
“me that religious and solid education adapted to my 
“fortunes, which has enat^ed me to t>ear up against all 
“ the sorrows of them. I Wave, indeed, enjoyed it long— 
“ perhaps the gentlemen of the Committee will think too 
“ long—but that has been the will of God, and not my 
“fault; and it is*true that, ad it is my only resource, I 
44 should b$ glad ft retain it if I can be allowed so to do 
“with honour and without reproach, and to receive it 
“ with thatwlignified thankfulness with vghicb the daughter 
“ of ft usefully brave British officer may accept a national 
44 testimony, of her father's deserts; but if this cannot be, 
“and his services are considered as having been long 
“remunerated, why, then, Sir, I can cheerfully resign 
44 that which I shall hope may lessen the distress of some 
“ younger and weaker child of affliction; and being, by 
44 frod’s blessing, able, both in body and miryl, to seek my 
“own subsistence in the education of the children of 
44 some more fortunate family, I igay, perhaps, find an 
44 answer to the quarterly questions of my gfind whether 
44 such wages as I should then receive for my honest ser- 
“ vice were not more honburabUi than the degrading 
“ reception of a pension so grudgingly bestowed.”* 

The personal tendency of many of the questions dis¬ 
cussed in the fission of 1780 may # be traced in the per¬ 
sonal conflicts tftat tjiey provoked. An altercation 
between Mr.lSox and another member of Parliament, 
Mr. William 4*d«tfn, was foUojved by a duel, in which 
Mr. Fox was sHghtly wounded. Some months later, in 
the'Lords, the Farl of Shelburne thought proper to com¬ 
plain that the command of.one of the new-raised regi- 
ment£ had been bestowed On «a mere civilian member of 
Parliament, Mr. FAllapion ;and that gentleman having 

• * w a 

* Tbi§ tontding and beautiful letter is dated Vienna, January 
11.1838. It Is minted at length in the proceedings of the Commit¬ 
tee, p. 3* (Pari. Papers.) 
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formerly been attached to the British embassy at Paris, 
Lord Shelburne applied to him, in contempt, the French 
term com mis* Colonel Fullarton, with rather too mimli 
of the fire <jf his new profession,"not only retaliated upon 
Lord Shelburne in the Lower House, *but fought him in 
Ilyde, Bark :> .on wluch occasion the noble Peer wiy» shot, 
though not dangerously, In'the body.* With good reason 
might $ir James Lowther take up the subject that same 
evening in the Commons. he said, ther^ aro to be 
these constant appeals to arms, the Parliament of Eng* 
land will become no hotter than a Polish Diet. . Yet 
certainly such meetings were not uncongenial to the 
temper of that time. We find the strongest arguments 
in their defence plloged on Dr. Johnson’s high authority.* 
We find even Sir James Lowther, in reprofing them, 
careful to explain that he did so only when they trenched 
on freedom of debate. He had himself, he said, been 
more than once engaged in conflicts of that nature upon 
other grounds, and whenever he was called upon he 
trusted he should show himself ready. No'disapproba¬ 
tion of the duel as such was expressed by,, the Corres¬ 
ponding Committees, though some of them Were eager to 
insinuate that Lord Shelbfirne, from his zeal, in their 
behalf, had Jboen singled out, for vengeance ,by the re¬ 
tainers of tluj, Government. 

Another altercation of that period might have led no 
less to conflict but for the graver and more nearly judi¬ 
cial character of one of the parties concerned. There had 
been for some time a growing alicnatioh between the Court 
and the Speaker of thg House of Comiyons, Sir Fletcher 
Norton ; but when the rumqnr rose,, that .applications 
had been made to the Chief Justice (De Grey) to retire, 
so that the Attorney-General might Jbe seated in his 
pkee, Norton could no lodger restrain himself. He took 
occasion, when th$ House was in Ccunmitteeon Burke’s 
Bill for Economical Reform, to complain that thievery 
post of Chief Justice hadfien held out to hkn by^the 

• * • 

* Life by Boswell, under the dates of April 10. 1772, and 
April 19. 1773. Foote, at the flame’period, writing with theexag* 
aeration which wc might expect from him, makes liie Mtyor of 
Mrlhia, when aggrieved, exclaim. M l wlH get onr Chaplain to pen 
“ me a challenge ! ” (.The Mayor of Gamut, act ii.) f 
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Duke of Grafton as an inducement to accept meanwhile 
the Speaker's chair. It was enough for Lord North to 
answer coldly, that he wps not bound by a promise of his 
predecessor. He.likewise disclaimed all knowledge of 
any such negotiation with the Chief Justice as the 
Speaker had supposed. But Wedderburn, stunfj at Sir 
Fletcher's mention of his name, poured upon him, in 
reply, with most powerful effect, a torrent of wit and 
invective. * He reminded 4he House, that the Speaker 
had not disdained to accept, in requftol, nay, in anticipa¬ 
tion, of his service, one of the richest of the sinecures— 
a Chief Justiceship in Eyre. I£e added, and surely with 
much foree and truth, “When the Right Honourable 
“ gcntlemqp quitted Westminster Hall to slide first into 
“ thq, enjoyment of a groat sinecure,-And hftevwards to 
“ be exalted to the high situation he still holds, he*left 
“behind him many who continued to labpur with 
“ industry and assiduity in hopes that the line of prefer- 
“ nient would be open to them. It is rather hard, tbere- 
“ fbro, that the Right .Honourable gentleman should 
“throw his mfcntle over those whom he has left to toil 
“ behind him, and secure to fyims&f an exclusive claim to 
“ return to the profession, not for the purpose of joining 
“ in the toil or it, but merely td* enjoy those posts of 
“ dignity and honour which other men # in th0\laily routine 
“ of business had laboured to inerit, and expected in their 
“ turn to receive."* * 

The cry for Economical Reform, which had taken its 
rise in the. distresses of the country, drifted more and 
more, as impelled* by party spirit towards distrust of Iho 
Crown. Sbe, it was Exclaimed, both in and out of Par¬ 
liament, how tfast the influence, how irresponsible the 
power, which thftt army df inferior placemen can com¬ 
mand 1 Hr. John Crewe, member for Cheshire, brought 
in. a Bill which had, mice been Mrs Dowdeswell's, to 
disable reveriue-officers frojn voting at elections ; he was 
supp&ted both by .Foxbane! Conway; Jjut on the motion 
* * » 

• * See the JPaid. Hist-, vol. xxi. p. 274. and Lord Campbell’s 
laves of thc (9 Chancellors, vol vi. p. 136.; the last containing an 
account of Weilderburn’a speech tus derived from the first Lord 
Melville. 
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that “ the Bill be now committed/* he fonnd himself in 
a minority. Sir Philip Jennings Clerke renewed his 
motion of a Ibrmer year, to exclude contractors from the 
House of Commons, unless their contracts were obtained 
by a public bidding. HiB Bill passed the Commons 
almost •imanimoi^sly $ but in the Upper Hou^i, the 
active exertions and the able speeches of Lord Chief 
J ustico Mansfield and Lord Chancellor Thuriow procured 
its rejection. Activity likewise, though not ability, 
might on that occasion be justly ascribed to Lord Hills¬ 
borough. Certain it is, that at no other period of our 
annals, did the abuses of the contra^ system flourish 
in such rank luxuriance. At no other period were they 
so highly detrimental to the public service. Thus, to 
give only one slight instance, Colonel Simcbe, a most 
active officer in our later American campaigns, speaking 
of tills very year, 1780, complains of the "miserable 
"contract hats which had boon sent, from England.”* 
Even now, after so much has been achieved by way both 
of safeguard and reform, we mtur^sometimes still feel the* 
truth of that caustic remark made* by I spys two cen¬ 
turies ago: —I see ft is imposribie fptf ^he King to 
“ have things done as cheap*as other men !*f 
It was onj;he 6th of April, that the rising Jealousy of 
the executivnspower vtos, both in and out-of Titrliament, 
most conspicuously Ibown. There was beldthat after¬ 
noon a meeting of the jlbople of 'Westminster, where Fox 
appeared and delivered an harangue/ supported by. his 
two friends, the Dukes of Portland mid cn Bevonshire. 
At the request of theaMiddlesex magistrates, and from 
the apprehensions of some populai^distm^ance, a body of 
troops had been drawn out and kept readyin the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Westminster HklL ill- 

founded were those apprebensionswasab mdkhdy proved 
by the events in London, 'candy. A fe# Wegffc^ Afterwards. 
But meanwhile the timidity^* alb ft ' .Was 'A&ined, of the 
Middlesex magistrates expbs^d them/xrmost teheft^ent 
invectives from the Opposition s hhidfa. Burke, in the 
House of Commons, called them M reptiles,*-— the mere 

• Journal of the QueenV fiangers, by Colonel Simcoe, p, 92 . 

f Pepys’s Diary, July 21. 1662* 
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“ scum of the earth.” “ If,” cried Pox, “ a set of men 
“are to be let loose on tho Constitutional meetings of 
“ the poople, then all who go to such meetfhgs must go 
M armed! ” ^ * , 

Within the House the business of the day was begun 
by th^ presentations of further petitions in favour of 
Economical Roform—petitions so many and so large, 
that, according to the string expression of a Am (cm* 
porary writer, they seemed not so much to co\ er, as to 
bury the table.* Then, with the House in Committee, 
Dunning rose, (glearly, boldly, and with the utmost 
bitterness of language, he reviewed the conduct of the 
Ministers -with regard to Burke’s great measure of re¬ 
form: at first, he said, they had received it with a 
show of candour, and a kind of im>ck*approbation, but 
theyTiad afterwards declared themselves fuudamen fully 
opposed to every one of its leading objects. Other 
measures of that Session, tending to the same end, had 
been in Kke manner either defeated or eluded. What, 
then, remains, said Dunning, but for the House to bind 
itself, and satisfy the Jttiblic by putting forth a dear 
simple proportion, and voting th@ words which he con¬ 
cluded with moving That it is the opinion of this 
“ Committee, that the influence ofr the Crqyrn has iu- 
“ creased, i$ increasing, and ought ft> be diminished.” 

Sir Fletcher Horton, folldf Spleen Against Lord North, 
eagerly availed himself of the Speaker’s privilege ot 
speaking in Committee, and strongly supported Mr. 
Dunning’s Resolution. So for did his rancour overpower 
his judgment^that we And him insist on a point most 
unseemly for ^Speaker to urge*— that if Honourable 
Members should now "vote -the petitions of die people 
unfounded, he wished thenf much Joy of going down to 
their constituents with that opinion. Lord North, iri 
reply*spoke,lrifo his nnefol talent though scarcely with 
his u#ual temper* He rsmipdemjthc House, as lie might 
with perfect truth*, th&t he oafl Soever insinuated that Ini 
abilities were equal fo\his post, ami had constantly 
declared himself ready to resign St ; but still, lie said, he 
Fad maintained himself, in *pite ( of the exertions of thobe 

* i 

• Annual Register, l780j p. 165. 
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who had formerly contended against the rights of the 
people, and who were now pursuing measures likely to 
overturn thS Constitution. 

In tlie gourse of this arduofis debate, a diversion in 
favour of the Government was attempted by one of its 
ablest members—the Lord Advocate. First, he # moved 
that the Chairman should leave the Chair. But that 
motioif, being understood as stifling the inquiry, was ill- 
received, and, by permissioif of the House, withdrawn. 
Next, he proposed* to add, *as an amendment to the 
original motion, the opening words, “ it is now necessary 
“ to declare.” Fox, as the Opposition leader, stated 
his acquiescence in the suggestion, mid the motion of 
Dunning was put to the House in that amended form. 
Still, however, Lord Advocate retained the liberty 
of voting, and he did vote, against the whole mdlion; 
Urhile ho had succeeded in his object, namely, to convert, 
as far as possible, a general averment into a temporary 
declaration, which might, at some future period, be 
retracted or disowned. 

Mr. Dunning and his friends had certainly some con¬ 
siderable instances to allege in $tm$ort of their position. 
But they wholly overlooked the* fact that ifj on the one 
side, the influence o£ the Crown had been augmenting, 
there was, c® the other, at least an equal taxation ot 
its prerogative. It is laid down as beyond all dispute, 
by a most judicious and impartial historian of our own 
tunc, that ever since the BevolUtitfn* there has been a 
systematic diminution of the reigning jtemce’s control. * 
In all probability, however, such considerations decided 
but few votes. Many more woy stv«Q$d 'by the argu¬ 
ment at which the Speaker lfad so •Unscrupulously 
glanced, that the Parliament*was noty hear-closing the 
sixth year of its existence and must, at no distant period, 
be dissolved. Upder the&e impressions, J&6 Resolution 
of Dunning was carrijja aga&prt jbe Government by a 
majority of eighteen, tlynumbto$ Mkg^8d and 2J5. It 
is worthy of notl that,' of all thuEflgHsh county Mem¬ 
bers, no more than pine appear In the lists of the 
minority. 


* Ballam^ Oonstit Hist., tel, lii. p. 398. 
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His first Resolution being thus carried, Dunning forth¬ 
with proceeded to move a second, purporting thfit the 
House hod the full right to correct any abuses in the 
Civil List Revenue. A ‘third Resolution wa^ added by 
Thomas Pitt, to the. effect that it was their duty to 
redress, without delay, the grievances complained of in 
the petitions of the people. These tatter declarations 
being likewise affirmed in*spite of the efforts «f Lord 
North, Fox, at past one o’clock in .the morning, moved 
that all three should be immediately, reported to the 
House. With good rpason .might Lord North protest 
against that course*, as.“violent, arbitrary, and unusual;” 
but Fox persisting'’as though , desirous to leave the House 
no leisure for reflection, and the Government not ven¬ 
turing to try a second division, the Report.was brought 
up aftd the House adjourned. — 

Exulting in his victory, Dunning was eager to pursuo 
it.. * When next the Committee met, he brought forward 
other motions more in detail; respecting the Civil List 
and the right of certain membetsof the Household to sit 
in Parliament* vision; however, he saw his 

numbers feifelhoy were Still further lessened 

after an ten* days, which the Speaker's 

i llness mriSred'vfc^pisary*,! Tim old supporters of Lord 
North, wraftpghim, on the iflth of April, 
began jto' th<«r own 

popularityattbe ^r^er^||p^jdois. They now paid less 
regard to ibQir.i^teitu^iatjiVand- more to their convic¬ 
tions; their votes returned to 

its accuAto^mw^^ t^hen Dinning moved an Ad¬ 
dress, requO^^Ehe KjngpbttQ dissolve the Parliament, 
nor proroguojthd^e$si»n, uhtilproper measure » had been 
taken to di|imd»h/the. infljiemy ot jhe Crown, he found 
himself dftiga£$$ by a minority of 51; 

another mop# by for withholding the 

Sif^pHes m 'gri&ancds, was nega- 
tivedj with Atydebate fiMl|-ifiBMly, on the 26th of May, 
wfcdh the Hou^ wlfe agaififiu Committee on Petitions, a 
technical motion that the Chapman should Have the 
Chair was ymedjigainst Dunrjrtng by a majority of 43. 
Thus, the importantTResolutions of the 6th of April re¬ 
mained, as it were,-alone upon.tim Journals; all their 
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expected consequences, pll the steps requisite to give 
thenrabrce and validity, having been rejected by the 
House. Deep was the disappointment and loud the 
clamour of the Opposition chiefs. Even their vocabulary 
of invective, though most ample and well tried, scarcely 
sufficed to their zeal. “ It is shameful, it is base, it is 
“ unmanly, it is treacherous,” cried, Ifas* On tlfe other 
hand, Lord North, who had peveu lost his good humour 
since his defeat, showed hiffisdf no less composed and 
equable at his returq of fortune. 

But within a few days of the close of these trans¬ 


actions, they wero quite forgotten in % train—new and 
wholly unlooked for — of affairs. Then of a sudden, 
like a meteor rising from the foulest marshes, appeared 
those fearful riots, to whieh the most rank •intolerance 
gave origin, and jLord George Gordon a >name. *Then 
the midnight sky of London was reddened with incen¬ 
diary fires, and lier streets resounded to the cry of an 
infuriated mob; then our best and wisest statesmen had 
to tremble, not only tor their lives, but for their hearths 
and homes; then for once in our annals, the powers of 
Government .and order seemed to quail and succumb 
before the populace of the capital in arms. 

In a former chapter it has been already shown how 
the Protestant Associations, spreading, frojn, Scotland to 
England, and sel&ting Lord George Gordon as their 
common chief, continued, through .the; year 1779, to 
gather strength and numbers.* 'l^ ,cohduct of Lord 
George showed that he was well his post of 

pre-eminence in folly,, During the 1780, he 

made many speeches m the Hou^ of^Ccmmione, always 
marked by ignorant fanaticism, and offytf^Iby ‘low buf¬ 
foonery. Thus, on one pn&pa cell Lord 


foonery. Thus, on onp oocasiOO, We : pn&hith call Lord 
Nugent ** the old rat' ’^•$be v ju^^tuti£%;. Here his 
meaning seems qot qhit$',least 
importance to discover A^fiple of 

his style. Early in tlie' t ftp au¬ 
dience o/ the Kftig, and mfout |d;Ms-jHhyesty foge 
after page of an Irish |piphlei{ so Jongastbe daylight 


jp^ervefor.* sample ot 

op au- 

Joui Mvidii^yesty foge 
< m Idng as the daylight 


♦ finevoi ’ lm W.aikAfli. 
f Pari. Hid |vel aad."^wET 
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lasted.* He suspected, or at least lie .was wont 
nuate, that George the Third was a Roman C*£h&&f>‘ at 
heart. Hjs next object was to obtain, populdt petitions, 
complaining of the recent f elaxation in the Penal Laws, 
It had been hoped, in the course of the last year, that 
some indulgence to the Protestant Dissenters might he 
the best means to'lessen or divert their rancour against 
the Roman Catholics, and to convince thorn thfct no 
exclusive favour was intendejl to these last. With such 
views nearly the same measure ofsRelief from Sub* 
scription, which the Lords had rejected by a large ma¬ 
jority in 1772, and ffcain in l778, passed their House in 
1779, when transmitted from the Commons, and, it is 
said, wi thoutT debate, f The indulgence *vas accepted, 
but tin 1 ran dour was not removed. TJjiis plainly ap- 
pearcd*from the great popular support with which even 
the wildest projects of Lord George Cordon were re- 
ci'iAcd. Tlte petition which he wished to obtain from 
London was at this time the object of his especial care. 
It w;i- invited and uggcrl on in every manner by public 
a«l\ oj iisements and by personal entreaties. It' was for 
several weeks in circuhttion* and reedived many thousand 
signatures. To give it, greater force and effect Lord 


George, towards the close of May, Ofmvened ^ meeting 
of the Protestant Association in Goachmakers* Hall. 
There, after a long speech 1 , and in a melt crowded roomy 
lie gave notice that fee would present the petition to the 
House of Common the 5£ud of June. Resolutions 
were passed that'the whole body of the Association and 
their friends woul^^n thatduy, assemble in St. George’s 
Fields, with blue, <$Q$kacV*s fetheir hats to distinguish 
all true Pro|e^|^ts .|roiTL sthmF(.fbeal’• Still further to 
incite T>heipa the assemblage 


incite them the assemblage 

did not amo$uit:.ito not present the 

petition. ; ' * 

Accox^inj^iylj^;1^i^lgBm^ad;.''eff- June, and at ten 
o’clock*in '.George's .Fields were 

throaged with : &ld^^^ad^s)^iey we$ computed at 

<.C l \ 'y •, 

*#EL Walpole tp Lady Gip0^ri7«Kiittry 20.1780. 
f Pad. Hist vol. Jct 'p*jiWte.'y8se also in the Appendix to my 
fifth volume, a letter fife* Dr. Price to Lord Chatham, dated 
March II. 1773. ' *■' ' 


VO* vu. 


0 
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50,QQ0 or 60,000, and by some persons even at 100,000 
me^ The love of frolic and of staring bad certainly 
brought many new accessions to their ranks. Appear¬ 
ing in the midst and welcomed by their enthusiastic 
cheers, Lord George Gordon, in the 'first place, indulged 
them avith another of his silly speeches., Next, they 
were marshalled in separate, bands,* -the matu body 
marching over l*ondon Bridge and through Temple Bar 
to the Houses of ParliArndht,' ,’Jn this procession they 
walked six abreast,, and in* th^'was tarried their 
great petition, containing, ^Mak/'^said, no less than 
120,000 signatures or-mhrk^.^’^l^ 'jf .* 

London, at that period, WWSfe ftsom yet possessing 
the sturdy amf disciplinedVpb^a|^Jftcb ,,now, on, any 
chance of «riot. or even>.pf and pressure, 

lines our street andwpiares. . , Watfe only the 

parish beadles, and theso^ahed’w^^ of the night, 

for the most part feebJe olA^ 
dowd by the r0yeljera*> onf? fluffed &t^%;>ihc play¬ 
wrights, of the age, $J&i'S^hty array 

so long ’ previously ; .ann^n1c^K^H^|i&l' George 
Gordon wt|s leadu&to of 

precaution had' been' * They 

had neither sworn jp any .Stationed 

any soldiers. It #tnii$;-lft bwig^^^pife^tiiat the 
reproaches dir that scbm:„^9^^^^^|i^|i4ce from 
the lips of the lately 

poured forth appre¬ 
hension of some a 



the blue 
possession 

of the open spaee>botih^fii« met, 

tis they did lat»| only a 

iew door-keepey'^S^i^ M^i^P lsPyii^jMid some 

■* London Conrtat, ffghe thjtks fit to 

add, “S,wm A gkami to Ibcusttch 

“ numbers of on r ofTrotcrt- 

“a^6n, which ou* Wearily and 

* famously dtmnyfr" ,Bn3*- mfcjbe 'dnf ;$uW»ati©n (Monitor, 
•Tuns $).the Editors /^Matm^choiy 

“ forebodings must hbt lbs ddd^ewl . ha. 
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of the principal objects of their fair, they were no jjpn g 
in learning the dangerous secret of their strength. ^The 
Lords had been summoned for that day, to hAr a motion 
from the I>uke of Richmond, in favour of annual Par¬ 
liaments and unrestricted Suffrage. Lord Chancellor 
Thurlow was ill fad at Tunbridge, and tlic Ehirl of 
Mansfield had undiftaken to preside in his place. But 
as it chanced Lord Mansfiol^ was then* most uupfipular 
with the Protestant Associates, having not long since 
charged a jury to 'acqtiit a J Roman O&thoUc priest, who 
was brought h$ftr* hjm^charged with the crime of 
celebrating Mass* %£hu% no sooner did hi* carnage 
appear than f it wfes aftttilted dfcd its window^ broken, 
while the venenflSte oWeet oi the fiercest 

execrations & **a Doloridui Papist,’’ mide liis*way into 
the H<Tuge with > great difficulty, and on entering, could 
not conceal hhs tofn fobs a pff fijs disshevelled wjg. He 
took his seat vpm the^woolsack pale and quivering.* 
The Archbishop of V&fc’a lawn" fllwfaes were torn off 
and filing Ih'Hs jJKGhjJtto Blshdp of Jdncoln, disliked 
a> a fhred still worse; his 

carriage prelate, half fainting, 

sought refbge an*^iiWK%wS^Bnt housS. from which, on 
recover! 

^some a 
borough 
the oth 
roughly 
thi ough 
they pui 
that he 
thus^ sa 


notion < Mid, 

having■ k, a 

* “Qs rtwn 

b\ the*) Ipole 

(Letter tc Lmd 

Campbell 
J iwlice fc 


three pages innne* " £ 'wnWP» pr^e, mai on win ocea- 

** bion the Lair Ixiitf much more ceufrge than 41$ other 

u member of the Housl, bpwunm or temporal* 
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cry Arose among the multitude that the person thus 
attired jsnttt be a Jesuit and the Dukefa confessor; a 
conclusion, it may fairly be owned, not at all more 
unreasonable than many Others theV had formed. On 
tlie strength of this, their (hflari&tnaiXDg judgment, 
His Grace was forced from his carr$fcgf% and ribbed of 
his watch and purse. ^ 

Stub howevei? as the Pty@«i§ by degrees name in, the 
business of the House in* i^wSr Course proceeded. 
Prayers were scshe *$re advanced a 

stagey and the Duke Of Bichmolif then began to state hi-, 
reasons for thinking that under pfetottt circumstance , 
political powers might Wfejjr b%"ih$#dated to the lowest 
orders of the people. His Still sneaking when 

LprdMo’mJforlrhurst into iheHp^h ***d feoke through 
his harangue. Lord Mpntfert said tfetohefeit tnmnd to 
acquaint their Lordships of the penldUS Situation in 
which, at that very moment, Stood ohb of tbsir own 
members j he tpmt Lord 
dragged out of H# Coach, 

“ At this instant,* jtytyfe 
“ hi bio to dbnoeive a morp 
** House exhibited. Some 

hair about theii^^shoulderA; y . 

‘ most of them %»^wJe *4 

* of them standing yp itt 
‘mg at the same toii*dj£>lS 
‘ for" tho Guards, anoth^g^ 

* times, many crying out?* 

' skies resounded with th&|$ttsz*£, 

“ and hissings in Pi 
“ dented alarm cohtln 

It was proposed 
should g6 forth as 
Lord Bottom •%k pH 
too slowly for its <Apo& 
in, with Ids hair f ' * 

With *hair-p<rwd^. 
danger, through a 

'(»U tumultuous hqgM&biy,* 


mob had 
Utifeto eating, 
w hardly pos- 
than the 
with thur 
!J%rW» dirt; 
& i and all 
twnd speak - 
to send 


—-- D 

t awhile the 
ST bootings 
f Unprece- 
ir** 

the Peers 
rescue of 
WB^Mther 

Mm sfflf come 
j^fthfthe# covered 
to especial 
from 


&9< 


lb tile lords’ 


rf* Nonce was taken 
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some person* in the crowd, that he was a Roman Catho¬ 
lic ; upon which the multitude, with, loud impreelilo&s 
had threatened to out the sign of the Crete upon his 
forehead. But ha had the skill to engage some of the 
ring-leaders in * donfcroveray on the question whether 
the Poge beA&fieMst; and while they.were eagerly dus- 
cuaeug that faVovifite pointy ho contrived to q *p through 
them. After #ob a wq Fee*- 'id not 

—_ jL . —a -A 31 ^ .3 A luY. mi 


resume the oti 
two of the h 
they had reeei 
that, with all 
tumult, they b 
Finally, at eij 
morrow; w&d^ 
home*oa ftelf 
insult or obstr 


hm, % aqtataagaed to ijhe Bar 

declared t hat 
ppm the Government* and 
e!$s* the, beginning of the 
titai able to collect si$ fconsfcable**. 
Sim the^ House adjourned till the 
htnagwad by the dusk, returned 
hhflf?k#$y iages, with no farther 



sevens! haTi 
Hd exhorted 




petition, and 
it la Committee 
tied that this 
until Tuesday, the 6 th. 
a division was demanded. 
Ayes nor the 


®t‘ ttord George 
friends by show- 
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were speaking against thorn. “There is Mr. Burke,* he 
.said, “the member for Bristoland, soon afterwards, 
“Do you Know that, Lord North calls you a mob?” 
Thus, their fury increasing, life House, at intervals, rt- 



theru Irras a mom( nt when fyey thought they must have 
opened Ihe doors, and fought their way out sword in hand. 

Lord North, however, at this crisis showed great firm¬ 
ness, animating the resolution of the House by lii.s un¬ 
perturbed demeanour, but sending privately, and in all 
haste, for a party of the Guards. Other members made 
it a personal matter with Lord George. ; Colopel Holroyd 
fold him (hat lyj». had hitherto ascribed his conduct to 
insanity; but now saw that there was more of malice 
than of madness in it; and that, if he again attempted to 
address the rioters, he, Colonel Holroyd, would immedi¬ 
ately move for his commitment to Newgate. Colonel 
Murray, one of Lord George's kinsmen, used still bolder 
language : — u My Lord George, do you really 1 mean to 
“bring your rascally adherents into the Heii^e of Coin- 
“mens? If you do, the first man of them that enters 
“1 will plqpge myoeword, not into his Jbody, but into 
“ yours! ” Lord Geftrge appeals to have been daunted. 
Certainly, at least,'he was silenced. Indeed, in one part 
of the evening, he quietly went up to the eating-room, 
where he threw himself into a chair and’ fell asleep, or 



within tho lobby grew leaa fierce/ Out 6Cdoors, more¬ 
over, great exertions wore making! the storm. 

Lord Mahon, who was khown o^'ihe ’ people ns 

a recent candidate for Wostniinsidr,v hftrangued« tlu*in 
from the balcony of a cofRwe-hqdW,:^and is said tot have 
done good serv ee to the^cAiiap ofSiw iind order.of# In 

O * o*. * 1 ' ' A . ’ 

* Evidence, at his trial, of the Rev. Thcimas Bowen. (State- 
Trials, vol. Xxt. p. 685.) ■. i •' /,* <■'", h '■ >. » 

t “Lord Mahon ccawtartusted,fro.and chiefly contri¬ 
buted By his hurnnguvs to ednjure down the temiwst.” (H. 
Walpole to Mason, Juujj 4. 1780. See also his Letters to Lady 
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UtU manner time was gained, until Omards nine o’clock, 
when an active Middlesex Justice, Mr. Addington, 
appeared with a party of Horse Guards. Addington 
told the people in the Greets, that ho meant them no 
harm, and that tins soldiers should retire if they would 
quietly disperse, which many hundreds of tlipm did 
accordingly, first jiving the Magistrate*three cheers. A 
party of the Foot Guards* was also <drawn up*in the 
Court of Requests^ and the fobhy was now cleared ; thus, 
at length, enabling the House of potnmons to divide. 
Only eight members wore found willing to support Lord 

proposal for immediate 


George in his 


ignominious 


deliberation, at the hidding and in the presence of the 
tuob. Against that proposal 194 votes, including tollers, 
were recorded j, and .the House was then'adjourned until 
the Tuesday following, ~ * 

With the adjournment of both Houses, and the disper¬ 
sion .if the crowd in Palace-Yard, it was imagined that 
the difficulties of the day lutd t closed. The magistrates 
turned home, and sent away the soldiers. Unhappily, 



Inn Fields and in Warwick Sty* — chapels which 
existed by the faith id* treaties, *and wefT- not at nil 
connected with .the Acts of 1778—*they set them‘in 
flames. Engine* were sent for, but the, mob prevented 
them from playing! while the benches from the Sar¬ 
dinian eh&pci, being flung into the street, afforded the 
materials for a.bonfire, as, a token of the public exultation. 
At length t|^ Soldi(‘j;N came — too late to prevent the 
havoc, in r tinjb«6|t^r to* seize and to secure thirteen of the 
rioters, * ‘ 

Next morn&g^hc town was, to all appearance, per¬ 
fectly^ tranquil. Lords tqpt in the forenoon, 

au'd oh the motion pf-.'JJarfBathurst, agreed to an Address 


# 




V 

i-tt 


V 


C\i&5ry, vol. ii. p. 415,»cd. # lg4&. Y One of Lord Mnhon’f* qualilica- 
“ mldre&fng Arlacgc with effect* fa simrieulJy glanced 

Iiottwd ^ • ' 

•* Mahon ontroftting tdfjvnUv in their ton e, 

44 Bankea ike pflN^Jw fiaent WiKjtrforee J w 
.sK; ■/'£"* e ,¥ 4* 


tioub lor 
at in the 
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for prosecuting the authors and abettors of the recent 
outrages. The angry taunts that followed between the 
Government* and Opposition members, may be readily 
conceived and need not bo detailed. But it is well 
worthy of note, with how much of political foresight and 
sagacity Lord Shelburne suggested the idoa of^a new 
police. "Let their Lordships,” he saft, “at least those 
“who are in administration,recollect what the police of 
“France is; let them examine its good, and not be blind 
“ to its evil. They would find its construction excellent.; 
“its use and direction abominable. Let them embrace 
“the one, and shun the other,” £ 

Notwithstanding the general and confident belief (bat 
the disturbances were* over, they recommenced, in »* 
slight degree, thgl very evening in Moor in -ids, On thf 
next afternoon, that is, on Sunday the lib, they t/Vano 
far more serious in ihc sime quarter. Unhappily 
Ken nett, the Lord Mayor, was, as Wilkes aftm-urd* 
complained, a tuan wholly wanting in energy and fine¬ 
ness. The first outrages within his jurisdiction being 
unchecked and almost unnoticed, tended to give rise to 
many more. «Again assembling in large bodies, tin* mob 
attacked both the chapels dnd the dwelling-houses on he 
Roman Catholics in and about Moorfields. The hoiw-s 
they stripped of thee furniture,* and the chapels of tin- 
altars, pulpits, petirs, and benches, all which served to 
make bonfires in the streets. 


On the ensuing afternoon, that is/ on Monday the 5th 
of June, a Drawing Room had been appointed at St. 
James’s, in celebration of the King’s Birthday. Previous 
to the Drawing Room a Privy e Councii was held, at 
which the riots were discussed. But &s»yet they were 
deemed of so slight impoftanoe that not,one measure was 
taken with regard to them, beyond a 1 -Proclamation 
offering a reward ^f 5001 for' a'da^yiiiy'df the persons 
concerned in setting fire to the Sardinian and Bavarian 
chapels. Even Lora. Man^|^d<fe^#^had''not only*seen, 
but felt, .the fury*pf the moh ,&31 int& the same error of 
underrating it Whep in ;^e r .^u^(6''.of this day Mr. 
Stratum, the printer, insulted, called 

upon his Lordsyp from the Keen- 
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Boatmens of the populace, tlie Chief Justice, we are told, 
treated it os a very slight irregularity.* 

That delusion, however, was dwpelled 4 by Hie events of 
the same day. The blue 4 cockades, growing holder and 
bolder by indulgence, mustered in high spirits and with 
itierrasjjig numbers. While some parties proceeded to 
destroy the Komdnist chapels in Wapping and Kast 
Smith field, others broke operand plundered tho tdujp& and 
houses of Mr. R&iugforth and Mr. Maberly, two trades¬ 
men who had given evidence againsUtho rioters secured 
on Friday night. But the principal object of attack was 
the hou.-e of Sir G^rgo Savile, obnoxious as tho author 
of the first relaxation in tlie- Penal Code. Savtlo House, 
which stood in Leicester F-elds. v\ ns accordingly carried, 
as? it w<-r-\ l*v -'term. and jj'wii up 1o pijjttge. • Some of 
the fift-niture derived from fie* chapcL or the private 
dwellings, was, (•reviou-b in n- being burned in tho 
adjacent fields dragged in iituniph and displayed through 
Mel heck Street, before tin lions.- of Lord George 
tlordon. That foolish y«.ung lunatic now began to 
'-brink from the results of hL own rashness. In the 


n one of his Protestant Association he put fwrth a hand- 
i dl, disavowing all share in* the riots; but he soon 
r. >:md how far easier it was to raise th^n to allay the storm. 

By this time tho ala>m had spvead far and wide. 
Burke, who had most zealously supported Savile in the 
good work of Religious toleration, found it requisite, 
with his family, to take refuge beneath the roof of his 
friend General Burgoyne. Throughout these troubles, 
and amidst all the anxious scenes pf the next day, his 
demeanour waa |cottrag<;ous and composed, and his wife 
showed herself hot unworthy such & husband. <; *Jane,” 
thus writes thefrbrpfcW Mi». Riq^ardBurke, “ Jane has 
“ the firmness and eweetnessof an angel} but why do 1 
“ say an angel« 

Oh 'Tuesday adjournment both 

Houses.met. A .oT iFopjt;. OuaiSris had been 

rangetl in Westminster greqt meaeuijj over- 

* Dr. Johnson 9, 1780, The passages 

ofu these lettdv, ,reI«U|ihr fffo- "iiln^stnd in Boswell's 


fralli 
Life. 

f See Burke's Conh^bDi 
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awed the mob; nevertheless, one of the Ministers, Lord 
Stormont, was slightly wounded, and his carriage alto¬ 
gether demolished*, The Peers, after a short discussion, 
adjourned. Xn the Commons, dot withstaiiding the alarms 
of personal violence, there mustered about 200 members. 
Lora George Gordon w»a there &$;. v decke^ with a 
blue cockade. Upon this an indopehtot member of 
high Spirit, Colonel Herhe*/, ss^nril^nrarde raised to 
the peerage as Lord Porche^t6r,vdec)^^hat lie could 
not ait and vote it that House -wyi|t-;.^ 0 r 'saw a Isolde 
Lord in it With the ensignofriet injiifl hat; aud he 
threatened that, if his Lordship wfjhhLnot take it out, 
he would walk across the House apd' do it for him. 
Lord George with rather tame submission, or only 
yielding, &S‘he*ytid, to the entreaties of hi# friends, put 
the obnoxious symbol in his pocket Neither Savilc. 
nay yet Burke, was absent from liis place. Burke, on 
his way down, had been surrounded by the mob, ami 
was for somu time in their hands. . He did not. conceal 
his name, nor yet dissemble his sentiments, hut remon¬ 
strated with them, and they, honouring 'firmness, let 
him go,. “'I even found,” he says, "friends, and well¬ 
-wishers among the bluexoekades.” Gf his subsequent 
speech that, day in Parliament, he adds t - iifto not think 
I have ever, on «any occasion, seefned t6‘ affect the 
House more forcibly., However, the con- 

fusion that they e&uld not coming to a 

Resolution, which I thought: unbecoming and pusil¬ 
lanimous; wluch was, that we should ||kke that ilagi- 
14 tious petition whi/*U came from ip an tv nolltJ 

' the Protestant Association, into; 
deration. .1 am now glad that m 'mpi- 6p,j for if we 
14 had rofhsed it, ;& ^uhseatto^<#VMlR would have 
Ip ^ ^^EhO'Aesolution 


been charged upon pur <, v 
to which BurkeVt|iiia 
nerd foam '1$ M 
House .to cdhsU^l^p 
u subside, whi^'i^hbfeiuMstii 
theGonimous adjourned, v*. w* 


ff ipoved by Ge- 
^3^; to'pledge thej 
>n asu the .tumults 
this promise 
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While tlu* Ilousoe were still sitting* a portion of the 
mob attack* d the official residence oT Lord North in 
Dow nmg Street. It was saved by the timoh^appearanco 
of a party of soldiers. Etut during that afternoon, and 
tin whole of Wednesday the*7tli, the outrages rose to a 
far higher pitch tbfm they had yet attained. iPmight 
be said, with but exaggeration, that for two days 
the rabble held 4i^nidnin^h town. ,•$ might Ife said 
in the eloquciij^wwds df Gibbon, oh eye-witness to these 
proet edings, tfoat^ forty thousand PutitapS, such as they 
“ might be in the 4 time yt Cromwell, have started out of 
“ their graves.** Jn trutli, however, within these two 
day> the character of the mob was greatly changed. 
Many of the heated^ but honest, zealots of* the Protestant 
i\'^oci^tion had withdrawn. Their placet had boon 
iilh d, and more than filled, by fiercer spirits; by men 
who thirsted for plunder, and by men who aimed at re- 
\olutmn. In many ca$ea they now bore, not only blue 
cor kades in their hats, but also oak*« cudgels in their 
hands Flinging aside all ftiture reliance on their silly 
tool Lord George, they wore, it w$s clear, directed by 
sen < t, but during, leaders of tjioir own. Still, however, 
“ No Popery* wop their cry, and in tbe main their 
motives it was the Reformed Faith*riiut,ga\jp a plea for 
some of the worst ‘crimes Which it ccftutomns! 

On the Tut$d«y afternoon, aboqt six o’clock, a vast 
multitude appeared hi front of Newgate, shouting aloud 
for the freedom,of their brother rioters committed on the 
Friday night, «’Mh Akerman, the keeper, firmly refused 
to betray his dyfcfpr deliver tbe prisoners; upon which 
his house wwml&cked* and presently in frames. The 
wines and spirit# do his*cellar supplied, and not in vain, 
opportunity foar/ma*t ferutaf drunkenness. Meanwhile, 
the yells of without thb prison, were answered 

by the wild cry from within i some of thc«c 

in hope of in dread of conflagration. So 

' *--— • that it might have been 

l bble* by * mere handful of 
hbWexer, were wholly wanting 

* , .»* * * ^ 'i h-yf, 

Letter to Mrs, JrtmsV 1780, ( Miscefiweow 

Woikb.) * ' 


strong the 
defended, at least 
ie^olute men; sity 
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at that place and time. Sledge-hammers and pickaxes 
were, plied with alight effect against the iron-studded 
doors $. biit%hey were set on fire by means of Mr. Aker- 
man's furniture,, which wns dHwn oqt and piled close 
upon them. The flame :, alto, from Mri Akerinan’s house 
quickly spread tp the chapel^ and chapel to the 

cells, and made a gap ; thus, ere 

long, they were hi riotousprison. All 
the prisoners, to the uumljpr 'Ifhndred, com¬ 
prising four uddop sentence ordered for 

execution on the Thuredaymoitamg, released. No 
attempts were made to cheeky and 4h»*iyrti>' extend, the 
flames. Thus was Newgate,afc that time the strongest, 
and as might, have been supposed securest, of air our 
English gaols, which had lately been rebhilf at a charge 
of no loss than 140,000/.; lorded over that nigh? by a 
frantic populace, and reduced to'a smouldering ruin. 
Within a few hours, there was nothing left; of the stately 
edifice, beyond some bare stone walls top thick and massy 
for the force of fire to bring down. ■ r 
On the same Tuesday evening, other detaohraents or 
the mob in like manner broke open the;new gaol at 
Clerkenwell, and set free the prisoners. ^jRie dwellings 
of three active magistrates, Mr. Hyd%v^. Cox, and Sir 
John Fielding, were also attacked*land gutted by tlie 
rioters. In many districts the. inhahitaiitr found them¬ 
selves compelled by ^threats teiUnminate, their houses. 
But for fiercer was the gang, which, Rewards midnight, 
gathered before the house or Lord Mah£J%ld in Blooms¬ 
bury Square. Loud yolls were rai 


the Chief 


Justice, who with Lady Mansfeld feM^Iim’ely time to 

1 _1 1 1- A.. _ V ■ A'l. ' l.V'. XLv ' * n 


use of a 


escape by a back-door, and take* j _ _ 
friend. Directly afterwards mrr^ims 

havoc and destructiotr .thro^K''V^^^^ta^y’ rooms. 
Theyhad l»rovij|^xt' * ^awMifcurtstlblea, 

and Kindled a file -in' .the' they fed not 

only:- with ; tf»ebat w5th the 
pietttpftj, 
threw^i^er 


tore dowmand 


lentjlbrary, fqrined ji 
scholarsof hfe^§f§ 
of Pope and Bel! 



tpCrished an excel* 
yatet* accomplished 
Vfhe handwriting 
^ Other literary 
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friend*, or by his own notes upop the margin. Then 
was lost an invaluable collection of familiar letters 
n Inch Lord Mansfield had boon storing for wall nigh half 
a century, as materials, if was said, lor memoirs of l»t> 
times. Yet amidst'att this foroeiona h&voe well worthy 
of the f'otbs of, Vgj&dak, the leaders of ,the mob showH 
something of a hlghdv spirit; They would, not allow the 
valuables to be jGa&iqd cfi gs bqotn dofcjarifcg that they 
noted from Uqt for plunder. One ragged 

incendinry waWOfSfk B OOrf to cast into the fire a costly 
piece of plate with alt oath that tt should never go in pay 
nu nt of Masses f* « 

Unhappily, the same scruples did not apply to trine. 
Lord Mansfield's stellar being forced op< .n, its contents 
v«re freely 0 diatribe ted, and supplied tho rioters with 
<n*4i incentive^ to their fury. Meanwhile, the fla&es, 

< \ tending to the mansion, reduced it long ere morning to 
a bare and bl&ckanod shell. Strange as it may seem, all 
i Ik c outrages were committed in the hearing, and 
iljtHnt in the right, of a detachment of the Foot 

< - u mb>, which.b**d arrived at noarly the commencement 
«d flic fray, But they had been retrained Ky tho doubts 

Inch then 1 prevailed, whether tho troops had any legal 
riiiht to fire upon the mob, unh«$» a magistrate were 
present, first to gw&fbrtlt at full length all the provisions 
of tho Riot Aek> When a gentleman? a friend of Loid 
Mansfield, wont to the officer in cohnnand, requiring him 
to enter the hemp and defend it, the officer replied th.it 
the Justices of the "Peace had all rnn away, and that con¬ 
sequently hc 'oopU or would do nothing, t When at 
length a magistrate caught, and made to mumble 
through tho^maty* the? soldiers did advance sad fire two 
volleys, foo fefce* The discharge might kill 

V / ly? . Jj * 

* Sec Lord duprai of the* Chief Justices, vat. u 

p. $24 * The hn^fMvOh9peree this oufawf are perhaps among 
the nuM pit asiag of ni$ b.-J«r pOoto*. Well might he shy of Lord 
Momfitld/s TIooWts^ImL ' ’ * ’ ‘ < A 

* a &pgkd»3wrt>* aqf torn, t 

• 7 && 4<to» Shah mourn * . 

* yMSSS&ai hi* 6%Al n K 

f Evidence of Trial* *& **h 

p. 664.) 
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or m^n some five or six poor drunken wretches, but 
conld^impreas no salutary terror on , the rest. They 
looked bn (without concern^ some atupified and others 
maddened by their unwonted" draught)® of wine. Yet 
these were the very men who perhaps, a few hours 


before., might hsjve djanit Wi» fctthe mgre sight 

of a red coat, £Co^' a ^Mrotfafy tliat night 

illustrate what one'bf the them, 

the Chief Justice, a£terwajr<& it is the 

highest humanity to checktriC ^uniiltP !* 

Tims did that night pass In ^odfia^k^ion and dismay. 
Next morning, Wednesday/ the7t]J bf. June, the con¬ 
flagrations were arrested, but the dismay continued. 
The shops in ipost places were kept carefully closed. In 
many districts *the householders ettdeaYdhJCfid to secure 
thefnselves by chalking “ No Popery n op'their dobrs, or 
hanging blue silk from their windows. Still more effec¬ 
tual,' perhaps, was the precaution of paying money to 
several of the recent rioters, who made tedr rounds to 
claim it, walking singly, and three of thdtnYn^re boys; 
but each armed with an iron bar, tern’fetn^e railings 
in front of Lord Mansfield's house. Ojne fell^ mounted 
on horseback, refused, it -Graft said, to takeJfteythifig hut 
gold. Yet amidst $p much of horj^, ; were not 
wanting* aT usual, come points bf ridl<Rd& the 

Jows who lived inTIoundsditch and "sharing 

in the common terrof, wrote uptmj^^^tters V This 
“ house is a true Protestant" 'Xn^jp^rthe rioters, 
with perfect coolness and delibfjhtion, r&dihinenced their 
havoc., Dr. Johnsor^ who wjlked Mh^'fMend to see 


Sessions* House, at the Dfa Ba 
“ were not, it b^eves Sf htth^ 
“ wp k rit .at, leisure 4wfpJL.flawifi| 
“ without, trepidatiSn, ae/aSiml 



Erskhiebfl 


3their 

^^^k»othi»r # eye- 

■ . 


declared Lord 


v 0 i.atp.a 4 .) 


N,v 
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“ mu'it not one laugh to src what I saw j a single boy. 

“ uftan \ t (iis at tno^t, in Queen Street, mounted or n 
■»nt-hou«> ( demofeilung * how wW» gre* *e«, bnt 
• nun h Ht hta ew (tod throwing *he Jfipw* *° * w0 “V* 
•• Still younger, W^bntft them frrtheu amutement, no 
one diu.ng to pbSwrt (km^f CSaldMip «« plundenng 
at noon day %W ofLoHdott!* 

w .1 _ iJi 


L dWWU * 

In the coiue Wedfitodw Wo eeparatr attumpto 
were mad© ot 

H party of W wnvlderi^ B ^ ed > *£ d 

the uotera w«$ to &rfflthsddatod by the strength with 
mv Inch they b&<# J* guarded thatthmt attack© wero 
but fee ble and mn Restated from. They were led on to 
tlu- first by © power’s servant, on horn hack, who had 
di cm atod hi*» fcorto wiiji the chains of N«W*M 
wlnre Hh© mob met with more success The lungs 
Bench, the iFhmt, the Marshulsea, and several other 
orisons Mver© forced own, and the prisoners released* 

1 he toll-gates 0© Blackfrmrs Bridge were attacked and 
plan delta of the money they contained All these, and 
mu. other were then set on ftre. An mt 

... „ht advawd Ole glare of tonflojiiatoon might be 
in nil tbo star Own many part'- 1 he aigbt wae 
1 il" writoa Di Johnson, and <)ie number of tho 
1U . ate Area, «K bluing at .he w - um. ft com^u-d 
nilnrty-aix., Happily thin aumruei nfehtwaa perfectly 
i dm and serine • W>«> the slights wind might hay' 
stined the flames, and reduced a great part of London to 
i»lu b. But the principal accne tout night of cm^api- 
tmu, as of all tumult and horror, i;as Holborn. fhoro 
the mob had. htett open md ect on firo tho vtxAmwen 
of Mr. Imm? a Woman Catlmhc and a dipper, 
obnoxiouBtoSMs a**"* from, hia religten, and atiU 

a. . $ 


* pr Xck mob 

to Mr Chftttarpk^- 

“ m whufs »«'•* imfitoI 
are gained huin# 
appeared m the sawe* 1 
■wnttiu m f^et bf* 
of^ht Jews fn *Iio! 
pamphlet 
f **PUm and 



Jfame 9. and Hfr Blch^rd 
=* m#a '•’This latter bears tte farther |Utc. 


ietlSarralhS” oft torn,™ 
non mv ohts Wdfaom 

fom4kJ&f* * **** rf m 
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momgto perhaps from his trade. His large stores of 
tpiridnvere poured forth in lavish profusion, and taken 
up by paik'uls 5 the kennel ran gin, and men, women, 
and children were seen upon their knees eagerly sucking 
up the liquor as it flowed. Many of "these poor deluded 
wretches were gtirred to the most frantic fury,; many 
more sank down in helpless stupefaction, and, too drunk 
to mote, perished* in the flnxics which had been kindled 
by themselves. 

Up to nearly tins time there had been disgraceful 
terror in the magistracy, and as disgraceful torpor iri the 
Government. Some men thought Mainly pf their own 
escape; others seem to have imagined .that the rage of 
tlm people, like some impetuous flood, must quickly 
exhaust itself , 11 ml pass by. Evqn at the 'outset there 
had* been no lack of military aid; this was gradually 
increased by expresses sent in all directions; until l»v* 
Wednesday the 7th, there could be mustered even at the 
lowest computation 10,(XX) men; besides which, several 
large bodies of Militia had been marched up in ha-fe 
from the neighbouring counties. Yet still these numerous 
forces could «bo of no* avail in restoring order, so long a.> 
the scruple remained that)hey had no legal right to fire 
till one hour after t ho Kiot Act had been publicly read. 
In this dilemma*thedirst to show energy tmd determina¬ 
tion was the Kin/. It was from him, rather than from 
any of his subjects, that came tbo measures of protection 
so much needed and so long postponed. , Till then, such 
had been the craven spirit of some men in authority that, 
according to the Dul^e of Grafton, in,his.'Memoirs, even 
the Secretary of State's servant- Jhad wqru in their hats, 
as a passport, the cockades of thef rioters* . 

No.further relying upon others, Ills Majesty, from his 
own impulse, called a Council, on Wednesday die 7 th, 
and himself pressing, laid before &0 assembled t Minis¬ 
ters the difficulty respecting the Biot Act. The whole 
Cabinet wavered, well ‘remembering the 'excitement 
which bad followed the letter of Harrington in*he 
riots of 1768, and the readiness, at tbat time, of juries ro 
And verdicts against the officers and Jobbers w ho had 
only done their ditty. Happily frr ftc peace, nay even 
the existence of London, thq s Attprney-Generttl, Wedder- 
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burn, was present as assessor. When the King . jHKped 
to him for his opinion, Wedderburn answered o5t&ly, 
t!i« t he was convinced the RiDt Act did uof bear the 
construction put upon it. *In his judgment, neither the 
delay of an hour, doi* any such formality, is by law 
required*when the finob are engaged hi a felouV, as 
sorting fire to a dwelling-house, and cannot bo restrained 
bv other means. The Mmistw% gatheriifg firmness Trom 
W odder bur n, concurred; and the King then said that 
this bad been clearly his own opinion, though he would 
not venture to express it beforehand; but that now, as 
supreme magistrate, 1* would see it carried out. ** There 
‘‘shall l>e at all events, ” he added, M one magistrate in 
“ tin* kingdom who ^ill do his duty! ** 

liv ih« King’s commands a Prodama tior.^wifs vmmedi¬ 
ate l_v drawn up, and issued, that same afternoon, warning 
all householders to keep themselves, their servants, or 
apprentices within doors, and announcing that the King’s 
officers were now instructed to repress the riots by an 
immediate exertion of their utmost force. Such instruc* 
li'ins were sent accordingly from the ^^utant-Gcncral’s 
office : “In obedience to an order of the Kmg ifi Council, 

‘ the military to act witliout waiting for directions from 
“ the Civil magistrates,” Thai cve»ing,^nvthe first 
time, the rioters found tfiemselves T-opfronted by a 
determination equal to their own. Bodies of Militia, or 
of regular troops, were sent straight to any point when* 
uproar and havoc most prevailed. Thus, for instance, 
the Northumberland Militia, which had come that day 
by a forced march of twenty-five milei, were led at once 
by Colonel Holroyd into Holbora, amidst the thickest of 
the flames. A detachment of the Guards cho% e •before 
them the plundering -party wBich had taken possession 
of Blackfriars Bridge liere several were killed by the 
musketry^ while othcrSwere thrown, or in their panic 
threw themselves, over the parapet into the Thames. 
Wherever the*inob wppld not disperse, th^offloers gave 
the w*>rd, and the soldfers• fired .without further hesita¬ 
tion. Only in somecasfes, whero the rioters had succeeded 
in obtaining aims,. wA'apy firing; attempted in return j. 
nor could oaken stieW ah^ for mom 

than a few moments, Ifip diiflet of d^ciplined troops. . 

VOI..*\U. *i> . 
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ThtfQ^ere some of the worst plunderers in their fall 
botn^unished and detected. . One young chimney¬ 
sweeper who was killed, was. found to have forty guineas 
in his pocket. Appalling woje the sights aud sounds of 
that night; sleep banished from every eye; the streets 
thronged with people in wonder anc^ affright; furniture 
hastily removed, in apprehenriohof the flames; the 
frantic yells of tSie drunkch, and the doleful cries of the 
wounded, mingling with jthc measured tread of the 
soldiers* march, and the successive, volleys,of their mus¬ 
ketry ; and the whole scene illumined by the fitful glare 
of six and thirty conflagrations. * 

These, tumults, so culpably neglected at their outlet 
and grown t<» a height, that threatened “ to lay \vhM<* 
“ ^.‘fenced Vilies into ruinous heaps, ,f could hot be quelled 
at length without a loss of life almost as gride on-* as 
themselves. According to the Returns,.sent in to Lord 
Amherst as Commander-in-chief, upwards of 200 persons 
were shot dead in the streets; and 250 wore lying 


wounded in the hospitals, of whom, seventy or eighty 
within a short time expired. Yet,those Returns are far 
from conveying^ a full statement of the numbers that 
perished. They take no account of the dead or dying 
whom thqjr jpvn t^socialos in the fray carried off and 
concealed. They ‘lake no account of those victims to 
their own excesses, who, lying helpless beside the pail¬ 
fuls or kennelfuls ofgin, were smothered by the spreading 
flames, dp overwhelmed by the falling houses. Dreadful 
as was the loss of life that night, it proved at least de¬ 
cisive. TV conflagrations and the plunder wejjo stopped; 
the incendiaries and the robbers were scared. On the 


morning of Thursday the 8th r of Jun*,ho trace was to 
be seen of the recent tumults, bey/md the smouldering 
ruins, the spots of blood upon the pa\%mcnt, and the 
marks of shot upon the houses^ Norenewed attempt 
was itpide at riot, or even at gathering in tl»e streets. 
The crowds which had" been “ as the |itar<H>f heaven for 
u n*ultiyide, w .waned like tlv<? *dax8$wore the day* and 
those Who, on their first, app^a^ance, had wondered 
whence so many came, now' expressed equal wander 
where tlicy could be gon$- ‘ Fares' of soldiers were en¬ 
camped in convenient, pl^ee^, ks : ^ 2 i ‘the Parks, the Mu- 
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scum Gardens, and Lincoln’s Inn Fields, ready on 

any fresh emergency*,had any such opcurrc^ By their 
exertions a great nitmbey of disorderly persons, con¬ 
cerned in the late riots, were secured; several, it is said, 
being taken in the cells of Newgate, attempting # to re¬ 
kindle tTfcj fire^R tMse parts which had Tnofc been totally 
destroyed. Vbferiteer, a^ociations ‘ f fo|; tho deforce of 
“ liberty aiid pi^perty^ wej'f 1ikrnvise formed, and joined 
by many of those .wrhjjfc bad«sutffred or lmd feared tin: 
most from tho tomporw’Y absence of the lawful powers. 
Throughout 1$h l ife; day,' the shops continued shut, from 
Tyburn to* Whitechapel, and no business was transacted, 
except at the Bank^of England. But the general tran¬ 
quillity Kbon # re$tonjd the public confidencethe shops 
were ouened the next morning, the Courts of Law «re- 
Miiucd their settings, and the course of mercantile affairs 
returned to its customary channel. 

On tho same day, Friday the $)1h. Lord George Gordon 
was apprehended at his house in Welbock Street, by a 

warrant, from the Secretary of State. Had that measure 

• * 1 * 

been taken < a week More, or had Uie^iouy of Com¬ 
mons, on Friday the 2nd, exerted its own powers of 
commitment, as many members wished, the arrest might 
have tended to the rep region of t!\p wtai^nsdead of 
being only the" penalty tor them, Lord George made no 
remark on his apprehension, beyond* saying to the mes- 
m‘M gers, “If you ate juire it is me you want, 1 am ready 
“ to attend you. M When brought before the Privy 
Council and examined, ho is alleged to have shown very 
little either of sense or spirit; anfl his examination 
having concluded, lie wa-Jduly committed to the Tower, 
on a charge p£ 35i^h Trciiri<yi, and ebeortf<^ by anu- 
incrous’ guard, -the same timef. other measures were 
adopted to caluf th^ 1 "public mind. Tlius, a rumour hud 
been c\ rcwlated,'^ prisoners in the hands of Go¬ 
vernment would $e subject to $farti&l Law. Against - 
this rumfliir iliere ^ofia'levolled a hand-bilk put forth by 
authority, doclariug fb&t na'jmeh purpose had ever been 
in the ctniteniplatiop'hf GoyertimCttt, and that all persons 
in custody would; tonies/ts, according tb\ 
the u«ual forms. " Ahptb^ pTi^lfcation of the day at-A 
tempted u> counteract a Tai^more extraordinary fear. It ) 
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seem* to devote a vague idea in the mimfc of many 
j^raohs, as if there might be something in the gloves 
which the King wore, or In $ie trine which the King 
drank, to imbue him with the errors of Popery! Om.nn 
it ih aj Iras*, that the following paragraph appears in the 
public printsWe are authorised**) assure tl*t publi<, 
“ thaf, Mr. Bieknell, His Majesty’s hosiery is as true and 
u faithful a Protestant as *ony in, His Majesty’? domi- 
n nions. We have likewLsedhebfljM. authority for saving. 
u that His Majesty's wine-merchants, and many others, 
* ate also Protestants,"* m 

Thus ended the Gordon riots, mcfnorable beyond most 
otheis from the proof which they afford how sleudei an 
ability suffice under certain circumstances, to stir, if 
not to guiile, great masses of mankind; and how tin* 
liest principles and feelings, if j>erverted, may grow in 
practice equal to the worst, Bitter was tine shame mth 
which the leading .statesmen, only a few days aft* i ward-, 
looked back to this fatal and disgraceful week. Tin v 
liad seen their lives threatened, and their property d* - 
stroyod, at the bidding of a foolish young fonatic, not 
worthy to unloose the Jatchct of their siloes. Such 
dangers might be boldly confronted, stick losses might bo 
patiently 1 n* , but how keen the pang to find tlw rn- 
heUes objects of fierce fury'and murderous attack to 
that people whoso welfare, to the best of their judgment-, 
they hiul over striven to promote! In tSUch words a- 
these does Burke pour forth the anguish of his soul:— 
V For four nights l kept watch at Lord Rockingham 1 - or 
“ Sir George SaviU\ whose house* wore garrisoned by 
*• a strung body of soldiers, t<»j other with number- of 
“ true friends of the first rank, wbd were willing to 
*< share their danger*' Savile House,*Rockingham Ilonas 
“ Devonshire House, to be turned into garrisons! Oh 
“ what times! f Wo have all served the country for several 
“ years—some of us for nearly thirty—with ..fidelity, 
4< labour, and *affoction/and we are obugeu to «put our- 
u selves undermilitary protection for our houses and our 
“ persons !"t . 

* London Courant, Jane 6. 1*80. 

f Burke to fihaokletOn, Corrovp. vol. ii. p. 355. 
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In these riots, so great liad been the remissnofS ami 
timidity of Kenneth the Lord Mayor^ that, at a later 
period, he becameobjectofa proseeutiim from the 
A ttormy-Gener^and edhvicted, One of his co¬ 
adjutors, Aldermah'fettp, ft most keftlo.ua Ko Popery man. 
might %ren he saii ^ have countenanced the insurrec¬ 
tion, by allo^h^ the constables of his Ward to wear the 
blue cockade Jhpfif' hat* »and by appearing publicly 
arm-in-arm with i<orjJ Geprge Gordon. But another 
City magistrals ahd Alderman, «T#hn Wilkes, unex¬ 
pectedly came forth as the champion of law and order. 
With great cour$g$ -n that indeed he never Wanted — 
he went, in th©; midst of the disturbances, to apprehend 
the printer, of a settf tionsiiand-bill; and J»o did his duty 
11ironghou^undeterred by. mob clamours*and regardless 
of moo applause., ' - * 

When oh the 19th, according to adjournment, the 
Lords and the Commons met, the business concerning 
the late Hots was opened by the King in a Speech from 
the Throne, Addresses ip reply, thanking His Majesty 
for his jg&rontal care ami concern, were moved and 
carried in both Houses. The Peers, however, hud some 
discussion as to the lawfulness of the military measures 
which had been pursued. Then, jvit h his usual air of 
serene and Stately dignity, Lord Mansfield rose. He 
touched slightly, but severely, upon tfic inaction, in the 
first instancy of the executive Government; “which,” 
however, he added, “ it is not my part, to censure. My 
“ Lords, I dp, hot/pretend to apeak from any previous 
“ knowledge, for J» neVer was prase®* at any consultation 
“ upon the subject, or «ummoned to Attend, or asked my 
“ opinion, or heard th® reasons which induced the Go- 
“ vernment tpramidn passive so Jong and to act at last.” 
Here, it is, said* there was wonder expressed by the by * 
siaqde^, aadsc^^ turned 40 ' the Treasury 

Bench, Id another passage there was yet one more 
reflection ufamthepivil Pow^, as liable to the charge 
either of neglept % ; *{ mttive 'imbecility * But the main 
stress of Lord h|&Afield , e speech was directed to the 
question of mere laifV. “ I have hot,”—thus he spoke 
at the outset—“ 1 have not consulted books; indeed, I 
“ have no books to cbhsult.^ ..At this allusion, so gently 
• ’* f>9 
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ttnd *o giacofull) made, to the recent outiagc wreaked 
upon him, tho assembled Peers, without breaking their 
reverential adlence, showed all the sympathy that looka 
or gestures could express, Yf*t they had little cause to 
deplore lus loss of hooks, when* as ms speech proceeded, 
they found the loss supplied by his^nemoryb ijpli store 
— when they hoard him, with unanswerable force, and 
on slrclly legal .grounds, vindicate the employment of 
the 1 1 oops, “ His Majesty/* thus did Lord Mansfield 
conclude, “and thc*e who have advised him, X repeat it, 
“ have acted in strict conformity to the Common Law. 
“ Tho military have hen called fn, and very windy 
•* called in, not a* soldiers, but as citizens. N° matter 
“ whether thciy coats he red Air brown, (hoy were tiu- 
“ployed, not tip sulivert, but to preserve, tho Laws and 
“ Constitution which wo all so highly prize.” * 

When Lord Mansfield sat down, the Address, which 
he supported, and which the Dukes of Richmond and 
Mane hotter had in some degree impugned, was earned, 
without 011 c dissentient voice. Bishop Newton, who 
i\ as present, records this speech as one of the Jinest ever 
heard in Parliament* and it has ever since bpi deemed 
a landimuk in that sphere* of our Constitutional law. At 
the time, however, ^ts doctrines did not wholly 
escape nnunKiTt* rsi*n out of floors; and some critics 
muttered that Lold Mansfield seemed to think all the 
law-books in the emnftry burnt together with his own,* 
Tn tlio Commons, next day, the great Protestant pen 
tion was discussed; when the House agreed to live 
Resolutions, which Buiko had in part prepared, and 
Lord North correct*-d.f It i* pk using to find these two 
distinguished men, estranged on Mlmost every other sub¬ 
ject, combined bn the gjreat principle pf religious tolera¬ 
tion. There was, then, no shrinking fee# past merits, 
no subservience* to mob-cries. The Resolutions did 
indeed declare that all attempts to te&tfg the youth of 
this kingdom from tho fotablishod Church* to Popery, 
were highly criminal according to tib'Mra in force, and 

j * f s 

* ft, ’Walpole to HMttn; June i$. „ * 

f Lord North's private letter W mthe correspondence 

of the latter, vol 11. p, WJU 
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might be a proper subject of timber regulation. But 
they went on to say, in terms no less full anil explicit, 
that all endeavours? to misrepresent the Jpt of 1778, 
tended to bring dishonour*on the national character, and 
to discredit tbp Pfcdieatfait religion. The same spirit of 
bold adherent to# the principles, thpn so fat from 
popular, of 177$» will be found to animate the speeches 
that night both Of Lord Nerth and Mr, Burke. • With 
equal courage," god on Stiy broader ground-*, was put 
lot th the argument of Fox, * I am a friendi” ho oriod, 
“ to universal toleration, and an enemy to that narrow 
“ way of thinking $mt makes men come to Parliament, 
“not for tho removal of some great grievances felt by 
“ them, but to dc<ftro Parliament to shackle and fetter 
“ theig fellow-Bttljjocts." * • • 

The same praise of firmness against popular clarabur=, 

< an scarcely be awarded to Sir (Jeorge Savilo. We hud 
him, if not recede from his opinions, at least falter in hn> 
tone. He scented eager to explain away his former 
\otos, and eager also to bring in, under hh own name, 
tho Bill {Utajtagt Popish eon versions. Hit* Bill went to 
deprive tie Roman Catholics of dm right of keeping 
schools, or receiving youth fb board at their hoti*cs. 
Music-masters, drawing-masters, aryl so me ot her teachers 
not taking boarders, wrtv to bo c tetnpnfom penalty. 
But, not satisfied even with these safeguards, as they 
were deemed, of tho Protestant faith, Sir George mo veil 
another clause in the Committee, to prevent any Homan 
Catholics front* taking Protestant children as apprentices , 
a clause which Lord Beauchamp, and other members 
opposed as a restriction upon trade. Sir George*!* cluuse 
being, howew&f carried, Burke indignantly declared that 
ho would attend no further*the progress of £he measure.* 
Finally, the,'J$a$ passed the Commons, but was lost in 
the. Lords, ^ ' • 

Before thebjhd'of the Session — it was closed by the 
King In pcf3cn/<ro 4 the 8th of JMy — Lord North carried 

* Pari. Hist, vsifcf s£L> p. 726. Tn his ape* ch at Bristol in tho 
j^ptember foilowfbfc stddtr-" Among his (Sir George 

“ haulo’t) fhults tfyflfatwaw bsfo fdelumiog a greater degree of 
«* prejudice agatostAUt** pflOMs <the Bonnan (’atbolic*), than 
“ becomes so wise aMa* . (polls, vdt hi p. 969. ed. 1916,) 

'"9)4 w * 
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an Address, that an exact account might be taken of the 
losses and damages in the recent .riots., The claims sent 
in ipcjafdfeigfy to the■ Board ■ Tfdrks by various 

persons, and, exclusive of the/ooet ofxihe demolished 
gaols and public buildings, amopO 4wt 1a : $30,000/.,* most 
of winch sum, as asseesed/waa ;j*e^weft by aerate on 
the several parishes concerned. Both Lord Mansfield 
and Sir George 6avile declined to sendih any claim for 
compensation; a forbearance totheir honour, considering 
the high ofiice of the one "and the^hiaple fortune of the 
other. 


Before the end of the Session* akw,the meaniires 
against the rioters in custody were * in active progress. 
It had been resolved to try the Middlesex cases at the 
next Old* Bailey Sessions, commencing on*the 28th of 
Judo; and for the cases in Surrey to issue, without 
delay, a Special Commission. Over this Commission 
the Lord Chief Justice De Grey had notice sent him 
that he would be 764011*04 to preside. But .Do Grey, 
whose health was failing, and whose nervee Were Bhaken, 


was so* startled at the thought of such a task that, sooner 
than undertake it, he sent in his resignation* Weddcr- 
burn immediately claimed for himself'tiie long-coveted 
Chief Justiceship, apd he obtained ity nbtwithstanding 
Lord NortlnTnatuml reluctance to forego so able a 
coadjutor in the House, of Commons. He was further 
gratified with a Peerage, by the title of Lord Lough¬ 
borough. His promotion was commonly approved, and 
drew forth warm congratulations, even from political 
opponents. Nor <j!id they forbear from'honourable 
counsels. “My Lord,* wrote -Burke, “I hope that, 
“ instead of bringing the littleness of Parliamentary 
“politics into a Court, of Justice,.yoii bring the 

“ squareness, the manliness, and the a judicial 

“place into the House ofParUrih«^i'#|^^^u are just 
“ entering.” f '. . ' , 


‘a judicial 
u are just 


Such high antimpatioffs, it iduri; were not 

altogether Mfififpd. The. ,$poeoK ; ^i||Jjwhich the ntew 
Peer opened ^the Spechd; the 10th of 


• ,'ip\ f : 


1 
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July, was indeed much admired for its eloquence, and 
much applauded as falling in with the angry temper of 
that time. But, o*i coal retrospect it Whs flit that its 
partial overst&tfetumits, its intemperate denunciations of 
won upon their til were fur from becoming in a 
Judge. ^ At present" writes one of his successes on 
the Bench, “no Counsel, even in opening a prosecution, 
“ would venture to make snob % speech.* 1 * 1 

It no happened by good ^fortune for Lord George 
Gordon, that a legal technicality—* and no law certainly 
so much abounded, in these as ottr’s — delayed the trial 
until the ensuing year, when & calmer temper in the 
public might be expected to prevail. But ere the month 
of July, 1780, had closed, all the other riot**rs in custody 
— no less thab 135 —- had been already tried." Of thpse 
about one half *w ore found Guilty ; and among the con- 
\ u*t« d — but he received a respite — was Edward 
I >i itni<s the common hangman. Finally, after full 
( nu- 1 deration of the cases and numeiou* respites, there 
\\<io twenty-one persons left to undergo the extreme 
m. ntonce of t^e law. m 

* lvord Campbells law# of the Lhanwllor* vol. n. p, 144. 
S)<jiiai to bis is the judgment ot Lord Bmnphiun. 
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Revkrtjno from the course of home aflhitg to the prose¬ 
cution of the war, we fiyd England at this period, 
threatened or assailed in every quarter of the globe.— 
Kter hince the laniards* declaration of War in 1779, 
(Gibraltar had been closely invested. The events ni that 
memorable siege will require and Reserve a consccutuc 
account, and that account will frntl its place at tin n 
close. Meanwhile, it may here bo stated, that Admit,il 
Sir (leorgv Rodney, who lmd been named to tlio chuf 
command in the West Indict, was directed on hi* way to 
atford some relief to the beleaguered fortress. On this 
occasion, us on every otlu r, Rodney more than fulfilled 
tho expectations of his lnend&. At the beginning of Inn 
' qjrag*, and of the month of January, he capfcutOd a rich 
Spanihh convoy in tho Bay of Biscay. On the 16th of 
tho same month, lfti encountered tho Spanish Admital 
Langara, off Cape St. Vaicont. The action, which con¬ 
tinued till two hours after midnight, wa*> well-contested, 
but tho i ftwry'ofdic English was complete* Bangara’s 
own all ip of eighty guns was taken, and throe ships of 
the line besides, wftiiln four others were either sunk, 
blown up, or driven on shore. Of the whole Spanihli 
fleet only four sail escaped into CodurBay. Rodney 
pursuiug his vova^ and anchoring Gibraltar, cheered 
the garrison by his news almost 4 m m&chaa by his succour. 
He stmt forward some light ships, to afford relief, in like 
manner, to the English at Port Mahon i and these objects 
having been accomplished, he made the beat of lus way 
to tho West InjJios. h ' , * 

In that quarter the PwSh deal W$fc COmmlndTd bv 
Com to de Ouichen s the \u *nkh *t‘a lator period, by 
Adqt^al Solgflo. Rodpoy AAo<l flfcA against both,.even 
when combined, but was flqfc jtoi oring them, as he 
wished, to a general engagemtehh \4iliist, the thre% an¬ 
tagonists parted as thop<$ * v h£tebfltent. He Gutchen 
convoked to Europh the merchantmen 
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of France; Solano put into the Ilavanna; «and Rodney 
sailed for a time towards the North American, coasts. 

The victory . means 

our sole euce^;iii ,v t3^^Ha|^kii:. 

Digby was prizes, 

he fell VFieholl' ship a 0f the line, be¬ 
sides two ittRitterf stores. 1 Several 

other v pother Captains. Bat in 

the summer, were not tar¬ 

nished, oar trs^Sig'-'int^lests austaihe^ a grievous blow. 
Count Floridfl^Bmnoa, the Spanish Minister, had're¬ 
ceived inteUi^ohco fi^m his spies in England, that the 
nnited dee^of Wost arid East India men were about to 
sail, with only,fcWo ships of war for their convoy. I<ayittg 
his plan acc^lhngly mtU gi^eat secresy nnd»KkiU, he sent 
out a sc/hadtoriWiih every ship that could be spared to 
intercept thpsefleets at their point of separation off the 
Azores islands. The two English convoy-ships escaped, 
but scarce Artyof the convoy, and thus well-nigh sixty 
sail freighted^lth costly merchandise and in part also, 
with niUitai^ fetotes for the defence of our distant settle¬ 
ments, wet# brpoght captive into Cadis. Newer before, 
it is said, was that harbour entered by so rich a prize.* 

But besidei thehtmost exertions b^sea, both of France 
and Spain, we hhd algo, at this trying period, to with¬ 
stand the ctairas of Neutral nations. Tlfese deemed their 
commerce impededtheir honour*compromised by the 
Right of Seawih, whieh we had exercised over since the 
beginning ofthewar. They were disposed to contend, 
in oppositloir^'l^^principles of ou^ Maritime law, and 
to the deciai<^fti|i^;5iir Admiralty Courts, that a neutral 
flag should the cargoes eveivd* a hostile 

state. On it had beep yielded, the supplies 

most injuiic^jte^j^^laterepts might have been poured 
in without'Sf%^^l^gsure, not only to apy point on the 
French or Spi^ph>i^twii^\bui also to our own insurgent 

Colonic* ““ s ,t ---' 

ourselves the; mdfe 
time past been^ 

The complaints^) 


mi 




intone especially, aa next to 
»pjftl 'riation, wjf had for* some 
ift^dischsislons on that score, 
hut come wholly - from 

,4 , 1 J » , 


4 
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their side, lit our arduous conflict we had found them 
lukewarm allies «r enemies. We accused 

tbethof &iviflg the American 

priv&teers in ^thety 1 -IndiA aihUMfo We accused 


them of receiving favotjiubly iit , 
Paul* Jones with IW English * 



we r 


'Jones with the fengusu 1 

equired from them, but in' vaiio^.'tpi^Ki^ 


European ports 
"*" male. And 


succours m 


the Wr, according't6 thfi cpos^Y^u^mations in their 
treaty of 1716. \ 1 5 ■ ‘ v ‘ it'd Vc&fev 


The memorials and counter- 


■po these sub- 


IW3E 


jects were transmitted in part by Ooutii ^eldercn t the 
Dutch Minister in Loudon, and in ,patt y by Sir Joseph 
Yorke, who. for upwards of a quarter of fti#couiury had 
been the English Minister at the the nrdst 

of/his papet warfare and of the aoctintulatin^ bale* of 
protocols, some of the points in dispute were brought to 
a practical issue. On the first day oftbe New Year, 
1780, a Dutch fleet of rncrchant-ships proceeding to the 
Mediterranean, and convoyed by one. or their Admirals, 
Countllyland, fell in with an English Squadron under 
Commodore Fielding. The Dutch Coiaumoder refused 
to allow the pretensions of the English, ; Hefired upon 
the boats which the Commodore sent toso&rchlm Vessels; 
poured a broa dside into Fielding's own^Sg^hip; and 
then, finding t\je*act of ho&ility struck his 

colours. The greater part of the cohtoy made their 
escape; but seven sail, besides Count fiVtatid’s man of 
war, were carried to Spithead. It .wafr found that they 
were laden with military stores far the French 

and Spaniards; m*i thus, on the ev^qt BeComing known 
to the two Ooveroraents of St* JameB*ei*pd the Hague, 
there arose a train of angry recrindc&tk$a from both. 
You supply our enemieswith.- ; tani^v^^-itlw-.English. 
.You insult Cur flag, said' the .Dut^^ >•. . 



But the main, i 

sion which it produced at.-,,, 
there some tipie since* lh«t"itS 
Mcdkemnein 
freighted Mih < 

Gmm 



f/Z. 




the iippres- 
w . eWs bad Come 
r( , 7 i-;c7uiseH ih the 
trading vessels, 
^,4#. wrri»n of 
CJaimcriflcfliad 
/she was fond 
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of saying, “ is my child;"* wad as Mich she was eager 
to protect it. Sfatt jfea$Upfowfr prejparing some rotaTia- 
tory measures atim/lfy £Mh% wh$t the 1st 

of January en^blg&he? CoU£t FsA, on enemy 

of England, tfoopa tb her rescut- 

inents. «0n VffiMtitrvt Ifonruury* she issued her famous 
Declaration to, wk BoltereM Courts assorting in the 
strongest tefUM^Jhi P^Spa^ that freh Ship* make 0 fieo 
goods; that im&^bsisd’artacjoa^re only such as a treaty 
stipulates; **4wt Uaohadesto he acknowledged must 
be stringent fed elective. This Declaration, though 
profcs-edly alined at all the Belligerents, without distinc¬ 
tion, m truth struck England solely, or almost solely, as 
the prcpon&sptiug Tower at sea. It became the basis 
ot the ;* Attfted Neutrality," as it was termed? an^lb- 
ance between Russia, Sweden, and Denmark, to support 
the claims of Neutrals, if needful, oven by the force of 
ai ms To this alliance other Neutral Powers, as lied* 
land and Prussia, afterwards acceded. Spain and Franfc 
'iftcedily gfcve in their adlieaion to the C/Anna’s code; 
Spain dftdMfeg that she had infringed it only on com¬ 
pulsion Uf reunite the violence of Eaglawh Thus, in 
addition to alf her other enenfios at this period, in the 
Old World and the New, England was MLto maintain, 
single-handed, against a league of tb»? ljaftic Powers, her 
principles ofldarstimo Law. J , 

It mightf seem indeed as if, at that period, the other 
nations of foe 6$rik* jealous of our long ascendancy, or 
mmdful of thdr past humiliations, were all combining to 
ruin or despot U& *> Worse still, ouaown past errors or 
misdeeds fc^^hsrtied gainst us a large share of our 
native str^rah? had arrayed in North ^Aaienca the 
arms, and ^Mt^r»parts rfTreland the feelings, of our 
fellow -count^f*^ m the opposite ranks. Of one thing, 

; &&Hcutwlrty" 

Mntadenp, an ttceounwof it la the unpre- 
>Wy m volume recently poWfobtd by 
Mb' (Diploufwt-y of the Eevolution 
Mints «t imho bar® been ton- 
_ itmmimfy sketch (te Consuls! 


I w#uld coiUmend 
tending, but 
M*W.& * 

New York, MS*.) 
flensed by Ah tUl 
et iTmpire, \qbil 



46 


HISTOIiY ('JF ENGLAND. CflAP. LXIL 




munswuB ■'ww* uawj R^uira';uiwpu,wi ?aur wienor ex- 
igtffciel, no*; $f&4' with the 

ffrftwinor < fiftilAra >friwl wuim^V VOQinen iUl<l 

. A. 1 .1 ^alt 


growing dAftgor^*: ; ;45oi^r8 ; ,-*»d/ , 

militia felt> each toaninhia OW|i ^|g^. J^6 1, fi^ydal call 
upon him, apd sCemed . although 

out-ifumbered, were Ow navy 

wan bo well directed ani e# as to wage 

war, <m no uneqdol d&fEorope, of 

Africa, of Asia, and'of^'Am©ric% # 4|^^^^ff the best 
navies of the world. Our trobps,•t^$m';^^ftauy , ' othpr 
duties or defences in opposite quarters globe, yet, 

H& will presently bo seen, in the trftnla^tmkXjf that year 
in ^.orl-ll America, displayed an augm©&tOqt }'0xbj^y > and 
achieved important succories. ■ V/jJ '/ 

The motives that weighed with the chiefs in 

Jorth America, to transfer the war front t^'Middle to 
Se Southern States, have been al ready oigtlnecL On 
the day after Christmas, 1779, §irHenryOintohy with 
about 5,000, men, embarked on board Ad¬ 

miral Arbutbnot. He left behind him at'York, to 
defend that, important post, a suffieh^t fo^^der Gen¬ 
eral ICnvn hfliiseg . His voyage proved :^^iiyifrffmy and 
unprosporous; h$ hist several bf his and all 

bis cavalry horses, apd was nearly seyeh weeks at sea. 
Immediately on landing he took meaiure^as he had 
designed, for investing Charleston, whtl4;;^%niral, Ar- 
Imthnut (with whom, however, the ' not on 

cordial terms) was «to second tho.^bsm^e + i with his 
ships, up the Ashley river* Cl i a Some re¬ 

inforcements he received,, could 
7,000 men; and the *beai&cdrW^^:Sp 
They were commanded by 
from tbp Northern States, 
of jnne ships of war, under X$5fy% 
eicut time hw| been lefrk; the# 
considerable works of defence * A 
engineers f andfurther; 


was gathering for 
ever, #0 English 
inff. frm 



-^rnbre than 
[#s ,v many. 

lincoln 
^Mtikdron 
‘ * Snffi- 
. ctirih some 
ceofjFrelWh 


force 
thislaat, how* 
inrfeipount- 
a-oar tv of 
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horse; an 
American 
Monk’s C< 



Having . 

great oa th» W* 1 * <rf **V> 

the A <hemp.- ! v«i'willing to accept the 

terms of 

the art,i clea Mhb 4«k& English took 

possession o $h laid down 

.their armsijmnehlng put with certain 1. 
honours of;^^rw4?Q*jli>Wams of 5,000. 'Of these the 


t\)»tiiiental#bops, &ttd seft«>en were to remain prisoner^, 
nud the MUitS^mehft return to their hornet upon parole. 


Ail they * was either destroyed W seifled, 

together wi^r&ifgernnount of* stores, and 400 pieces of 
^ rttkftr tevtmi* in the American war* JL« 



perhaps, bfe£f. „ ,. , 

news of itl%^te|v^Ugland exactly at. the close of Lord 
<ieorgo Gew'^V; riots? and tcudoik iu m sprytU degree," 
to restore ^pWic/co^^nce, and tV» cheer the public 
mind, . .. ' f ■ \ 

Charlcstoii^l^pg |low in possession of the Engl isli, 
their secure, as far as. possible, tin? 

general the province. With this object 

Sir Henry i^M&Mned several Proclamations, inviting 
support, admw^.cf* favour and protccticm all inha¬ 
bitants ■^hife^fc£vreturn to their attcgianta, Many 


bftaiits.'-wh^pi7ii«turn to their allegianr^ Many 
hundreds. fb enwd themselves as loyal 

MiUti%iind^^p#^#gpaonv' : At the same time, Kir 
Henr|r.;«wf ffcj^tinofcto the mtoM 

of the under Colonel Tarle- . 

uu^fell V. ^i%l»Xaus • commanded by: 

Colofiel EagUs^werc 

not Art'- exhausted by to% 


imt^oulyin/erh 
marches fe&fcfpg! 
hours tK^ne^ $$ 
which *psu0th5 


i§ 9 £ 


connifet. 
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The Americans could pot deny the victory, but ha' c 
aileron the daughter was needlessly great, larle* 
ton> par# having mfased qulrtue Id their oppom its 
after they had ceased to feeist add laid down their 
arms** *y \ 

The Americans In the Souih&m J States ^ere now 
greatly dispirited. During the siege of Charleston, they 
had *■ expected assistance/ but in ya|h> tint from the 
Spanish force in Florida^ and next' frbm the French 
fleet in the Wesrt Indies, They saw Sottlh Carolina 
apparently won bach to the Boyal cau*V*!n€ with Romo 
probability that North Carolina drould follow the < x- 
ample. But, at this crisis, intelligence reached Sir 
Henry Clinton, that tlio Americans upon the Hudson 
wejw* on tiie* point of receiving considerable succoui s, 
that a French fleet sent to their aid, with severaf Fiern h 


regiments on board, might soon be expected off the N< w 
England coasts Sir Ilenir deemed it his duty to pro¬ 
vide in person, for the safety of his principal charge 
In the first days of June ho accordingly re^erobarked for 
New York, with & portion of bis force; leaving, how - 
ever, about 4,000 men under Lord Cornwallis's com¬ 
mand. The instructions gnen to Lord Coin Wallis, were 
to consider the maintenance of Charleston and in general 
of South Carolina, as his mam and indispCiuhdble object", 


but consistently wjth these, he waa lift 3 $ liberty to 
make 44 a solid move/ as it was termed, into North 
Carolina, if ho judged it proper, or if In found it 
possible. 

Charles, the second Earl, and afterwards the first 
Marquis, Cornwallis was bom in 1738. 'Early in hie 
he liad embraced tho military profession, which lie 


steady courage, by a vigilant att^lliph hts duties. In 
17$$, on the Declaratory BUI, lt§ had shbwnmis con¬ 
ciliatory temfopr to the Colmrfm l^lng with <Lord 
Camden and only three ^berabeipSi wrf right we had 
.0 twthom^th* in tho 

• Gordon', ft* a ► !**■ 
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House of Commons. * When, however, the war broke 
forth, he acted soltflyjg* p soldier, Hndltfrard 

Cornwallis w$»' «ffiw if no 

wet JSik U5 to 
mt office that an En- 


romrnon 
attain, at an< 


glishraan, out e£j$^a|d>c*h the office <& Governor- 

General 9f |»dfa. > 'JCbih" warf JTrahcis £ord Rawdoti, 
hubaoquentlyjbM^jk ktiqwh, fir^fc as lCar\ of Moira,.and 
then as Mar|t)fc h£ mating?. In the ensuing battle of 
Camden, where he the second rank and played a 
dibtinguishcd'p&fyV wa$ ^ot yet twenty-six years of 
age, and h&mad. alwady gained renown, flvo years 
before, in the Mtftle of Bunker’s Hill, f 

Whilt theaiego of # Charleston still went on, iho Con¬ 
cuss, alaimod^or the two Carolina*, directed JW.ufching- 
ton to ><*nd thiibor a considerable detachment of^lils 
army, Under Boron de Kalb. On the surrender of 
Lincoln at Cbariesion, Do Kalb became the senior officer 
in tin Southern'States; but in the -ummer, as tho alarm 
M»iu,»Hod* the Congress appointed (General Gates above 
h m id tht> chief command The. affair at Saratoga, 
ili >ugh in fera wtfle owing to Oare^dmd giv^n him, up 
to this tinted £ ^h%H reputation # f<u military skill $ ana 
in- presence Jk (be South, it was imagined, would go 
fir to secure me public oonfnh m*<. *Ju 4hu rapid war- 
faie which CUMd* both armteq were exposed to great 
vuIForings fr6m toilsome marches, iipa well-nigh tiopic 
clam*. Tim Americans, as Gafow led them onwards, had 
to make tbdir ^way through a country of sand-hills, 
-wampH, and hi thoir own expressive phrase, “ pino- 
“ barrens.** So* scarce wero provision thoir camp, that 
at one time' were -Jrong appearances of mutiny. 
They complained, ltbaf*they had little to eat, heroud tho 
lean cattle picked up the woods." Their whole army 

*■ " # 

*• Sc*c*Tol?tJpf 32$ Jmd the pointed observation* of WOkes, on 
n fomng, seib# y^Wrm^Jto Owl debate. (1VL Hat. vol. xxu 
}> <m) Harare looser nmiigfccence*, frans- 

nrs th* scene to €fiWWh woft tab Stamp Act, in* 1765. (Better 
to Muson.1***. 

t *<ior& tbOrdpfl alihaTOi hi* name I* establufied 

“tor life" GewrfW Ltgd Stanley, June 25. U7&> 

(America iSjWR. 
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er the neeesaitypf usinggreen corn and peaches 
-* —some days, 


Z7r' 7 “ 

a™.-—-* 

; yjtfo approach' of 
range in 
*oy,td Standard 
cumstances ofeepOci 



ample, who hs4 **ot 
but accepted military rank, 
just long enough to suj^W*; 
arms, and ammunition from x 


quietly led diem back to hisfoldi 
lion, Lisle drat joined Colonel S 
able partisan from South Ciurolijj^. YW .. - 

Guerrilla warfare, but who with 


tht; a great 
Joined the 
under cir- 
fbr ex- 
: allegiance, 
V waited 
h clothes, 
and then 
_ hie defec- 
^{fS^active and 

►-v “ in. ff- ^ 

began a 


lo&s $ once at Bocky Mount, ahd^bfM^alff 
The English in South CArolj^a.’ *^ " 
line of posts extending fromthe , w 
fortified village of Ninety Six»f !Thtgi$$f 
.however, lay towards the centre, $}'$M 
commanded by Lord Bawdon, ^^ 1 ^^ 
to protect, them 'from the summer'"' ^ 
wallis, upon the news*, of Gates’s 
person to the post of danger* ’ 
morning‘m vhe 0 i6fch of 
two armies met. A skirmish 
daybreak, became 1 a general, e^L 
waftis had only 2,OCX) men; the 

' v Vf- 

' * .Ramsay's Hist, roh it p. 164 . fib a* 
woods in that country, that the fir it 
“there can be do doubt,*’ says Mr. i 1 
“ ous to Louisiana, as wefi at^o for, 

** America the peach i$ regards jq 
“introduced from Europe befhrW-T 
(Poowmom Britamiicura, ~. 

f Om Amvkm author.(ofr*§i^ 

' that, the name of Xlnft.^r 14 ' 



ng Hock. 
• this time, a 
y&r to tho 
gipal force, 
; it was 
djtis men 
rl Corn- 
tenod in 
in the 
of the 
eh, after 
Lord Com- 
rnte than 

% - . 

" “ the peach tree 
*m«i “and 
^hfcs in digen- 
hmiy parts o c 
ffjf paying beC 
‘•explored.” 



HW») tells 09 
Jitptfona exed- 
Its. name. 

it I Ft A 
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twice as many 
anti ilMiscipr 
left winjgj 
their artn&;l 
On their*" 
bravely, 
last y^ere 
of tearing 
irretrievably 
Besides ^ 

Americans; 
eliased $11] 
wen; so 

the sm^leil^'^feh 1 -:'battalions remained entire* .and 
that near)y. ; |$i|^^^»r '-odicera were parted* from their 
respective?$heir whole track was strewn with' 
arms °** A ^IT' * V8 y* Among the prisoners 

was their' Baron de JKalb, who died 

next, day % f^pP' J v y^Hid4fL ”' 

W&C&Wkm was not the only success of 


The 
(he Eng 
Sumpter, 
ford by ! 


njtflfc troops * 
but at 

.„ ffifc* 1 l&onaccused 

.day *was 
? wtle:mhre decisive." 
,r '’;|hlih'whd'" : is many riipturiKVthe 

fslgjr tlib cavaj&y bf Tarleton, they 
aiid,'dispersed, that, not even 


time. Active # as was Colonel 
^iWfrisod and routed at the Catawba 
■(Sir;Active Cftlonel Tarlrton, Lord 
pranced to the tow 14 of Chamotte, ami 

_ ... ^^e'vepttqnest of North Carolina In 

the first detuned it requisite to take 

measures South province. Highly 

incensed' wets of treachery as Lisle's, he 

had reconi^'^S^o'^dst severe orders in return.' The 
penalty against all Militiamen 

M^Writh.the English, went oif to Bio 
the prisoners ‘in the ^battle of 

and with 
!> PQcJcgto’—were hanged, 
^^naaddraifc Augusta and else- 



who,. after!; 
insurgents! 
Camden,^ 
British p; 
Other su 
where.* 
parole h|* J 
carried on a 


who had bees 
meat of the4 


ff'JjfMA living on their 


i^^Witb‘ tl^?i r r insurgent 

ie-pstatesof those 
l$e eStabbsh'f. 
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bound® of justice ; 

.a*..-■ — -- "»Royalist 

ord Cora- 
Jbr every 

^command, 
■' ; y$ry ’least 
" > less to 
which was 



/■ wa#is bessune ibfc 

’h*. Wlthaia to© 

■ Lb& Rawdon* bgd^ecitf^ 
announced, aowe ^nesaut^ ^ 
be justified. - In f a le^r to quin 

■ intercepted, we find, for• — “I 

“ will jrive the inhabitants ton bead of 

“any deserter, belonging.to, the. v<duhl®|ilof Ireland; 
w and five gained® only, if they bring,No 


When, 
Lord 


in the 
Nearly in 


adequate to excuse these most blamatd^ ^ 
however, he was called upon 'to .vini^pwt 
Hftwdon declared that many of Ida ■ihr||t$ , 'Were meant 
only u to act on the fears and prejudh^u^ffc , iYt^V alp - , ’ 
-and by no means to be carried into 

Up to this time, the progress of‘ “ 
Carolina® had been uniformly 
October, Major Ferguson l«d forward’;n|$‘too far 
jpr- too inoautidusly. The bacfcwb^A|^te^;'fitom the 
Alleghany Hills,, anned with 'and 

collecting in large numbers, 

loyalists, who, after a bravo .muijldi^>Wpto either 
hilled or made prisoners j being 

among the slain... This disaster, at the 

pass of the King’s Mountain indto^b^^^'Oathwalh's 
to retreat from 'Charlotte,, tfod ‘next 

'year, his military aohomcb . 

At Now Tort the 
Sir Henry Clinton’*'' troops,J<toJ 
., sailed for ’Charleston^ thattymML 
. 'frost, with great 
nofboen known M^i-S 


* * fhj'i 

f t"<jT / 

foomHit 

m k*M 


lUwdonV 



With 
;0o sooner 
by intense 
♦severe had 
W$>jM&rr of 

, will i»0 

va. pp. 554 
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man. Not on 

• _i ' .a 


illicit W 
heaviest 





■~ **la i ’ 




\ * 2 to ■ - 

J t 

K 


^fwm#f«f^waa-m ; lid condition ib 'avail 
^^jtetattltv^'Ncv^ was. his army.'in 
'had''' the ■ Congress shown itself more 
., ■; lie could only sn&s&t ‘at’ flHby 
pM bebd^qxmrtcra at Morristown, military 
ft^^ihe surrounding districts. To this 
most unwillingly that hi* 
* ^ T 'it||p 0 ct i and the supplies thus obtained 
^tythan illegal. Even at the close of 
^declares that: — V .We are constantly 
; wi-JwjrVing”t Nor were his Lumbers by 
! »^"|i v tbe. Congress liad promised and 
"'’fijStft be.had 35,000 man; in f».ct, less than 
mM&tmmer, 17§fV the American 
States, remained almost wholly at 
idiily ‘ two slight and unsuccessful 
XiOrd ^Stirling, on Staten Island \ 
iWayne, at Bergen’ Point The 
‘ mr^iS^ ‘ while expect) *g Clinton’s return. 


^ Pn (J rprise, except a landing in the 
Ml planned, and ended only in the 
'*&&& of Springfield. 

^ TMjy". 

jft.PiSf twoal lively iviuter, by Madame 

^Mt^ fedS^X uisteM®* 

Aftdl’fksl'" J7&0 - tQenwal’Onsene^ 
*llttrter Cfcnendfwrites 
ft,w ' 

&h-V ; '(’• «. ;• 'The.grass man 





ossa 
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In April, 
_ news that 
tidily 
for the 


y%3er. itlipse eimimataaco«, ; ^rith especial 

m wm&m ** La 

aS t h e bearer 

Sb Ciovemment were prej^ln^,.,, _, 

despatch, an imuAHmntoftw^ ajwgf^;; 
succour of America. : In' tfe the pro¬ 
mised armament *ppeared\»£’the 'ffimw***'-- * ' '' 

j .a ___ ’(» j.». . y * 


coast; it 

consisted of seven sail of * the - hn%'.amaUer 
ships of war, withTabont $,04)0; troops i, This was 

calle.fl only the first division; h^(wd^1siil^h«l,' , 'thoitgli 
announced, never reached America.* was com¬ 

manded by th** Chevalier 4e Ternay, anA/tpe army by 
the Coiute dc'Uochamheau. In framing tljoiristructioiH 
for 4t«j latter, the French Ministry Ibad showit a ■wise 
and provident forethought. To guard : against jealousy 
between the two so lately hostile nations, they'directed 
that Rochambcau and his troops should, in ali cases, be 
under the orders of Washington* w ho was appointefl to 
the rank of Lieutenant-General in the Fieneh armies. 
American officers were to command FJhetlC^ 'ofBcers of 
equal rank; and in all military acts or ’ca^iiuiations, tlie 
American Generals were to sign the first., ? ^ 

The officer tr whom this important trust ; had been 
committed, the Coiute do Itochambeau t lmd Seen some 
service in the campaigns against Prince Ferdinand. 
But born a# he was in the worst age of FVeniffh general¬ 
ship, he. ilkl not rise above the level of J^^^t^mtioraric^, 
the demonts and the Soubises. judge of 

men as Mirabcau, /peaks with themp^^Mmteinpt of 

his capacity. Another close o v *- 

well skilled in his manoeuvres. 



* “II. dA ia 

“ man&avrait et yrtiioii dvrdi 
“ dans U, chanthra, sttr 3a 
'‘do ware wda*; fMiwa^du 
the writer aMia lja “ 


... v>- ’2l<* TCd* «MLi ii. ^ f 

i de gtiom, 
—. 5 -Jaa,Ia phuiw, 
mt la tirir* 

W. •*» 

^ ion wMfl. 
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l*:fore the aadvajj 

# 4 ,.* jisrStF&Xi 

them lit 




still mi 

ofl^£Swi||? ^hbthwot* 
lost him ^^Ksik^troA fbr 

t he emtfek&i Wi : ^9pa(ched; 

but and 

fortified; iS)w, The 

English *ftitegtfc<&ted ,l>y the arrival 

of Admtr^.^S^jl^' vpSt'six #htps of &ar; was hotr ecm* 

,*b that Arbuthnut was 
LmaMedvtct^i^lkh& the latter closely, within theMrboor 
of >Tewpolfc^ 1 Iai"0ie‘state of things Koch am beau deemed 
it the. army also should veihain at NCw- 

port, lc^ |jtatweiS^, add without, its aid, 'thd^fieet 
should and overpowered. And thus the 

efforts pf'ithtl’groai; French armament, from which so 
much pNjjw^ttfd hi America, were stopped alters 

<>r 'hrou^hi/df^h to.' nothing, at the very outset, ami 
during,.'^"™y-Jbe' said, the whole remainder of that 
year. ' '$$$$' ' * 

Xeverilws|«»/Sfcr t&nrv Clinton, a cool midf far-sighted 

_ .. vjSft.jtfj■ -1. '■v* i ■... *u« .. i .. i . » . <ii 


homo onetrusted offieent*, Brigadier-General 
1 >airympl$;i&cret letter to the Secretary of State, 
Already ’l)^l"t ! 'Jill , view of the growing difficulties 


round bin 
om, not 


,1 for his recall. He now pointed 
^ Tmi\ of the want tlf cordiality bctween 
himself (fof in such appointments a 

change mudfy hut the utter ittfpo^ibility 

of Mtr forces. The troops 

which hd ^|^B^gped ;, fbr the Ithode tdand service, mid 
wK; “ L showed* as 6,pO0 meri, 

pndbr afiyoth<T enterprise. 


Tt'liWtll 'Ml'-i 

were afH^ 
With 
the 

But after ] 
it. w Ar#^ 

** gteoce 
“ garr^ohs^^ 


,,_ ^ penguin between 

might. be reduced, 
be needful to hold 
*ww% # 
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? fprtoid&ble rebellion.** *- 
oTlip compulsory Inactivity ;df; 


was aliko 


distasteful *o werfi 

bothvwger to demise soule |ti«ao8 tor want 

operations; but none such c appe&t^\wi®^,. ; ; 9w supe¬ 
riority of the English naval fomi'<^#li^^| r 'HoweFer, 
the two eommanaers agreed to coi^.^ v|ie||on; on the 


subject; and they met accordingly at Htofqrd,in Con¬ 
necticut, on the 21st of September.' /Qtfrih&hi* absence 
on. this occasion, Washington left hiB art^ undcr the 
charge of General Greene. ^ As a symbols of friendship 
to his now nilies, he directed all the Cohtiniepta’ offiei rs 
to wear cockades of black and white intermixed; the 
former colour being that of the Arpcrican'coekadc, arid 
the latter that of the French. Then, too, ;j^Srhap 8 , the 
Flours do Lys of France may have floaty aide, 

with the American stars and stripes. 'by no 

means clear when the latter bUndar<d^Vtr'^ 4 ^>^ie.'first 
time, used. Nor, strange to say " c(wki(^)e&^| 6 l t recent 
origin, is the meaning of that symbolj^ 0 W%fV 3 th any 
certainty, to the nvtlon that b^ars ih. writer 

in the United States supposes, that thesestit^ tw^d stripcs 
may have reference \o the Mullets and Bai^\ 0 n^Washing¬ 
tons heraldic shieldf; anew and in^nc^^j(iilb v sisarccly 
probable, conjecture, to bo admittedfpdy^fifcl^blwtor can 
m found. 

The younger Frenchmen, both du^m*;wi^i^|olP i riaw of 
the chiefs at Hartford, and in * heir to 

Washington's head-quarters, wore* it--Agree¬ 
ably, surprised by what they of 


them: 


am bound to say, Ot 

.• • • • 

* .The went despatch ofClinboiV 2/b *1760,, and 


Officers 


derivedtrom the $&»» Paper 0®' 
my Appaulia. .The second JA* 
upon ■It*. oiken Drom thA So 


*^^l^SBSsKKK^ r ' 


mdSmpart ot 
qfgyinsflmiuTiA 
K y$jiti 'written 


also the 
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‘of the Amm 

‘ hecomi»g/j0li 
* duty pat^j&gft 

‘ PW wHK 

xNor do wm 




and 


,wia»te»aiii»«yL RnmntM ■‘■ft-. 


m, beitolteu inexps?Heuc< 

iifi...:-.:' .is?* r J £.' vtyi 1 *.;.i.'J»*i.'L iftrt,_ 


rda of 


i ^ ' j!? . t t , - ■*"- « ^ ^ 

* the '^f|ie 

“ of I iis Waggons* Allotted ibr Ida equipage. 


“ raugedl^lp^^v^ftttrt^^/groonift jn. gmi tifdMtherm 
“ holdu^M#'W.. ywy &h* that bol^ng;«t6 th» 
“ Ge»ei^ppTfo libelr >A*de*-de<wrip; when oho ob- 
“ serv^thO; ^jfeet %rclor ■ maintained within these pre- 


^ w”~ sV T~?ry~ ‘ r ~ ~ T -1- , ”i rv i — - 

“ Anieric|jtt$ jfh«:t Pyrrhus, said* on rcconnoiloruig the 
u Uott^w ASRRIp;: **r * Truly, these so-called barbariauH 
41 * hate^d^h^ig barbarous in their discipline.'"* * 
ThSjs pii%ur^ it will bo seen, is of entire regularity 
and such as the lougeai cstablishinl Go¬ 

verningsurpass. Indeed, mmm; critics may 
douh.t 1 '.instead of slighting forms and titles* as 

are wont to tly, the founders of the 
Anrtjrie^ ^idon might uot indulge Jn«them too much. 
Such,'. the opinion of a u* English Colonel, 

• irt.ii kVlJt AmIwbuiOi •tiAMfvnjiL twtth n nd nrUi.f A lltiVir llO/l 


who 


1 For he cries, M I would as lief they put 

“ ratsbatm^lloV^ly mouth as the 4 Excellency * with 
“ whi^kc^^^pl^cr&utmed l " f . n t 
It ^ ^py ^^iyo^edf however, that the American 
people.then. w«U versed in the pageantries 
of-.WTbe justly presumed, from the 

ddicnmnie^mSM^ tgpe-w4to«t *—• chaplain in Ko- 

.* ,.„f■ ■ . ’«. ■__ J. ^4 «M.n. 


chaplain in R<^ 
of a' great review at Pbila- 

** n i%: &«i y> ;i V.> ... .*' , 

* VW^MWm v<U. i. p.*19l. ed. 17fl6. It 

Ls refna ;ftp|dio«i4Uau Of l^whatV frying Mured 

... fY Iili f it jfiimTOiWif'ii'lAffi» l 'ri,fiW * i/lSyki«K /a IWiirilttiritl RitfeniL 


in the A 
cnriuaa 






s- J ■- ‘. 1 r .'^: v, ‘jt. . r,A',s*i .*■ !?.■ 
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delph&Tl»ere tlie riAtiy« far misled 

‘to mistake 

a wtirfyr fvt ■)£ this 

servant went- up >'$p Ms^iiSsteir> •{^i^|^|,<^oiiel9,) to 
rwwk it Was suppa&t 8 iv ^ aft 

«#ef*; ■ .-•";•>;::{• $&?. 

At tins time the to*™ 


».at, the 


stages *of the war. It Was ho wlio ^;^jafag expc- 
dition through the wilderness upon* Quo^iu£It was ho 
who bore the brunt of those hard-fought actions which 


(pushed by Sir Henry Clin ton. Arnold' wM appointed 
the command in that city. There he married a young 
and beautiful lady, one of the heroines, of ihp tee^t mis- 
ciuaxza f, and as that very cimia^tance jtejles, of a 
family well affected <to the Boyal cause;, As &?iriilitary 
chief of a gretft town, Arnold displayed arro^p^ein his 
demeanour and ostentation in his style of Syihg. By 


i y the 


t--— --- - -- - J — 

the former he gave yifonce to the PhUadel . „ 

latter he involved, jumsclf in duficulties. yvmjiepbMnt& — 
the more readily, no, doubt on Recount of ltl*ykaughty 
manners,—were brought agauist him on dly^ra pettj^ 
points, as that he had used some pubtie/ws^dns, even 
though he paid for them, to remote; soTUfe private pro¬ 
perty. He was brought before a winch 

subjected him to long ami vexatious'4^ 
him at last of the principal chargc«i^*b^P|ittaiJJg him 
Guilty of the rest; and their the 

whole that he should from 

it services 


the Coin'maHdcidi n -Chief. 
Conscious as was Arnold .'•$£ 

i/i %.. . 1 ^ A _ 


which,ho hail wndereil, 

-*. «iL du» i'AiMri<^<! Am'MStfiwP***'' 


pv^rratin 


rr 

D 


Voyage daha I’Amcriouc 4 
aim m dfcestln. Jfcwd^ Mopaoi 
didly adds fr^^JUi boat 


pn;*. so. i 

om- 
poux 
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TREACHER* QF UENKRAL ARNOLD. 


them. be cha%% .. ;Jii the f$feO 

in tteriadOL 

be had primoN^ JP»W,' 

causes |i^mi)lMU 

with - g^atav^po 

and 

and mt$N®lP;'- Si|VTO;tt4 \*aay'''' be estimated from the 
extrpftpo^^j^ga'fei. which they now gate rise. Arnold 
determin^|Sj«has|i^-'iddes'and'to join the loyalists, 
bef rayin$r^$^ftt a? the same time any secrets, or any 
post, witlfaWhicbh^^^ be entrusted. 

With jf^^ : ;y|ew0i which, perhaps evcq jn t his own 
mind, uw^ipgy unfolded by degrees, Arnold had already 
begun a:$few&bfc 1 ^forreHpMideuce with Sir Henry Clinton, 


’ ’—*r * - —' ■— ■ n 

aad^iytpl^m^otMr due to his real name; but from time 
to time h^^t'iutolligoticft which proved to J>e authentic 
ami irnhS^lht* Thus the attention of Sir Henry was 
eftlctttiujy’^eisu^v and he desired his Aide-de-camp to 
beep.up;;,^sporreejH»ndenc<? with ty et Aodrd signing 
his own le'^era''a#'> M »lohn Aiidermm/* $till “Oustavus* 
did not t^if^^iinself; but on combining and weighing 
a great Vf^^^^ight’ctrcomslances, Clinton became 
oonviM^Jfcli^^ correspondent could be no other 

than GfmfejL^nold; and on this persuasion the ex¬ 
change continued.. * 1 

Kv<?n hU long-protracted 'trial, 

Arnold Irta^pjml ^ iiiiocessary to relinquish Ids command 
in lltiIa^^p^.V^t^Virashin a gtoS, who never suspected 
his his talents, was anxious to 

employ; .^e^campaign, ArjBold represented 

hiwounds, and scarcely 
t^u^l to ^m^^0s: : ^'Aljus field j but he sought, and 

Jellify axidbf all tMother 
potf* at ,‘hift ww station, 

at ilw? /..and had. .already ‘ 

t x-a n 

t-ur render Sf,M-.45(Mtife.%iia' 
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'• UTWTrwmuivw arms,** The 

fta’dfepieMlebt 'boats, “““i™*® 4 ***&«*««« fti ” 
mMtii7 ! 8tdte^ andwitlt 
riyer which t)i<fjr implied, \, 
diatrpst and terror mtothe 
ranks was an object certain 


son? and 
Hudson's 


other towards the successful prosectfwWjadSwttWar. 

Sir Henry Clinten, therefore, eiij^fe:lq|^^4 himself 
to conclude the negotiation with him of 

all the rank and emoluments which he''d&vl^%%xpect in 
the British service. A favourable ti«&;t^ r the final 
arrangement deemed to be afforded W th^<$^rture of 
Washington from bis army to meet dount Rbchambcaii 
at Hartford. First, however* it. was ^cos«§2py' that a 
meeting should 1«‘ held with Arnold to ^ttf^tbb whole 
plan. The American (ieinrral insistfsd '&M. the officer 
sent out to confer with him, should hethan 
Major Andre, through whose hands the "iy|fQlcr :; prevj ou s 
correspondence had. passed. To this Sir ^Svtjr^dgMnd, 
without any idea of danger to his gal^ht ybW)^; friend. 
For he strictly enjoined'him, before n|$/wh^rau 1 ^ not 



be traced* 


w «•« n^-vw ( » . i# , • tT^ " v > £. 

Major John Andre was, at .this ^ime»yfioi^et thirty 
years of age. His parents though tending''in England, 

*.... „ __ P . ._ _■* ♦ i -i- ■.JB Aa.ijJm .;T .__ 


wore, natives of Geneva, to which 
their son lV»r education. Being' des 
ho was next transferred to a count! 
There, after some ytihrs, tacomiii, 
beautiful young lady, Sliss Honor* 
romantic and dot unrequited 
heir family successfully 
a while; but Jier tuneful' 
she dbter&aitt those sighs 
Sbtf'brisfcnb 'the. 
father, by W 

. gfisssa^r*' 

. \ S v".*>.'■ i't - > V > , 


sent 
tfchant, 
London. 
I with a 
Itilged a 
;hbwever, 
sighed 
" saw, as 
storing” 
f # the 
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crossing the river at the King's Fm thence to make 
Ms way‘ on horseback, with, $t gttid*?.' Ho was also 
induced 4 cl taka charge of diver* the hand¬ 

writing, though witiumt the rften^ttttvof Arnold, ex¬ 
plaining the state of the wow ait Wfea* 'IMnt, and 
indicating the scheme for its wnttiWeri ah Imprudence 
the more signer since,'as &ir Hcfory GKatott declares in 
his JVJetnoira, both Armdd^aad Aujlri moat tave known 
that these papers were not wanted for ms intonation. 

Without any miwlianco, stadrd tRiee^edfd in passing 
the American linen, and was again cat Imitod ground, 
when on approaching the village of lmfoytn f three 
Militiamen, who were playing at ebrds near the road¬ 
side, sprang upon and seized bis horse* Id the fii>t 
moments o£ surprise, Amlrd avowed himself to be a 
British officer; upon which, disregarding Ms buns, and 
proceeding to search his j»orBon, they found Ae secret 
papers concealed within hh» boot*. They rejected the 
offer of his watch and money, nnd of a larger present 
from New Voik if they would let him go, and they took 
him with his pajwrw before Lieuteirant-Colonc4 
who commanded tSteir nearest military post The 
Colonel, a*' Washington sajd afterwards, appears So have 
shown “ egregious folly.”* Ho formed no suspicion ot 
Arnold, although hp’tend the papers, and although, a* is 
alleged, he knew the hand wilting. He decided upon 
detaining Andr£ as a yrisoncr, and forwarding the papei * 
to Washington; hut at the same time wrote In Arnold a 
full account of the whole transaction. t$w» Arnold 
would become apprised that his treachery wifc on the eve 
of detection; since * the paper* wert oil Htqfc way to 
Washington, and since Washington, at<all was 

well acquainted with the hand. s * ^ y* 

The house in whirl? General Alim «w liked his 
residence, Robinson** House by nanfe* atflSfc within 
the line* of West Point, but on the 
bank of the Hudson, andywo or tfcMjfriIw9tosf down 
”the stream. There* on the moritjng bt ffiW4tSA, Arnpld 
was expecting et visit from thh on 

his return from Hartford. *7 

** *> 



auvoi r> m \ki s mg ewait. 
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tu 


the examination ©tagynp i^doubty* but he «©nt forward 
lu* two wjwoa* bod with hia ©wn 

staff, Tboyworoatfll at 

table wIm* jg)arpvb^ ftiugfog thoiett vr from 
Jameson $£0Aufyw** ©jbuwd aad by Arnold 
in preaenoO fj?lm t mm*j and «> groat was hfe self- 
commfthft, $M}&t draw dttfchM tooonoewj from theft the 
vehementvbidb It ©mod. B# $h© 

Aidrs^to?eiK^ toiufextit OonSral Washlngtotb whenever 
ho cam© tl 4bni ho had been unexpectedly otlM over the 
river hy,*©Uii Wdden biunnoM at *We»t Point Ho 
ordered &mm to bo got ready* and then leaving the 
tablo haMJ^want UJ» h> his “wife’s chamber* With the 
brevity reunited ©I* ©no whoso very minutes might bo 
numbered ^ tola her that they must ihatantly part* 
pcihapaf© meet no more, and that hts life dbpendM on 
lu«4 caching the British ranks without detection. Struck 
with horror, the unhappy lady swooned away* In that 
vitto h© left her* as indeed he had no other choices 
hurried Ntowft stairs \ sprung upon the horse, which 
l*i found saddled at the door; and rode full speed to 
n»c river'# hank* There he tmmri-a !>oat, and bid the 
MiiUB^jpk vnt to the middle of the stream. Next 
displaying 'p white handkcichn f, he told them that he 
was Ward the Yultuti* ^ith a Dag of truce. 

Jo the t Vulture they idwcd accordingly; unmolested, 
-joee the wiilto emblem wa*» di-wied, by any fire from 
the Amuricah IJnoa, When they reached the English 
-him Arnold yta de himself known to the Captain, and 
wa* contused by him in jwrfoct safety to New Turk. 

* Notvrithi^ftding the utter disappointment of all the 
hopes which h© bad raikd, ho was appointed a Colonel 
in tit© tfepflh brvios witl\ the local rank of Major- 
f>nerat\ fife tjeceivod a payment of upwards of 

f»,0 OOL bk b»pahiuiioU for the tosses which he allege*] 
MMlUd. Shortly afW-r his arrival, he 
publiahgi|i^#|^» in the InLabttanra of America, and 
next a to tty© Continental f/oops, aliening 

pudtic Insertion, and exhorting them to 

follow h£g-©^^>^^ f - * 

• The *wd -Amotfd'a 4 hu»mmi 
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Ve^ry rfiortlj aflcr tbe Iwacllon i flight of Arnold, 

.He bad not 

*?? 

n 


* ( > 


ost suspi< 
had bees, 
but to 
all his 
within 


oiphl - . .. T .-l _.., _ .._„ 

to w<s»tpofnt, ■ fi$ 4de£<| 
f<d#Ajr«' He ewbarl^ ... 

officers, except Colonel Hamilton, ; .vfk<i£; 
diocKWj. As the whole party Imrge, 

moving smoothly* will* Ihe'Wjestic High¬ 

lands round them, Washington said. “ W^: G^lomen, 
“ I am’glad, on fne whole, has 

u gone before us j for we shall. nof hayo a ^dute, and 
“ the roaring of the cannon will haw a phob^fect among 
H the mountains” Yet, as they drew nearer And nearer 
to the beach* they heard no sound, they sa!^ ho sign, of 
welcoUie.' ‘‘ < 'Wlmt ! w said Washington, *Vdo not 
u intend to salute u» ? " dust then an ofR&r was observed 
wending his way down among the rocks. He inet the 
Iwirgc ns it touched the shor.; and on jserceiyjng liie 
Cnmmaudcr-in-('liiei’ usked pardon for his deeming ne- 

..l.-i i... i ... . j.i____■ 



** days, nor have, I htard from him within that time. 1 ’-. 
“ This is extraordinary/ Washington rejoii)^Sjupce, 
“ however, we are ,-ome, although uncxj^tedly, we 
“ must look round a little, and see in what state things 
“ are with you. r ’ So saying, ho ptwcftd&Ptg Examine 
the works. , 

During the absence of Washington' ^ 
there arrived for him, at Arnold‘s hous^;itibi>'.sfe|" 

_ >1 __ ____*a 1 _. 


eagerly drawn aside by Hama!liOiv of 

' ' ■ ‘ A "h . ’ 

many of the following), arv and 

a .H.-t ja irk/* a* m dl ■* am v Jvw'* jnl 


iudkioo# Life of Arnold (j»p. U>3*^f4tt 
perusing, white in iSnfkiidi, 'B»r 
on ife* mbjeet, aith*fctatt© **—^ **‘ htjL 
Herny, wt*meted flwa 

•\ v ‘"f ' \ , > 



vantage of 
d^pawiiib 
byrSlf 
in uor 
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T!id«4B^WS8 ab&Miaiii- 


Arnold s pl ot 

mifV Of Wl^LtHS ^|»pre-uw.»f|.;iw, 

^mcrgendoi©8^^fe' mm£'m : ^l$.-ir?Sv^copt, 


to La tW 

painful •^^^Srk /, ;WM to 'l&^yette: 

w Whom Jfcd' r Ajxd. irbeg. dinner wiw ' 

shortly afiSrjiw^ ; ' he said to die other 

officers, ’ change in his demean* 

our, “ Cott^ C^ttiJoiDen, since Mrs. Arnold is unwell 
■* and tbef^eitdirat’ la absent,* let us nt down without 
** cerouMSitfc* f H V (’^‘ *'■ 

Arnoldywheu on tyiard the Vulture, had aetit back a 
flag of truce, with a -letter to Washington, In this ho 
assorted that be had*“a heart conscious of its rectitude ** 
in the atop which be had taken, ami for tho wife Whom 
ho had left, he solicited the General's pity and protec¬ 
tion. He declared her, with groat fooling, to be M as 
" good and as innocent as an angel, and incapable of 
■■ doing W*rbftg. w At this v«ry time, the poor lady was 
vr.-ll nighiVantic with distress. Tlmw in a few sentences 
written day, does Colonel Hamilton describe her 
Mate: a considerable time, entirely lost her- 

* self, General went up ,jo see her, ami sho up* 

“ braidcd hlhj with being iu a plot to murder her child. 

“ One mossent She raved, another rhe -melted into tears. 

** Sometimes she pressed her inf am to tier bosom And 
u lamented Its fate, occasioned by tlio imprudence of its 
" father, b| : a manner that would have pierced inson&i* 

*■ bility itselfT AlJ the sweetness of beauty, all the loveli- 
“ all the tenderness, of a wife, and all 

if the a mother, showed themselves iu her 

“ lAdf tohduct We have every reason to 

“ wU#VD‘j|iK^|^ wj»" entirely uipiequamle<h with the 
“ pli^'/-5S^jSiy.jt<«t A tp the Americans to add that — 
far unlihh 'm'B^iardi ih some similar cases of late 
years £*> ih^jr ; 4Sdjhot* ©Ven when most flushed with their 
. • * || iit' W |y, even the smalleM, 

i^hi^wUe. Sho wfti allownh ore 
rejoin her husband nt .New 

. .^mjl^Mpb. itMtftsndtyi 1 
TO tteyonnigoflflteei 


anger ftg 
act Of ity 
the close, 
York, mida] 
It was jftli 
wa? resort 
vol. rxt 
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Siri#' forthwith , referred' M*f*, That 
? X^tvconffctodof fourth. bmafcglfg 'Ipweifetas, ex- 
«cept Baron. Steuben .and the'Marqby^n'^^n..<Faveite; 
tbeix'I'residcnt’WftP Genetai/ymuMv^,^ 
the prisoner was brought before them .ail# j^itUmned; 
but was not alio.red tlie-present a «X 

witness, or any friend. Even under 
circumstances, it is owned by Am? n#inwrit4re»that he 
maintained throughout a manly, dlg«ifiedj\i»iid. respect¬ 
ful deportment, replied to every' quc^tion promptlv, 
flhuWed'nd embarras«ment, and sought uo*di^«ise. Ilis 
main anxiety appeared to be to avoid endnog^dug the 
safety, by disclosing the name, or relating i^s. conduct, 
of any" other person but himself. * , ■>'.'/ :y..'.* ’ 

Of procrastination, at least, that GburtvO^ Inquiry 
cannot 1 h* accused. At the close of their hretandcmly 
meeting, they reported it as their opimonfUat Major 
Andre ought to be considered as a spy* and, according 

On 


. j considered as a spy^and';^ 
to the law and usage of nations, to 
the Co<nmander-ind) h icf it now dependedt 0 4 ?^firin or 
to annul, to execute or to runrt, their jud^B^j^ : : 
himself received the nows with At 

• - . t ■ i.. i_ » A t f *-Vrfi _ '4 iii 


Jus request, he was permitted to write 
to Sir Henry Clinton. Tliat letter baa 
It expresses, in most affectionate otktj^.l. 
liis gratitude for Vis General** mfr^yVai^J 
And of himself it adds: “I 
. “ mind, and prepared for auy J 
: 11 zeal for my King’s service m 
; Already, even some days l 
solicitude and concern, for. fih» 
earnest appeal to General 
He rested his demand on it 
had wtone asftpre from the 
front tor him by Arnold i 
of M*'arrost v he.,waa; ;:i tin<fet| 

■ aVs- 

,%& 


a letter 





terms, 
indues, 
in 
nest 


of 

an 

„ Release. 
^pjtAndre 
Of struce 
time 
a pass, 
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undoubted 
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statement 
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----- wa* 

appnse^-^lltelk IitHtrct titOflceft , 
had to M^nd imW^dJate^ to tho 

Amencaa?$#^^ yrluch might state 


rank, G«Si(B.^&i*son, together with the Lieutenant* 
(Jorertto£^^0. Ckfcf Justice of New York. They 
were of a letter from Arnold to Wash-' 

ington, ik|pich Ahtyhl repeated liis expbtnatium^ and, 
tiir<^teu^. miM^u^.of requital if the sentence against 
Andrd ak^^^Mtaeuted; a letter which, as might have 
been fonaM^^ftt^ncijd no good eftcet, but rather,, it 
may be tlie, reverse. * 

On th$r$3& Jf October, tho throe Commissioners sailed 
up the ipi an English sloop, and with a dag of « 

«nice, tibiae, however. Washington allowed only 

General:to land. Nor was he willing, as was 
wished,fcitlt that officer in pcrwmi he ftp- 
pointed him the Ihvsident*£ih*iJsUi3 Court of - 

I» 4 uiry v ;;'^|h^£»^i*U ehii< accordingly was received 
on 8hord.^y, f ^fefeitl Greene, and bqgan by stating, at 
full points on which tfir Henry Clinton 

liod to tho first, it was observed by 

General Andr£ himself, on his trial, hud 

avowed/i^f^^^^lltkdihg from the Vulture, he did not 

$tpr tht sanction of a flag of truce, 
alleged tho testimony of Arnold, 
out, General Cjiwoc sins worn! 
would believe Amir6 in pro- 
r'.fjsr' U. might be«eitber just or 
'fh tlda aase wo need, of cour-e, 
AfSdrd an avowal in a#. 

t t * " * ► . » 


beside him* and iu*the 
Vas'. not kny further .< s 

^ dweawof 


CnosidOT; 
When© 
as to 
drily^l 
foreno^ 
liumanofl 
say nowl 
with wif'jf 


praxaufi^i 
* This 

1 


m 
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and self' 
weary hours 
as be sat'a^ 
but he » 
a soldier. 
October, 
with this 
from raf 
soner waft 
execui 
was <: 



"* li Washio^toa a touching letter 
Washington, however, so far 
ho reply; and th<?*pri- 
, m» certain of his doom. His 
Pitied for noon ttoa next day, fie 
tiforro m & British officer, and walked 
forward wiflh jtho firowKwa which Incomes that character. 
It was oafe^ibii he came in sight of the gallows that, 
by an inroj^hfcary impulse, lie shrunk bock. 41 Must I then 
“die in this jhaMiej* ? * he said; but, sjieerfiiy recover¬ 
ing iuriH^i^'Vho added, ‘‘it will be hut a momentary 
pang/* /m' ; aH*eu<Ufd the cart with a firm step, and ' 
....a.cyi»a with a steady hand. At the last, 

" officer drew nigh amt told him that 
j to speak if in 4 desired it, he raised 
’from his ryes, and *^id:—•* I pray you 
“ tothat I meet my fate like a Brave man.** 
These. we^./kdi- last - worth; the signal was made, the 
noose fell,Vf&4limbs were eonvul^aybr y. moment, and* 
1 1 urn still liar nv^tv Thus^lid the A<fj atari t-Goneral of 
the British amy in America die the, death of the vilest 
lnakfaetoi#;}^p/deatli, however, which, in his circum¬ 
stances, his character, brought no disgrace 

no to him, 

A memory of Aruflr£ — who mht a 

SACiaytO^I^/KBl'kl^AL r<>K HIS KING AND. COUNTRY «— 
*- ^^^"Sfebofgetlie Third, raised in Wert- 
iremains wora buried dose to the 
/ 'But in .1921, they wore disinterred 
mtffitj.'by ,Mt. Buchanan, the British 
3* was pot fit, indeed, that thev 


when aw 
lu* had 
the haw 



was, by 
minuter J 
place oft 
andrpM 
Consul 1 t\j/ 
should 

* Tbfr 
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I’JtM'.'ff 5 *P J 


lent of 


• tli^Coiiri df lnquiry? .;0f coo 

' -Ji j * ' " jlsi Ai . ’’iaf.3Ai3Es*; *■. _:_ 


- si$? r ’ v Aa wo ’lkavo\ 

]§rik hf iwo European Held be 

.borne In mintl that £ftio.time, 
werf, for the most p«rt, wtodly , advan¬ 

tage of & liberal education.^ They .w^;^^j|r|wn from 
the plough-bandit, or from the aboft|$wC|tf ^jjjwjffcou n - 
try'* call Greene himself, the PresidentOf tijbeitribunal, 
had been » blacksmith by trade, ^'be^ burbble avoca¬ 
tions afford no reason why such men might<:tiot aj way h 
do 1 heir duty'as hcciime them in the field p why they 
ahoutfS nof Sometimes acquire and di^play blilitary skill; 
why, at the present day, their names shouldnl?t\.be held 
In high honour by their countrymen* But t^ey do afford 
a reason, and, ».s it seems to me, a strong Otift why such 
men, having no light of study to guide,-|h^hV having 
never probably so much as hoard the ruunei? ^yattel or 
Puffendorf, could he no fit judges on any ni^fl^^ubtful 
point of national law. And by whom ha^'^Bfty been 
assisted? liy LaFayeUt- who, though foryneta a 
.trans-Aibuihe Gem^d was still only ayc^th^^enty- 
three, and who. ?t> he tdLus, had learnt tittlebr.nothin" 
at his college. By Steuben, who bad undopbt^fc’ great 
knowledge and cajH-rieiice, but who.»pealdl|j|Wxfuglish, 
while his colleagues spoke no French, waejpfijlfelft to dis¬ 
cuss any controverted question 
It follows thou.,.that the verdict: b^ ; J^&y^ v Jtribuiial 
ought to have no weight in such a ash - 

in^ton, fir from relying upon "it, 'to 

refer the question to sudh men £4 ;|^wi^fi-and 
Kochambenu, adjoining with them ; or 

to ponder and decide it for himself, 
it with his usual calmness and l®\»ma 

scarcely possible that, *rith ■■ aff; i "mq| , ^w®testocea ''so 
utterly unlikew he should : ,of 

F ''$/ :■" \\V , 

" Am thla mmW ttmf LnuWaVtaji Af divh ' Vfiti alVTill! iMirnil il i to tha viAtii 
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Audr$ 
waiving 
of truce* 
am* 

pHaJSi 

that t\8&; 
Amo] 



i£ ®S^SK 2 te&Ai^ 

sente'feb toi^miloa of * 
fee commander of fea^tefci fobt' 
► give. The Americans ctmtCmi 
(WM toHfcited, or rendered of no effect, by 
feekms designs? Yet bow bard to recon¬ 
cile sd^g^distinctioii witlv plighted faith and public 
law!'Jjjwtf eiftHHfdraw tint line Midway at, what precise 
point t^™^s itre Jo grow invalid —whether, when the 
treacheries in progfese of execution, or when only ma- 
turtjd in the niiud, or when the mind is still wavering 
u pon. Ij^ shorty how looxs and elippef^ U*cojpe« the 
groundjjfpticc we forsake the settled principle of recog¬ 
nising tnb^Sa^condu^‘ts granted 1 a h donate authority, 
if <mc& -^b.sttay forth in qu** secret motives and 
desugag^^' 

It hik. Indeed, lieen d that “ Wiii-hiti'/fnii signed 

“ the Older tor A wire's di.iJh with great reluctance { but 
*' febj^feiyirfirsdissatistied, and deu«undcd tin* lUtcrUice.” 

however, rc-i!-, on no sufficient evidence* { 
and yM^it taoat fully wm»U not relievo the 

Cora$t^dhr-in*Chiel‘ from ids Viaiunoc responsibility*. 
Nor C^fee indexihilit.^^f Washington, in both award- 
ing dcath to Andr^, ami denying id™ *h© la-t consola¬ 
tion ho sought — to die the death of a soldier— 

be vindS^tcd, ad I conceive, by any supposed necessity, 
at featlfen^of asever© example. Had Arnold, indeed, 
or^^^tiiiioiua taking part with Arnold, been inqucs- 


tioiajf 


witl 

Owtutfl 
way i? 
“like m i 


might:' no doubt, lmvo justly carried 

? 0 §&& 'to Mr. W. fain, on board a sf^n-hoa* In the 
' "itb'-^ohl German gentlemen, heroes of the llevo- 
had been in c&mg with Major Amiri', 
"‘"sworable Days in America, p- 402.) In their 
tf'itf'bfA death *a* * necessary and whiiaiy.'* 
'' ytw© geiuieuicn are not jriVvm j and tiw&e i# 
tafcajftnV which I/fhouJd he loth fie admit, 
testimony, that an Aiuetic*r» 
'the' 'AMei Ante on hie 
Uw yoMi; wsnwUe^ahd 


ft 


1 

Kl. ' 
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considerable 

ltofce to oTect Wr$M 

^i^t Ai6dr4? 

iftfebed soldier answer foftiie^’^ 

SirHenry Clinton, in his IdQSfflii 

* sensible that the example, thdugSt--^^ 

“ ignominious, would never deter a' 1 

* trending in the same steps, jphenev,, ._ ; ^ , lTF ^ ._ 

“ country should require hi$ exposing himself to the like 
“ damrer in such a war.” 

■ * i 

It behoves us, no doubt, to pondgr reverently* ere we 
attempt to cast any censure on S» man so virtuous as 
Washington. Yot none of his warmest panegyrists ean 
assert, though* they sometimes imply* that 3his v ^haracter 


was vniolly*fruitless; and here, as it seems* 


re are 


FlwWogton 
Mngour 
aecoth- 
"h* «ty» 
i in¬ 
is and 
from 
his 


upon its foully point. He had, as his friendsiteBUre us, 
by nature strong and most angry passions; .tbte&he had 
curbed and quelled by a resolute exertion of, llis will, 
but he did not always prevent them from haraeiiing in- 
to sternness. Of this wo may observe some indications 
hero and there in Ids private correspondence, as,fbr in¬ 
stance, in life case of the suicides at Boston. Jl^fsnch 
indications are confined to words, and addi^s^* ~ 
JjjB familiar friends. T Here, on tbc con 
appears in action. fl Here it gave rise to 
greatly deceive inyse^j the intelligent classes Of 
trymen will, ere long, join ours in condt ‘ 
death-warrant of Andre ; certainly by far 
and perhaps the only blot in his most ndbfc 
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OFFERS TO THE OPFOttXSON. * ; 


chapter ixm : 


In Engld^' the dose of tj)e Session was marked by 
another attempt to strengthen anrl enlarge the basis of 
the Ministry. During the Gordon riots some of the 
leaders of the Opposition had been thrown into a 
temporary Concert wi£i the leaders of the Government, 
as combining, with all their strength, against the inob 
attacks a§4 mob demands. Why, then, might not the 
undiminished perils of the country at large? invite the 
conflicting statesmen to a in<*»-e solid and men 1 lasting 
union? With these views, a month had not elap-od ere 
Lord North made some overture 1o I he friend?- of the 
Marquis pf, Rocking ha in. who viMit in some proposals in 
return., ,lt was found that ili« > had considerably modified 
their old peremptory tom-, a- io flu* acknowledgment, by 
tiie mother-country, of In r insurgent Colonies. They 
said, in substance, that tiny did*not see how the troopis- 
could now be called from thrnee ; therefore, the', 

dependence of America no*d not, at present, be taken 
into consideration. They did not desire tb exclude Lord 
North>i Itself, nor yet any of his * colleagues, except 
Sandwicbybut they expected that the Government 
should admit some of the measures which they had lately 
been as, |he Con tractors* *Bi 11, Mr. Crewe's 

Bill, and at least, of Mr. Burke’s. 


V 
to tl 
“ev 

11 means: 
personas 
mond, a 
desire^ 
to let I 


•• , ' ht- V\v& 




however, as reported by Lord North 
je*ty was fffir from contented* “ The 
•* America,” he said, “ will by no 
ions tosseveral of the 
especially the Duke of Rich* 
not eprtsent to any of the Bill# 

‘founjpit necessary: 


when' 
fying _ 


r-. V •*.:•>' 

. ■: : •. £ Wp ••• K <■' 
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unwelcome servants, to accept exactly the* .same men, and 
exactly the same measures. * 

The Constitutional battle, therefore, recommenced; 
and, on the 1st of September, a Proclamation was issued 
to dissolve the Parliament. Neay as was the approach to 
the Septennial period, the Opposition chiefs anight com¬ 
pare that Dissolution to a thunder-clap, for its sudden¬ 
ness and surprisef; pr»/ba,Jdy the better to excuse the 
reverses which it brought to them. Some triumphs, of 
course, they ha 1. Mr. Fox, alter many days’ polling 
agaimt Lord Lincoln, was proclaimed Member fur West 
minster; his colleague was Adiiyral Rodney. Admiral 
Iveppel, alter bring Hung out by the Castle influence from 


the borough of Windsor, w as ret mined for the county ot 
Surrey by' t!*«* public spirit of the frdbholdors. But, 
upon the whole, the Elections wenl greatly iii favour of 


the (’nun. JJwrlvi'. above all, lo-t his seat at Bristol. On 


arriving in that rity, he found the people much prepos¬ 
sessed against him. mainly on two grounds: first, his 
strenuous exertions in freeing the Roman Catholics of 
England from flu;,intolerable weight of the Penal Code; 
and secondly, his support of tlie trade of Ireland, not¬ 
withstanding some in-itr ictious to the contrary from his 
own eon-tit uent-. ( f >n both these points, as well as on 
some others, lie delivered bom the hustings a speech 
which is still preserved, and which may deserve to rank 
among the highest efforts of his eloquence. But, as the 
readers of by-gone controversies will often, very often, 
find to be the ca-e, the same arguments which at present 
appear to us enl'rcly unanswerable, produced no im¬ 
pression at, the time. After some days of unsuccessful 
canvass, Burke detuned it bt*st, by ‘the advice of his 
friends, to retire from flic contetjt, even without de¬ 


manding a poll, lb; announced his retirement in another 
speech, much< briefer than the former, but rp**rked, in 
the highest degree, bv t good temper and good tyste; and, 
adverting to the fate‘of Mr. Coombe, another of the 
candidates, w ( Uo, in the mid&tof hopes as eager aad ex- 


* The Kitnr’s secret letter to Lord North dated July 3. 1780 , will 
be found in the Appendix. 
i Atm. Regist. 1781 , p. 14I« 
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ertions ns laborious, had been struck clown by sudden 
deatli, he bade both hia hearers and himself take to heart 
that awful lesson — u what shadowy wo are,* ** and what 
“ shadows we pursue"!” The voice of the great philo¬ 
sopher and statesman was however not lost to the 
House of^Commons. Ylappily for England, the befrough 
of Mai ton, which he had once already represented, now, 
at the bidding of Lord ljoclringliatn, spread forth its 
hospitable arms to receive him.* 

A writer in the Annual Register foi» the ensuing year 
— perhaps Mr. Burke himself, probably, at, all events, a 
disappointed candidal—charges the Elections of this 
period both with listlessncs* ami with venality. But in 
some places at least,.the fact w a* the wry reverse. % Tbus, 
in Yorkshire, *there arose an indc[H‘ndi-ni *aTul- public- 
spirited ^Association to conduct the omi tests. “ Hi- 

tlierto,” said Sir George Savile, biiherto 1 have been 
“ elected in Lord Rockingham's dining-room, now I am 
returned by my constituent -! 'f 

Two members of obi Rom.m Caiholic families became 
candidates at this General L!<-ecu»n — ('b.u les, Lari of 
Surrey, oldest son of the l>nke of Norfolk, and Sir 
Thomas Gascoigne. By a lhrli«naic eoineidenee, the per¬ 
ception of the errors of Ropery i^'f^irs jto have dawned ^ 
upon their minds aimultaiv'oiisly witli "Ihe wi.-h to sit in 
Parliament, which, as Roman Catholics! they could not 
do. It is likewise remarkable, that they should have 
publicly abjured their former faith at the very time most 
likely to produce a popular and striking client. On 
Sunday, the 4tli of # June, in the insist, of the Gordon 
riots, they read their recantation before the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and received the Sacrament from His 
Grace’s hand&4 lit the subsequent Elections, both the 
new converts throve well: Lord Surrey was returned for 
Carlisl^and Sir Thomas for Thirsk. • 


* SomeipictuiVsque details of a Maltmn election, as it wa;> in 1831, 
are given by Lord Jeffrey? Ik R L , l ,wlr! ’ 10 huvo bei^i conducted with 
a Jnc*regard to the great value of*time. “ In thri:t*houi> and a ball,’* 
lie bays, “ Inctualiy called at <>35 doors, and shook 404 men by the 

** band !’* (Sea the Memoirs by Lord Cockbura, vol. ii. p. 234.) 
t life of Wilberforcc, by his Sons, vol. i. p. 57. 
i Aon, Regifet 1780, p. 215. 
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The now Members elected to this Parliament numbered 
113; several of high promise and of coming fame. From 
Stafford ci.me Richard Brinsley Sheridan, full of elo¬ 
quence and genius, and flushed with the success of his 
excellent compositions on the sta^gc. From Hull came 
Willism Wilberforcc; a proud namo to afteru times, in 
itself sufficient to prove that office and party are not the 
sole 'conditions of Parliamentary renown.* But besides 
such great accessions, there were other new Members, of 
far less fame indeed, yet still of some. Newport, in 
Cornwall, sent Lord Maitland, better known ad Karl of 
Lauderdale; a man of great shrewdness and practical 
ability; at one time the detractor, at another the pupil, 
of Burke. Corfu Castle sent Henry Bankes; a model to 
any ode who would be an independent country gentleman, 
a warning to any one who would be an historian of 
Rome. Lord Mahon beeame Member for High Wycombe, 
on the recommendation of Lord Shelburne. Robert 
Smith, afterwards Lord Carrington, began, as Member 
for Nottingham, a Parliamentary career of fifty-eight 
years; a career of’ no oratorical pretensions, but in a. 
liigli degree conscientious, upright, and benevolent, such 
as well became the kinrriiaii of SVilbcrforce, and the 
friend of Pitt. ( , (|) 

Pitt himself, wits not, in the .first instance, returned to 
the new Parliament, lie had felt a natural ambition to 
represent the University of Cambridge; and so high did 
his character stand there, that, though barely twenty- 
one years of age, he could contest it with fair prospects 
of success, lie had applied to Lord.Rockingham for his 
countenance and support; but his Lordship civilly de¬ 
clined it; “ from the knowledge I have,” he said, “ of 
“ several persons who may be candidates ” f —persons, no 
doubt, of the right family connections, some nephews or 
some cousins of the great Whig Houses. Pitt*jvjis for 

* * After a successful canvass at Hull, Mr Wilberforcc repaired 
“ to Loudon, uiic.’e about three humlrpd Hull freemen resided gi the 
44 vicinity of the rt^er; these he entertained at rappers In the different 
*■ public-houses of Wupping. ..... This ■election cost him bc- 
44 tween 8,000/. and 9,000/." (Life, by his Sons, voL L p, 14.) 

t See Mr. PittV letter, and Lord Rockingham’s reply, in the 
Memoirs by Lord Albemarle, voL iL pp. 4X2, 423. 
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the time defeated. But only a few months afterwards, 
the accident of a double Return afforded him another 
entrance into Parliament. He was chosen for Appleby, 
at that time a close borough, under the control of Sir 
James Lowther. It appears from Pitt’s private lotters 
that the influence which wrought with Sir Janies on 
this occasion, wa9 that of Pitt’s contemporary and con¬ 
stant friend, the young Dyke "of Rutland, a son 0 / the 
gallant Granby. 

Buckinghamshire—where the Earldom and estates of 
Temple had not long since descended to George Grenville, 
the eldest son of the Jute Prime Minister — sent, as one 
of its representatives, his second son, Thomas Grenville. 
Never did the character of two hrothew stand forth 
in bolder contrast to each other. George, "sncwnu Earl 
Temple, ^nd subsequently first Marquis of Buckingham, 
steeped, as his own letters show him, in selfishness and 
pride, — Thomas Grenville, a man of the kindest heart, 
of the gentlest and most graceful manners, of the roost 
public-spirited intentions. In diplomacy ho manifested 
considerable aptitude, and his abilities for public speak¬ 
ing. though seldom exerted, were not small. * The Duke 
of Wellington has told me, that a speech which he heard 
Mr. Thomas Grenville deliver 1^07^ as First Lord 
of the Admiralty during.a few mo nil is, and in moving"* 
the Navy Estimates, was among the Best and clearest 
statements he remembered. Thus, for high political 
“ininence, he wanted only larger opportunities, and. 
perhaps a more stirring spirit of ambition. His books 
— now the pride ©f the Museum # through his own 
munificent bequest — wvre his refuge and delight, yet 
not so as ever to abstract him from his fi ien' 1 ,*. Born 
in 1755, and surviving in the fullest possession of his 
faculties till 1846, he formed, as it were, a link between 
toe urgent and a long past age. Wit4 the same clear 
intelligence that had beheld the dying flashes of Lord 
I'lmthazSfe eloquence^ or the last gleams of Ixwd North’-* 
wit•-that had scanned wftli care, from dhy to df^\ the 
busy scenes ttf pafty contention which ensued — would 
he turn to counsel Mr. Gladstone, and other statesmen of 
rising fame, half a century removed from the former; 
nor can an/ one* even of far subordinate importance, 
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who was admitted to the high privilege of sharing his 
familiar hours, forget that calm and benignant coun¬ 
tenance, tlhVt voice of cordial welcome, or those stores of 
political wisdom so checrfully’supplied. 

Such are far, very far, from being the impressions of 
only i£ single friend. Thus writes one of Mr. Grenville’s 
most, attached and constant associates, the Earl of 
Elleslneiv, in a short, but 1 eloqucnjt and feeling Memoir, 
which has hitherto, to the regret of many, remained in 
manuscript: —“ Tf Providence .should give me the same 
‘‘long tenure of unimpaired faculties as was the lot 
‘‘of him I mourn, tin* recollection* of my intercourse 
“ with that. \vi.M* and good man will be my enduring and 
“ b«*>t companion to the verge of 4hat great change 
“which 1 nope ami pray—with all the hesitation which 
“ springs from a sense of unworthiness — may effect a 
“ restoration of that intercourse.” 

On the last dav in October the House of Commons 


met to chooM.* a Speaker. Lord George Germaine, on 
the part of tin* Government, expressed his regret that 
the late Speaker, S : r Fletcher Norton, had been so often 
di.-abled by flliics.- during the laid Session, and concluded 
by proposing in bis place Mr. Charles Wolfran Cornwall, 
f Member lor \ViiicheI-»"; On this occasion Sir Fletcher 
spoke himself, and with eh arid eristic acrimony. * He 
could not. deny In’s frequent illnesses, and the consequent 
interruptions to public business, but, he asserted that the 
Ministers had no motive in supplanting him besides the 
political offence which on various questions he had 
given them ; above.nlI, by his memorable address to the 
King.* The Opposition espoused his cause, but,* on 


a division, Mr. Cornwall was elected by*203 against 1,34. 

Next day, the 1st of November, the Session was 
opened by the King. ITis Majesty’s Speech from the 
Throne complained of the unprovoked aggresa*op of 
the monarchies of France and Spain, but referred with 


* See vol. vi. p.< 139. The now Speaker, Mr. Cornwall, a lawyer 
by profession, had been ft I^ord of the Treasury since 1774. Chi the 
first offer transmitted to him, Chatham wrote to Shelburne:?—“If lie 
“ accepts, Govennnuit unikes a very valuable and accredited irntru- 
“ meat of rad business. His character 'is respectable, and his 
“ manners and life on-Iablc.” —(Chatham T*per*,.iroL iv. p. 333.; 
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pleasure to the progress of his arms in the provinces 
of Georgia and Carolina. Amendments to the Address 
were moved in both Houses; in the LorcU by the 
Marquis of Carmarthen; in t*he Commons by Mr. Thomas 
Grenville; but in botlji rejected: in the one case by 
68 against <63; in the other by 212 against 130. 'liuve 
signal dofeats appear to have damped the spirits of 
the Opposition, at least uqtil *t.he Christmas Rectos ; 
and, large as were the Estimates, Lord North was 
enabled to carry them through with a high hand. For 
the Navy, including the marines, the House of Commons 
voted 90,000 men ; fourthe army, besides the invalids at 
home, and l>osidos, also, the hired Brunswiekers and 
ITessians in Aiuorico/35,000; while the whole Supplies 
granted foj the year 1781 exeeeded the sninofi/.j*000,(X)0/. 
Before the Session ended, several new Duties, as on paper 
and on almanacks, were imposed ; hut nevertheless, our 
National Debt steadily continued lo grow. 

At this period, amidst many causes for depression, the 
Ministers of England might exult at seeing how slight 
was the progress made against us by (Jie alliance of the 
Northern Powers. Catherine the Second flcrself, in 
speaking to Sir James Harr*;, called her ‘‘Armed 
“ Neutrality” an “ Armed Nullity ;’i M,, ^l ,I jncc Potemkin,, 
as the friend of Harris, said to him, “t’ontent yourself 
‘‘with destroying its clients; the rc.»nftitinri itself is 
“immovable. As it was conceived in mistake, and 
“perfected by vanity, so it is maintained by pride and 
“ stubbornness. You well know the hold of these 
“ passions on a female mind, ami if you attempt to 
“ loose you Will only tighten the knot.”* The Czarina, 
ii appears, while tipholding her new system *rt words, 
still cherished some feeling of Yriersdship lo the English, 
and was reluctant to carry matters to extremity against 
them. # ?*»ven some months afterwards, wUni the Armed 
Neutrality-'had # been joined by ujher Powers, as by the 
King of Prussia and t^e Emperoi'uf Germany, it proved 
barreft. of results, and little* more than an uyposing mime. 

’ 1 * , 

* Sir JanuM Dorris to liord Stormont, Di-ecmhcr 24 1780. 

(Mnlinetbury Pacers, vol.i. p. 351.) For the Kinir <>f Prussia’s share 
in rh^MC trsnss^non^itee especially the LtUri* Geachichte oi Primus, 
VOI. iV. pp#l ’ 1 > • 
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Another motive for some private rejoicing might bo 
found in the apparent anxiety of France for peace. In 
December of this year M. Necker, as the leading Minis¬ 
ter at Paris, addressed a secret letter to Lord North, as 
the leading Minister in London; it was headed pour 
vout* sell, my lord, and it expressed, in strong terms, 
a wish to treat. The basis which it proposed for the 
negotiation was a truce, nsnjightbe stipulated of greater 
or of less extent, during which the Belligerent parties in 
America should* ach remain in possession of the territo¬ 
ries which each already held. But when these condi¬ 
tions were submitted to George \he Third, they seemed 
to His Majesty altogether inadmissible. “ Independency 
“ of the Colonies,” lie said, “ whether under its apparent 
“ name* ui-*:i truce, is the same in reality.” Thus was 
M. Keeker’s overture declined.* 

But though 11n* French Ministers might sincerely sue 
for peace, the French nation — as customary with that 
martial race — wi re well pleased at the progress of war. 
The olliecrs coming on leave from America, or known to 
be zealous for Iiit interests, such as La Fayette, were 
warmly wVlcomcd. Franklin was, on all sides, much 
courted and canned at and great entertainments 

# in the seaport towns wore given to Paul Jones whenever 
he sailed in with fiis l.nglish prizes, f 

Unhappily, at this same period, Holland, our old ally, 
was added to the ranks of our open enemies. It so 
chanced that early in September the Vestal frigate, com¬ 
manded by Captain Keppel, and cruising on the banks 
of Newfoundland, took one of tip* American packets. 
Among the passenger* was Mr. Ilenry Laurens, lately 
President of Congress, aud tliVn bound on a diplomatic 

t 

c 

* M. Keeker's secret letter, dated December 1. 1780, and the 
Kings thereupon to Lord North, on the 18th of the same month 
— both domed ‘iroin the North Papers — will be fottfKL in the 
Appendix to this volume. « f , o 

f Some of the complum ills paid to Pjml Jones were?,’ it must be 
owned, sufficiently stiange. TlnjJs, «ut KantCs, one of the speakers 
at the entertainment compared him, by way ol' praise, to a coquette, 
“ who enchains those who dare attack her, without being captured 
“herself!” (Letter from Names in the Loudon Caurant, duly 14. 
1780.) 
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mission to the Hague. The packet containing his papers 
had been thrown overboard, but its bulk keeping it afloat 
for a short time, it was saved by the boldnesf and skill 
of a British seaman; On arriving in London, Mr. Lan- 
reiis was brought before the assembled Ministers of 
State, and* on refusing to answer their interrogatories, 
was committed a close primmer to the Tower. Littlo 
otln*r information was obtain* ?l from him beyoml*l,l»o 
avowal of his name. But this defect w:\s limply supplied 


by the examination 6i' his papers, .fmong them was 
found the plan of a treaty of alliance between tin? United 
States of America ftud**the United States of Holland. It 


was dated so far back as September, 177S, before wo 
could have given any plea for quarrel to flu* Dutch, and 
it had been sighed by the expn order*, of \ an iierkel, 
the lVn.-si unary, and other ciiicf mngl-trates of Ain-der- 
d:»m. Tin? States General, imleed, had not yet ratified 
it, find there had been some disagreement oil some of its 


d. tads; but to these Mr. Laun u-, in his mission, was 
eicj' Avercd to put a flubbing hai.-l. 

Holland, at thiB period, wa- «li\ isi«**l by two ureal par- 
ne-, * the party of the Kladfln'M-T. the Prince of Orange, 
and the party inclining t * Fiance, of which the Pen¬ 
sionary, Van Bcrkel, was among ii> ’^inttipal members.* 
It was this party which lud. for *«>me Time past, gained 
the upper hand ; it was tfiis which |^id V*en so indus¬ 
trious to inflame the disputes with England; it was this 
which was now upon the point of adding the Republic to 
the alliance of the Armed Neutrality. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances, and as dealing with determined enemies, the 
Minsters of England defined it the truest policy to 
maintain the firmest tone*. Sir Joseph Toikn, ; till our 
ambassador at the Hague, was instructed to press the 
matter in repeated memorials. JIu required that t lie 
States General should immediately disavow the conduct 
of theTStaJes of Holland. Furtluy, he insisted upon the 
punishment of Van Bejdcel, and h*is accomplices, as dis¬ 
turbed of the public peace? and violators oh the righfs of 
nations. Had the f^fadtholder been a man of energy, l*o 
might {lerhapa, on this occasion, have wrested from his 
opponents tb£ yeins of power, As it was, the French 
party, continuing supreme, and returning none but eva- 
vol. rfa ,> . a 
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f.ive answers to England, Sir Joseph was recalled, and 
Count Weltleren dismissed; and, on the 20th of Decem¬ 
ber, a Declaration of War, in the King’s name, was 
issued against the Dutch. c 

The Parliament, at this time, had already adjourned. 
When it met again in the January following, a Royal 
Message, to announce tlio war, was delivered to botli 
Houses. The Opposition, downing the opportunity fa¬ 
vourable, raised an angry cry. They complained that 
the language of 'Sir Joseph Yorke,‘in his former Memo¬ 
rials, had been harsh and overbearing. They alleged 
that the paper seized with Mr. 'Laurens was no inert 4 
Ilian the draft,, or project, of a treaty. Two amendment:* 
to the. Address of Thanks were moved in the House of 
Commons;*the one by Lord John Cavendish, the other 
by Lord Mahon, but they were both rejected; nor did 
any better success attend the Duke of Richmond in the 
House of Lords. 

Early in February, this year, there came on before 
Lord Mansfield, as Chief Justice, and on a charge of 
High Treason, tie* trial of Lord George Gordon. The 
public mind had certainly much cooled since the nume¬ 
rous convictions in July, 1780, and the Noble prisoner 
►was no doubt IVr 1--v*. '■’■iminal than silly. Still, however, 
it was highly fortunate for him that liis defence depended 
on that, moht a file advocate whose just fame will be ever 
blended with tin 4 records of this cause. 

Thomas Erskinc was born at Edinburgh, in 17o0. 
He was the youngest son of the Earl of Buchan; a 
nobleman of most ancient lineage but, at that time, of 
most slender fortune. Though brought up at the High 
School, we find the great forensic orator that Was to be 
still at twelve yean, old ignorant of grammar; as one 
line of his letters may show : “In the time of the vaca¬ 
tion Harry and me writes themes.”* Two years later 
he went to sea, as a midshipman, and sailed for the West 
Indies. Disgusted at "the want of advancement, he left 
that profession at eighteen,* and expended, Ms r whole 
patrimony in the purchase of an Ensign’s Commission. 

* Letter, August 11. 1762, a* published by Lord Campl^H. The 
family of Erduiii. had just then removed for cheapness to St. 
Andrew*. 
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Nor did he mend his fortunes by his marriage as a 
stripling of twenty; his bride being a young lady of 
great merit, but no money. Next he was sent abroad 
on service, to join the garrison of Minorca, where ho 
remained two years. One of his duties at Port Malum, 
during th^CUftplain’s Alness and furlough, was tifread 
prayers, and preach on Sundays to his men; thus, in 
after life, he was fond of saying, that he had bcefl by 
turns a sailor and a soldier, a parson and a lawyer! 

On his return from •Minorca, ErskimV was appointed a 
Lieutenant, and also published an Essay on the abuses of 
the army. Perhaps may have thought (for he was 
still a very young man) that such a pamphlet would h-nd 
to his promotion, !Jlut he had no mmieyMo purchase 
higher commkdons, and grew weary of his hanging life 
in countiy quarters. At this period, his aeeidenlal 
presence at a trial, and some attentions from Lord Mans- 
field, the presiding Judge, decided his future late, lie 
resolved to quit the army, and eudiraee the prot'e.-Jon ot 
die law. Selling his commission, and taking rooms in 
Trinity College, Cambridge, In emityved at the muuo 
lime to keep bis terms at LinndnV Inn. All 'this while 
lie was enduring 1 great privatum,. from hi.', narrow means 
and increasing family. “I used, t^eu” lie said, “tolive, 
on trif»e and cow-heel.” , *• 

Erskine was calfed to the Bur in 171^. At fir4. lm 
saw but little prospect of business. It, was the accident 
of his having been bred to the navy that obtained for 
him a one guinea retainer in the great cause of Captain 
Thomas Baillie. TliaJ officer, a deserving veteran, was 
Lieutenant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital, and, as 
such, observed anidesired*to correct some m-cn.'abuse., 


in its management lie complained especially, and with 
good reason, of Lord Sandwich, for the great number of 


landsmen whom he had placed in the Hu-pi^al, a> rewards 
for their*Electioneering services. Captain Baillie had 
presented!siqe|essive petitions fu various p“i\-nns in 
authority, prying for inquiry and retire^?. Finding 
the»e unheeded, he printed and circulated, certainly in 
n<> mild terms,® statement of the case. For this offence 


he was inutye$fttely suspended from his office by the 
Board of Admlralt# and the First Lord, himself hanging 
• T e 2 



84 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


CTTAP. LXIII. 


back, incited the inferior officers at Greenwich, who were* 
likewise glanced at, to file a criminal information against 
the author for a libel. When, in November, 1778, the 
cause came on for trial before the Judges, Erakine, ns 
Counsel for the Captain, found, to his dismay, four other 
Counsel on the same side, all senior to hinif$lf. As it 
chanced, however, the other four took lip the whole of 
the first day, and enabled,, Erskino, under favourable 
circumstances, to begin the next Then it was that, 
from the hsiek row, a young gentleman, unknown as yet 
in face or name, was seen to rise, and in a modest yet 
firm tom* delivered a powerful address. He had already 
reached hi< conclusion, which he intended to wind up 
with • n<* or 1 two remarks upon Lord Sandwich. “In¬ 
deed.” he said, “ Lord Sandwich has, in Vny mind, acted 

“such a part -Here, in the words of t*ue Report, 

Lord Mansfield, observing the Counsel heated with his 
subject, and growing personal on the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, told him that Lord Sandwich was not before 
the Court. CndiMiiayed, unfaltering, Erskino burst 
forth with this .rejoinder: “I know that he is not 
“formally before tin* Court, but for that very reason I 
“will bring him In*fun* the Court. lie has placed these 
.“men in the IVpnt of ijie battle, in hopes to escape under 
“their shelter, hut T will not, join in battle with them: 
“ their a ices, Enough .'•crewed up to the highest pitch of 
“ human dcpra\ it v. arc not of dignity enough to vindicate 
“the combat with me. I will drag him to light who is 
“the dark mover behind this scene of iniquity. ... If 
“he continues to protect the prosecutors, in spite of the 
“evidence of their guilt, whkdi has excited the abhor- 
“reneo of the numerous audience wlicj crowd this Conrt, 
“—if he keeps this innocent man ouspended, or dares to 
“turn that suspension into a removal,—I shall then not 
“scruple to d elare him an accomplice in their {ajuilt, a 
“shameless oppressor^ a disgrace to hia rank, and a 
“ traitor to his trust % • 

In a similar strain of cmjftassioned eloquence he went 
on to exclaim: “Fine and imprisonment! The man 
“deserves a palace, instead of a prison, who prevents 
“ the palace built by the public bounty^of bis country 
“ dom being converted into a dungeon,, fluid who sacra* 
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“ flees his own security to the interest,a of humanity and 
** virtue.” Finally, their Lordships discharged the Kute 
with costs; and the youngs advocate, having thus pre¬ 
vailed, walked back through the Hall amidst a roar of 
congratulation and applause. A very competent judge 
(in both senses of the word) declares that, all the circum¬ 
stances considered, this was t int most wonderful forensic 
effort of which we have afiy account in our annals.* 
When Erskino was afterwards asked Jhow ho had the 
courage to stand up so boldly against Lord Mansfield, of 
whom all the oilier Counsel were in awe, ho answered, 
tliat he thought his little children were, plueking his 
robe, and that he heard them saying, father, is 

“ the time to get us Wad.” • • 

From that day, though still only by degrees, the tide 
of business flowed in upon Erskino; and his polities 
inclining to the side of Uppo-dtiim, it was from them 
that his briefs were most cnmmonly derived. In 1779, 
ho was oiio of Admiral Iveppel’s t'oiiiiM*! at the me¬ 
morable Court Martial held at lWi*mouth for thirty- 
two days, t , Here, again, Er-'kine's knowledge of naval 
phrases and naval affairs was of signal nervine both to 
his client and himself. At the cIom*. succeeding to hia 
wishes, the generous Admiral sent, hih1»a*munificent gift 
of 1,(XX)£ lu great glee, Erskino hastened to a family 
near London, with whom ho lived*on familiar terms, 
and allowing them his wealth, exclaimed, “ Voila! the 
“ nonsuit of cow-beef, my good friends !” 

At the trial of Lcyd George Gordon, in February, 
1781, Erskme, as Counsel*for his Lordship, found him¬ 
self junior to Lloyd Kenyon. This was a wor'-iy man, 
and excellent lawyer, deservedly, raised both to the 
Bench Und to the Peerage. But he was wholly des¬ 
titute of eloquence, and iii opening Lorj George’s de¬ 
fence, ‘delivered a most ineffective speech. Under these 
circumsttAcee, •Erskine, contrarjl to the common rule, 
obtained permission to defier,his own addrcSs until after 

*• i ' " ■" 

* Lord Camphclfe Litcs of the Chancellors, vol. vi. p. 396. See also 
a note to the, state Trials, vol. xxi. p. 31. In 1779 the case of 
Captain BaiQie bid to. same farther proceedings in the Mouse of 
Lords. ■’* • 

t See vol # vi. pf th»9 Phtory, p. 257. 
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the evidence for the prisoner had been closed. He rest* 
soon after ,;nidnight, and quickly dispelled all feeling of 
weariness from all those who heard him, as he, with 
consummate skill, combined some passionate bursts of 
glowing oratory with a chain of the closest argument. 
Then, for the first and only time in our legal annals, did 
an advocate, addressing p Court of Justice, presume to 
use an oath. Erskine had been alleging whatever proofs 
the ca*o could a.Jbrd of his client’s good and peaceful 
intentions; and when he liad related how, in the midst 
of the disturbances, Lord George had gone to Buck¬ 
ingham rioiino. and asked to see tne King, and how he 
had told tin*, Secretary of State, Lord Stormont, whom 
alone lie si»< .‘ceded in seeing, that ho would do his best 
In quell the riots ; on completing this recapitulation, 
ErJtiiie thus broke forth :—“I say, nr Goi>, that man 
“ is a ruffian who shall, after this, presume to build upon 

such honest, artless conduct as on evidence of guilt.” 
So well did the voice, the eye, the face, assist these 
words — >o happily did the words chime in with the 
high-wrought feelings of the hearers — that instead of 
being shrunk from as profane, or rebuked as indecorous, 
they seemed rather to impart a lone of religious exalta¬ 
tion ; and tlins tin' 1 Muring experiment crowned with 

complete sucres.*' * 

Erskine having ended, and the Solicitor-Goneral re¬ 
plied, the ease was summed up by Lord Mansfield in 
remarks by no means favourable to the prisoner. The 
Jury withdrew for half* an hour, but at a quarter past 
live in the morning brought l>aekV> the thronged and 
anxious Court their verdict, o** Not .Guilty. There 
were still, in Scotland at least, some partisans left to 
Lord George, to rejoice at his acquittal, and subscribe 
nearly 51X)/. towards his expenses. But the joy extended 
further. It was felt on constitutional grounds by many 
who had not the slightest political leariioig toHbe silly 
young fanatic. “Iam glad^” t said Dr. Johnson, “ Lord 

* See the remarks in the Edinburgh Review, No. xxxi. p. 108., and 
Lord Campbell's Chancellors, vol. vi. p. 410. LordStortnont had 
been *"l>pn:nud, and had appeared as a witness, to give, in Lord 
George's defence, account of his cal||.at Buckingham House on 
Wednesday, the 7th of June. . (State Trials, vot Xxi/p 5>1.) 
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“ Georg© Gordon has escaped, rather than a precedent 
“ should be established of hanging a man for construe- 
live treason.” * * 

From this. time forward, and for ninny years, the 
career of Erakine at the Bar was one of transcendent 
genius atfd success. Spontaneous as his gift of elo¬ 
quence might seem, he had not neglected (how few «jreut 
orators havel) early etudes tor its cultivation. The 
two years during which he had been .shut up in Minorca 
were, it soon appeared, the mo.-t impioving of his life. 
There he had carefuljy embuod himself with the prin¬ 
cipal classic writers <9f the English language. Dryden 
and Pope he,had there, in some measure, learnt by heart. 
But his principal favourite.-, as we an told,' vj^n^Shaks 
peare and # Milton ; and above ail, a.-, wr may presume, 
The noble speeches in both. Hi- knowledge was indeed 
confined, or nearly so, to his nniiw longue ; but within 
rluit range he had ever at. command .-mine apt passage to 
recite, and had formed for liim .< it’, with e.-pocial care, a 
pure and idiomatic dictum. 1 >y -urli means he had 
gradually unfolded and unit and that* rare gift of elo¬ 
quence, which, as one of its ”i»-atc-t imi.-ier* so finely 
says in.its praise, can never l»<-«-mmluti d, though philo¬ 
sophy may. f The main eharae* :■ forensic style 

was a most vehement earn^-tnn-* in ,-tnvmg to persuade ; 
an earnestness espousing, in all its print*, the position of 
his client, and bearing down every thing before it. All 
those who heard him at the liar, concur in saying, that 
hU fervid eloquence was in im> ■.mall degree assisted by 
his expressive features, and, above all, by his speaking 
eye. “Juries have declared,” savs Lord Brougham, 

“ that they felt it impossible t,o remove tlndr looks from 
“ him, when he had* riveted, and 'as it were fascinated, 

“ them by his first glance.” In another branch of his 
duty jxs an advocate, namely, in the Examination of 
witnessed his $ki 11 was likewise jccdebratcd, and formed 

one more element of his merited success. Jjjjiever did his 

• 

* Bosweifs Life of Johnson, under the date of April 6. 1765. 
f Quintilian, Jnitit. lib. xil c. 3. “ You have read Quintilian,” 
says l^trd..Chesterfield to his son; “the best bonk it< the world to 
“ form an ortuorepray read Cirrm tie Oratorr, the best book in the 
“ world t^fimh oue. 1 * (Kovetnlxsr 24. 1742.) • 

‘ M . . 
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fame at the Bar rise higher than during the State Trials 
of 1794, when, by his genius and exertions, he obtained 
verdicts of acquittal in the teeth of a strong Govern¬ 
ment, and rescued, as his partisans believed, the public 
liberties from danger. As he left the Courts on the last 
night" the exulting populace took the horse#' from his 
carriage, and, amidst bonfires and acclamations, drew 
him home. Twenty years afterwards, “an Elector of 
“ Wefttinin.-ter/’^one of those who had been harnessed 
to his wheels, thus in a public hitter addressed him: 
“ My Lord, you should have die^ when you descended 
“ from the triumph of that memorable day. The timely 
“ end, which is the sole protection against the reverses 
“ of f<*r . mie, would lum* preserved *you from that more 
“ lameiitabhi change which could have been qpcasioned 
“ only by yourself.” Bitter words —the more bitter 
because true. Alas! for what scenes of failure and ot 
folly was that great career prolonged l until, as their 
consummation, and even beyond the date of this reproof, 
we find Krshine "teal down, a fioptuagenary lover, to 
Gretna Green; tl ere, to contract — his face concealed 
in a woman's bonnet, ami unattended by a single friend 

— an ignominious marriage. 

- The genius of !->-k;-c at the Bar is, indeed, the more 
remarkable, since that was us only sphere. In every 
other study or endeavour of his life we find nothing but 
unsuccessful exertion. He failed as a speaker in the 
House of Commons. lie failed as a speaker in the 
House of Lords. 1I<* failed as Chancellor in the able 
administration of vim law. Ho failed in the prudent 
care of his private property. Tie failed as a poet; he 
failed as a prose writer; hp failed as unpleasant member 
of the social circle. r The reason secerns to be, that an 
advocate pleading at the Bar must perforce speak mainly 
of his client and cause. Jn any other sphere of aefton it 
is possible for him to sp^ak mainly of himself. t And tho 
principal fai\lt sit every period of. Erskine’s mind was 
a inoSt craving and ravenous* vhnity. This soon beiame 
Ids by-word, not only among his enemies but among his 
friend si Cocnsellou ego grew to be his common nick¬ 
name. Once we find an apology in a newspaper for 
breaking off the report of one of his speeches at^, public 
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dinner, because, as they said, unhappily their stock of 
capital l’$ was quite exhausted. On another occasion, 
in 1812, when on a visit at Lord Jersey’s seat^)f .Middle- 
ton, we find him described as follows by Lord Byron, 
who was another of tli£ quests: “ Krskinc, too ! Erskine 
“ wits they*:, good, but intolerable. . . . He woulu read 
‘ his own verses, his own paragraphs, and tell his 
“own stories again and aipiin* and then the Trial by 
“JuryJ I almost wished it abolished, for I sat next 
“ him at dinner; and as I had read hi? public speeches, 
“ there was no occasion to repeal tln*m to me.”* 

The Session of Vuriiainent, which had commenced on 
the 1st of November, 1780, continued—at. that period of 
our annals a most unusual protraction— tifl > thi'—* k Hth of 
July, 17S1. Avirhin that time the Opposition took great 
pains, but made no progress, Burke brought in, for the 
second time, his measure of Kcomumcal Reform, which, 
after long debate, was thrown «>mi upon the Second 
Heading. The Bills for di-ii an* hLimr revenm-oiticcrsi 
and excluding contractors limn the llou>e of('oiumons 
were again introduced hv Sit 1 *liili(• .huntings C'lerke, 
and by Mr. Crewe, but were again ivjrcied. 'The same 
fate was shared by two inoiin»i*. tending io peace with 
America;,the mover of the tior^eir^ IJartlev, and the 
mover of the second, Fox.» Great compiainG were also 
made of the terms upon which tin* loan lbr the year, 
amounting to 12,000,(XX)/., had been gran teak A rise in 
the new stock, to the amount of 10 per eent., was held 
forth as an irrefragable proof of corruption in the 
Minister. The principal motions oi* this subject came 
from Fox and Sir George* Savile, the former bringing to 
it the Utmost ingenuity and powers of lang -ag ,, and the 
latter all ihe weight of bis unsu~*peeted independence; 
but neither with the least success, so far as numbers 
were concerned. * 

Another subject which was jnucli dLcu^ed in this 
Session arose from the public meetings jpul petitions 
in the last. ^ Committees had been formed in stiveral 
counties topromote measures of Reform, and they now 


•ft 




* MS. u Paper-book w by Tx>rd Byron, begun at Ravenna in 1821, 
and now ui John Murray, £sf. 
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associated to send delegates to London. By a stroke 
of poliey in tfio framers of the scheme, some men already 
in Parliament, as Fox, Fitzpatrick, Lord Mahon, were 
placed in the list of delegates and combined with others 
wholly now to public life. In some cases at least these 
gcntNmen appear to have represented the ardour of a 
few rather than the inclination of the many. It was 
publicly stated in the House pf Commons, by Sir Francis 
basset, member for Barnstaple, that at the meeting in 
Devonshire to appoint the delegates, there were not 
ala)ve twenty persons present, although the county con¬ 
tained li'MXX) freeholders!* A.lfi*w even 200 instead 
of twenty, and how vast a disproportion remains l The 
politic?,’ weight of such men a 1 * Fog was of course not 
altered by their imaginary delegation ; bht of the moro 
common class, when they met in London, r we may 
readily conceive the bustling self-importance. Who in 
this city has not M*en some provincial orator and oracle, 
come up for the first, time to Parliament, swelling and 
heaving with the consciousness of his Town-hall triumphs 
—full of surprise .that the Prime Minister has not yet 
asked to be presented to him—and looking round with 
an angry scowl when he fails to lind at his approach the 
other Members i-evyrei^jaUy make way?—The delegates 
of 17K1 hut no tifne in graciously assuring Mr. Burke of 
their especial gdod (minimi, and in taking his measure of 
Economical Reform under their peculiar care. That 
measure being rejected by the House of Commons, thirty- 
two of the. delegates (not all, since some judged the step 
to exceed their proper powers) seutuip a petition of their 
own, claiming redress of grievances. Sir George Savile, 
as member for the chief of the UssociatCd counties, spoke 
in their behalf, and moved* that their petition should bo 
considered in Committee—a motion which the Govern¬ 
ment successfully opposed. The debate on this occasion 
turned in no small degree on the unconstitutipnaf cha¬ 
racter of these pretended representatives. * Certain it is 
that die re liSj-e been periods* in our annals when the 

* Debate of May 8 . 1781. (Pwl. Hist, vbl.fcxii. p. 157.) This 
statement, which, to its full extent, does indeed, sppear.ihcredihlc, 
was contradicted the siuue evening by Sir George Tongs, himself u 
delegate. * . 
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continued abode in London of men claiming the name 
ami authority of provincial delegates, might, have been 
fraught with inconvenience at least, if not with danger ; 
and it. is well, therefore, thflt at such times a preventive 
has been applied, and weight thrown into the opposite 
scale, by tie salutary heaviness of the tavern bills. 

In this Session both Shoridan and Pitt spoke several 
times. The first attempt. o£ Sheridan was upon his own 
election, which was controverted, lie, was heard with 
attention, but*was thought to have failed, and when he 
afterwards went up syith much anxiety to his friend, 
Mr. Woodfall, the printer, who was sitting in the gallery, 
and asked hie opinion, Woodfall replied, with honest 
frankness:—“I am, sorry to say that 1 flo nK think 
“ that this is your line.” Sheridan re-tod hi* head upon 
his hand for a few minutes, and then vehemently cried: 
“ It is in me, however, and” —here he added an oath — 
“ it shall come out!”* And so it proved. Hcfnre the 
Session closed he had not onl\ ivtrawed his reputation, 
but exalted it, and given good earnest of his future 
fame, , * 

Pitt's first speech was in support of Pnn ke’s measuro 
of Economical Reform. With :i»\ oire clear and sonorous, 
with a manner removed alike froj** bajilidness and from 
presumption, with an e\ ur-ready How of well-selected 
words, he astonished the House, hy displaying, at his 
outset, all the ease, and all the c\ eel Unices of a practised 
orator. It was felt at once, with a reverent remembrance 
of his father, that in him that father’s genius was re¬ 
newed. All the chisf moil upon tie* Opposition side — 
none more conspicuously titan Fox— were warm in their 
congratulations*!* Pitt addressed the llou-e . second 
time, and with grcat'buccess, upon the Hill for continuing 
the Commission of Public Accounts. Hut his. third was 
his principal speech this Session. It was in favour of 
Fox's motion # for a Committee on the American War. 
Pitt beiiig here ealle/1 up by some misrepresentation of 
his IhiheFs sentiments, tbdk the ocea-ioji* after vindi- 

*■ :r * . 

\ M y, / , * 

* Lift? of Sheridan by Moore, vol i. n. 348. 
t A tra&ifohSl stoiy on this subject is preserved by Lord John 
Russell in Ms Mtiarialb ofiFox, vol. i. p. 262. • 

“ * ' < j-,7 5-, T 
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eating them, to declare his own. “ For my part,” lm 
said, “ 1 am persuaded and will affirm that it is a most 
“ accursed^ wicked, barbarous, cruel, unnatural, unjust, 
** and diabolical war. It was conceived in injustice; it 
“ Was nurtured and brought forth in folly; its footsteps 
“ were marked with blood, slaughter, persecution, de- 
*• vastatioii!” It is remarkable that when Pitt had con¬ 
cluded in this strain of*missioned eloquence, he was 
answered by Henry l)u ml as, then Lord Advocate, in 
after years the d‘<Wst. of his friends. It is Also remark¬ 
able to what a pilch, even previous to this last and chief 
of his Hforts in this Session, the renown of the young 
statesman had already risen. Some days before Fox’s 


motion-; ive Jiiid Mr. Wilberfiirco write as follows to one 
of his Yorkshire correspondents:— “ Tfie papers will 
“ have informed you how Mr. William Pitt, second son 


“of the late Lord ('hatham, has distinguished: himself; 
“he comes out a- his father did, a ready-made orator; 
“ and I doubt mu but that I shall one day or other see 
“ him the lirst man in tin 1 country. His famous speech, 
“however, delivered the other night (on th© Public 
“ Accounts) did noi convince me, and I staid in with the 
“old fat fellow (Lord North): by the way, he grows 
‘V every day fart ■r- v * * 

While Pitt, was thus rising- into fame, Fox, in some 
measure, lost ground ; not, indeed, by any eclipse of bis 
splendid talents, but by the continued irregularities of 
his private life. Some of the*© are described by Horace 
Walpole, now well >triekeri in years, yet lively as ever 
in his strain: — “ ■! had bi*c*n to if Lady Ailosbury 
“ was come to town. As I cahie up St. Jameses Street, 
“ I saw a cart and porters at Charles's door—coppers 
“ and old chests of drawers loading.* In short, his success 
“ at Faro has awakened his host of 'creditors.and 


“ one of them ■•lias actually seized and carried offi liis 
“ goods, which did not .«ccm worth removing. ^As I re- 
“ turned, full of this scene, whom should I find sauntering 
“ by “my own door but Charfcs? He Game up, and 
“ talked to me at the coach window on the Marriage 


* Letter to B. Thompson, Esq. bf Hull, June'9.1781, published 
in Wilberforce’s Life} by his Sons. / , 
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“ Bill with as much sang-froid as if he knew nothing of 

“ what had happened..The more marvellous Fox's 

“ ports are, the more one is provoked at his follies, which 
“ comfort, so many rascals wnd blockheads. w# 

Tl»c military operations of the year commenced within 
the first «Jnys of January by a second descent <*f the 
French upon the island of Jersey. Their force' was of 
800 men: their chief, the Thin.n tie Knllecourt. Afcijor 
Corbet, the Lieutenant-Governor, upon the English side, 
was taken prisoner; And agreed, as suctf, though without 
valid powers, to sign a capitulation ; for which shameful 
conduct he wasaftcrvyfrds brought to trial, and cashiered. 
Happily, Major Pierson, on whom the command de¬ 
volved, a young officer of only five and twi-nh^wns of 
other mould. *He rallied the troop-,; In* Slacked tlu; 
inva<Iei*8,^who had seized the town, and were eouccn- 
leivd in the market-place; he slow manv, ami compelled 
the rest, to surrender. The French chief was mortally 
wounded} and Pierson t > the great grief of the 

i-landors, fell dead at tlu* moment of victory by nearly 
the last shot that tlio enemy lind. m 

In the course of April, Admiral Darhy, at •the head of 
the grand fleet, afforded Mn-j-our t<> the garrison of 
Gibraltar, once more reduced ti^dire e vtremity by the 
long-continued siege. Tliving landeiPht* Mores, in spite 
of every opposition from the Span i-di batteries and gun¬ 
boats, he sailed back to the Channel, while the besiegers 
resumed,their operations with even greater ardour than 
before. But, besides this attack of the rock-fortress — 
the Mpuntain and the Key, as its ryiMoni declares it — 
the French and Spaniards had another cheridted object 
in view. Towards xnidfstmimor, the llre.-t fleet, sailing 
to the Mediterranean, and jVincd by a squanrou from 
Cadiz, conveyed, beyond the Streights, a well concerted 
expedition to invade the island of Minorca. The troops 
of both pations were upwards of 12,000 men ; at their 
head the French Duke de Crilloh. The disembarkation, 
and *tbe entrance into the*, town of Port* Mahon, were 
etfected without di/ficulty. On our part., to maintain St. 
PhibpVCastle, there were only two English, and as 

Jr _• «' b 

* Letter to Conway, May 31.081. 
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many Hanoverian, regiments, all much reduced by sick • 
ness; but our chief was the late Governor of Quebec, 
Lieutenant-General James Murray, a veteran of tried 
spirit and ability. Next under him was serving the old 
antagonist of Junius, Sir William Draper, whose sword 
was sharper than his pen. " 

By the orders of the Court of Madrid, and'to avoid the 
labours and losses of a .vegc^ De Crillon wrote, secretly, 
to the English Governor, offering him, as the price of 
his surrender, a present of 100,0005. and a commission in 
either the French or Spanish service. The reply of 
Murray breathes tin* ** spirit of IK}nest indignation, and 
would have been better still, had he forborne from 
bragging of his own, Lord Klibank’s, high race. Hero 
are his expressions: ‘‘When your "brave ancestor was 
“desired, by his Sovereign, to assassinate tlfe Duke of 
“Guise, lie returned the answer which you should have 
“done when tlie King of Spain charged you to assassi- 
“nate the character of a man whose birth is as illustrious 


“as your own, or that of the Duke of Guise. lean 
“ have no other eominnnieation with you but inarms. 
“ If you have any humanity, pray send clothing to your 


“unfortunate prisoner-* in my possession; leave it at. u 
“distance to be taken up for them; because I will 
tV admit of no contact for the future but such as is hostile 


“in the most in* iterate decree.” * 


These were not mere 


empty words. So ri>olutc was Murray’s defence, thut, 
far superior as were the enemy, both in numbers and 
resources, the year had cln.-cd before they were able to, 
make any effectual progress. 

The French and Spanish grand fleet, after escorting 
the Minorca armament to near its destination, steered 
their course to the British channel? and threatened tho 
British coasts. According to the accounts received in 


* On receiving this rt proof De Crillon wrote a second note, as 
though ashamed —ami justl/—of his first. “ Y(#ur letter places us 
“each in his pmpi'r ••tiUiiuu It confirms* me in the esteem I ha\e 

**always hiui for ton. I accept with pleasure your last proposition.’’ 
(October lti. 1761.) The answer of the older Crillon to the Kinn of 
France had been, thut he was ready to challenge the I)nk& Of Guise, 
and to fight, but not to murder him. (Sismopdi, HiMoire des 
Fr&n$ais, vol. xx. p; 459.) 


r 
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England, they amounted to forty-nine sail of the lines, 
while Admiral Darby had at that time only twenty-one. 
Ou learning the enemy’s approach, and, on ^plundering 
his own disparity of force, he judiciously withdrew into 
Torbay, ami there awuited an attack. Count, tie Guichen, 
the French Admiral, wlis for at once pursuing ami en¬ 
gaging him. 4< Now, at last,” he cried, “ these English 
“ will be caught as in a net! ” But several of his Wn 
flag-officers, together with all the Spaniards, dissented 
from his views; so> they remained rt sea, hoping to 
intercept the merchantmen upon their voyage homeward. 
It .soon appeared, hop’over, that their own ships, more 
especially the Spanish ones, jjvcre, in many cases, neither 
sound nor yet well manned. Some hard igalci. at, the 
beginning of September, reduced them to grAB distress; 
and, relinquishing any further enterprise, they found it 
necessary to sail back to their own port^.* 

At nearly the same period, Admiral Hyde Barker, 

who, with some ships of war, wiii c-corting a large 

Me rchant fleet from the Baltic, fell in, near the Dogger 

Bank, with another convoy and another squadron of 

Holland. A conflict en-ned, ree.-dling the r^nembrance 

of the hard-fought and doiihtlnj buttle-. between the two 

navies, in the reign of Charles the Second. It is plain 

from this, says a contejnpmur), uTVt those nations 

contend with the greatest eagerness wliwsc interest it. is 

not to contend at all. f To tin* l)og!?er Bank action, tho 

loss on each side was great, though greatest on the 

Dutch; but tho honour of the day was equally divided. 

The two fleets, both,.in great imusugc, disabled, lay to 

for Borne time to repair, after which the Dutch Admiral 

— hi? name was a&outtman — bore away fur the Texcl, 

« r 

i movement which the British chipf was in no 'condition 
to oppose. 

When Admiral Parker himself returned with his shat¬ 
tered* squadron to the Non*, he had the honour t«» receive 
a visit fr&m tttfe King on board his ship, and was grati¬ 
fied yith marked expressions of the Royai* favour. As 

\ 

* On these movements in tlm Channel see some letters from Mr. 
Fo\, who Was then visiting at Saltnun. These letters are published 
by Lord John Russell inhis 44 Mcmori.ils,” but erroneously truw>iem-d 
to tli*; year (you. L pp. 281 —285.) 

t AmiF-Regist. 1782, pert i. p 120. * 
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was rumoured, lie said, in reply: “ Sir, I wish your Ma- 
“ jesty younger officers, and better ships. As for me, I 
“ am grown too old for the service." It is certain that 
he persisted in resigning his c command ; and it is pro¬ 
bable that discontent with the conduct of the Admiralty 
Board had some share, at least, in his determination. 
He complained, it is said, of the ill state, or insufficient 
number, of his ship*. Yvt how, with so many foes around 
us, could we semi forth a lar&e fleet on every side? 

In the West Todies Admiral Korney had returned to 
his po«t from New York, before the close, of the preceding 
year. He failed in an attempt tiV t recover St. Vincent’s, 
but on learning the deelaration of war against. Holland, 
undertook a., more important enterprise. Taking on 
board a luAty of troop* 1 under General Vaughan, he sur¬ 
rounded with hi." fled the Dutch island of St; Euvtatia. 


Strongly fortified ;i" ii wa.*> by nature,—it hail, indeed, 
but a "ingle landing-plaec,—the eon*-ter nation of so sud¬ 
den an atiiiek induced the commandant, M. do Graaf, to 
surrender at ihe lirM summons. The value of the cap¬ 
ture waimmeiiM-. and -iicli :is to astonish the captors 
thcinsche*-.‘ Above IdO merchantmen, some of them 
richly laden, were taken in the bay, besides six ships of 
war; and another eonvov, which had already sailed, was 
pursued ami brought fuel; by Rodney’* orders. This, 
however, w;i* Inu part of the prize. The whole island 
seemed be only one \u~t magazine. Not only were the 
storehouses filled with goods of various kinds, but the 
beach w T as covered with hogsheads of sugar and tobacco; 


and the value of the whole property seized on shore was 
loosely calculated ai upwards of.3,o6o,(XK)/.* Great part 
of the property w:i* found to )»i long todlritish subjects; 
yet it did not seem on thnf account Reserving of exemp¬ 
tion. Sir George Bodney saw grounds to bring a public 
charge again*! hi" resilient countrymen, as also their 
correspondent" on the other West India islands; that, 
regardless of the duty which they owed tlfcir Sovereign, 


* For the eaptllre of St. Kuitutia, compare the statements in the 
Annual Register (ITSI, part i. p. 101.) with®the speeches of Burke, 
Rodney, anil Vaughan, in the Ili>u«c of Commons, (Debate, Decem¬ 
ber 4. 1781.) Rodney’s correspondence at this time is published in 
his Life by Mtiudy. (n>). ii. pp. (j—108.) 
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they had contracted with the enemy to supply him with 
provisions and naval stores. For this reason the Admi¬ 
ral stood firm against the numerous applications to have 
the property restored, whi*jJ» came both from the mer¬ 
chants and from the Assembly of St. Kitts', enforced by 
Mr. Olanvilie, their Attorney-General. • 

It is duc^,o Rodney to observe, that, in this his vigorous 
determination, he had no thought of lucre to hinisMf; 
he desired only to avenge Plie public wrong. “ It is a 
“ vast island of thieve 1 #, a nest of \ ipers* Rodney writes. 
At the same time, in his despatch to the Secretary of 
State, ho says, expressly: “ The whole I have seized for 
“ the King and the State, and I hope will go to the pttb- 
“ lie revenue of ray country. I d<* imt look «ipnr*. myself 
“as entitled t'* ont‘* sixpence, neither do 1 bVsire it.” 
J5ut his sc'#crity, although u-e iu an honest 

and becoming indignation. evreedi-! perinp.s the bounds 
of justice, and certainly produced iii.my iinli vidual ca.-cs 
of grievance and hardship. n afterward- it became 
tin* subject both of litigation m ih - kn/lidi (kiiirts, and 
"f debates in the English l*a; iuiirni. The iir-u severity, 
ii was alleged, had been foiluwi-i I.y oi her-, ‘when the 
Americans, and likewise tie -In'. who were both nu¬ 
merous and wealthy at Si. Ku-'aoa. had, by a summary, 
edict, been banished and tr.m pon*i |VoV. the i-land. (jf 
the>e Americans, however, "ome at 1«-n-i «had shown far 
more of skill than ofuood faith. Tlir\*had born avowedlv 
the agents and correspondents of the insurgent Colonies; 
yet, no sooner was the island taken, than they boldly 
claimed protection subjects of the Rriti-h Crown. 
The case of the Jews was .considerably harder ; )ei the 
edge of the complaint made on their belmii much 
deadened when General Vauglrtm, ^ plain, blunt, soldier, 
spoke ns follows in the House of Commons : “ As to the 
“ flews, I had ordered a ship to carry them tqSt. Thomas’s, 
“ at their own request; and after they had been taken to 
“ St. Kitts* without my knowledge I ordered their hon-es 
“ and m-operty to be reAorefl Ho then; ami tloft rh.-y were 
“ well* satisfied with my conduct, will appear from an 
“ address presented Co me from their synagogue.” * 


VOL. v*s. 


* Pari. Hist. vol. xxii. p. 782. # 
H 
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Great as were the captures at St. Eustntia, they did 
not enrich the British treasury. Part was granted by 
the King te> the fleet and land-forces as prize; part on 
its way home was taken by*a squadron from France; 
part being sold on the spot was purchased by subjects of 
the neutral Powers; and thus, itis said, in ngany cases 
was still conveyed, and even at cheaper rates, to the 
eneirty. The lo^.s to the Clutch, however, was immense, 
nor was it confined to t hi- quaVter alone. Their shipping 
up the rivers Demerara and R-scquibo was captured un¬ 
der the very guns of their forts by a squadron of priva¬ 
teers. mostly equipped from Bristol; and the alarmed 
inhabitants hastened to surrender to the Governor of 
lhirbaihvi, a-* to a more legitimate authority, the settle 
incuts iheiii-ehe-. * *- 

In Europe the French had for some time keen pre¬ 
paring, and early in this \ear they sent forth a formid 
able armament, in aid of their distant dependencies. 
That armament proceeded m>iik* way into the Atlantic, 
and there parted; tin* fir.-t di\ision under the liailli de 
Suflivii, for the I Indies; the second under Comte de 
finite, fur tIn* \\e-t. IK- Grasse, on his arrival, as¬ 
sumed the chief conmiam^ of the French fleet; and, by 
tlie ship- which he brought, had made it far superior to 
the English. T li^iv a\ a-a partial action, or, rather, a 
distant cannonad.-, h<*twecu the English vanguard, com¬ 
manded )>v Sir Samuel 1 loot l, and some of the French 
ship^ ; but Uodney avms not able to attack their main 
body with :m\ pro-peel of sulv antnge. Nor could lie 
prevent the Marqui- de llouille, the Governor-General 
of Marti nice, from m\ ading several of the English Islands. 
The Marquis \\a- ivpul-cd from St. Lvcia, but he pre¬ 
vailed again-t Tobago. Fv en there, his success was, in 
some part, due to a not very soldierly expedient; every 
four hour'* lie • t <>u tire four plantations, declaring that 
ho should continue to do until the inhabitants sur¬ 
rendered. At the close»of summer, Rodifoy, Whom the 
climate had aillicted av ith a .painful ailment, availed 
liiitiself of the "King’s permission to return home, and ro 
emit his health, lie left the command with another ex¬ 
cellent officer, Sir Samuel Ilood, while De Grasse, who 
had received a further reinforcement, profited by his 
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pro at superiority, and 'Stationing some of his ships at 
Martinico, sailed, with the rest, to the Cbesajyak. 

Upon the whole, in the West Indies, os in the East, 
and as in the European seas, the honour of the British 
flag,—standing, singly, Against all the other chief navies 
of the woidd,—was worthily maintained. IIow little, at 
that time, need we have feared cither tho formidable 
army of the hostile Powers.* or the high-sounding alli¬ 
ance of the Armed Neutrality, had an v hope remained 
of winning back our own insurgent Colonies I 
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Fkom New York Sir TIcnrV Clinton had, as he hoped, 
dice ted a divei.-i.i-ii in favour of CVnri wallis, bv a descent 
niton the rna-t of i riri nisi, lie fore the dose of the 

i * 

preceding \e;n\ some .-.hip-. withSihout, 1,600 troops on 
hoard, 1 1 :t«1 hr<n de-patched upon that, service. Tin* 
comman. ? lutl been "iu’ti to (Jencral Arnold, but he was 
iii^trinMeil io roii-iih, on all orcsi.-ioni. two most deserving 
nflicer* Min \\ i l i i him, ( oloml- .Dun das and Simco<'. 
K\cn hi lore tin \ '.ailed, llu v began to feel the evils of 
the coniraei :ed rommi-Min sv-tenH of that time. Tlm- 


w riles Colonel Nil... “In riif embarkation from New 

u York, the her-e-\«•—■•]>. wen* very had, infamously pro- 
“ \ ided. and O-tajly unlit for .-erxiee: in consequence, 
**aho \ (‘ lori\ hi-r-e*. had to he thrown overboard.”* 


Arnold, witli h'- 
/Tame^. 111:111 e "ood 
destroyed in ili\«*Y- 
liu^ir/.mis, N> w. 


lir-t division, sailed up the river 
hi- landing without diffieultv, and 
placed tin* public stores and tobacco 
aeeonWn*! to lus instructions, he 


repaired to Km tMuonih. on Elizabeth river, where he 
took po.'t and ihn w up tremdies. His progress thus far 
hail been me h :i"i-ird h\ a mutiny at that very juncture 
among the Ami-neon troops. Korn long time past tiny 
had i injured iln ..-nule-t digresses for lack of pay, of 
clothing, end • mu of loud; an.) their nepeated complaints 
to Congre.s' h.nl nu-i, with no attention, or at least with 
no red re''. On New YearV day then, about 1,3(K) of 
the IVim-s h j'nians who were stationed near Morris¬ 
town, i*om* in iii-urrection, and di>earded theiy General, 
Wayne, and limit* otlu<* officers, killing cme f Captain, and 
mortally bounding another. They seized six field- 
pieces, with which they commenced their maYch to 
Philadelphia, as to the scat of Congress, declaring that 


• Journal of tin: Queen’s Rangeift, p. lift* 
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llit'jr would obtain justice for themselves. Ii was natural 
for the English commander tOA*xpect v to derive advantage 
from their revolt; and accordingly he sent*them two 
emissaries with some tempting proposals. But the 
insurgents (as these men might in a twofold sense l»e 
called) hall no idea, in their own phrase, of “turning 
“Arnolds.” They came to terms with a Committer of 
Congress, which met then* at Trenton, ami, giving up 
Sir Henry's agents, allowed them to bo Ranged as spies.* 

Freed from this alarm, and fn»m amither of the same 
kind in the New Jorge*' troops Washington was able to 
turn his attention to Virginia, lie i -int in {liar, direel ion 
tin; Marcfais de la Fayette, with a ih-fuehnmiil of 1,200 
men. To co-operato with th» i'.uiv. a ^|ii:uK>n of three 
French sbjps, under M. de '1 illy, .-■hied tnun Newport, 
the blockade of the Brili.-h ilrei having been terminated 
by a violent storm, But neiih- i 1 «-< .i nor land was any 

filing of the least impoiiam* in- \ed. The Amerienns 
were animated by the hop* - of i.ikm-j Arnold; in which 
• jistj, Washington had gi\«o hi b• m•' wruieii instruc¬ 
tions to deal with him "in the n.-i ,’!i,i.iiiiii\ way,” that 
is, to dioot or hang liirn uii tie. -p«*i.t 

Arnold, however, did not l< ti_; u lain the ehief com¬ 
mand. A negotiation as lo ih — j»ii - was at thi*. 

time in progress. The Anicncuu niliM->. .ifn r manifold 
evasions and delays, had made up i'u ir minds to leave 
wholly unfuliilled the engagem* nt plighteil in their name 
with the English chiefs at Saratoga. W ilh |» rfeet cool¬ 
ness they proceeded to deal with Hies,- im-n as with 
ordinary prisoners of war. On thi* footing, Oencral 
Phillips, who among the captives held :}.< m m, rank to 
Burgoyne^ was exchanged lor Ceiiem! In'iicofn, the late 
Governor of Charleston. Otlu r exchange^ of the same 
kind set free from their long captivity the remaining 
officers of the Convention troops. But »he Americans 
would, on*no account, let go the common men. Phillips, 
upon hi* release was despatched by Sir llenry Clinton 

■ f 

* Life of'Washington, by Sparks, p, 0-16. Memoirs of Kccri, 
vol. ii. pp. 318-0-933. 

t lnt>tradjob% Keb. 30, 1781. (Washington's Writings* vol. vii. 
p. 419.) , 


h a 
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with reinforcements to the post at Portsmouth; and, as 
the senior in rank, reduced Arnold to a second place. 
In the inf nth of April, srioii after his arrival, he under¬ 
took with Arnold an extensive foray through Virginia. 
With little opposition they advanced to Williamsburg 
and'Petersburg ; there, and at other places destroying a 
large amount of public stores. There, at the close of 
l hi* expedition, Goner:.! Phillips, a brave veteran from 
Prince FVrdinaml’s wars, fell ill of n fever and died. 
Thus, for a while, the command once more devolved 
upon Arnold. 

In the -mutli. Lord C’nrnwallis^ad been carrying on a 
mo*t. active, winter campaign. Sir Henry Clinton had 
sent Iiik . with full powers, the utmost, reinforcement ho 
could spare, and the troop- at first intended for the, 
Chc-apeak, bet wren two and three thousand'Ynen under 
(General Lc-lie. Hut Cornwallis had no longer an in- 
etlicioiit for bi fotr him. The ('onurcss had recalled 
General Gate.- at the clu-e of the last campaign, and 
in liis stead, on Washington's recommendation, had ap¬ 
pointed General ( »rrene. Nathaniel Greene was a native 
of Warwick, in b'hode Gland, horn in 1742. Hia father 
tvas a Quaker preacher, and al-o the master of a forge. 
To tin* second of t In ye callings was young ^Nathaniel 
bred. Kwn a-* a working smith, he showed an early 
aptitude for matlieiua:ical pursuit-, lie would employ 
his leisure hours m making small anchors, and other 
such toys a- he could readily dispose of, that he might, 
from the trait- of hi- labour, purchase a few' books. One 
of the happiest. iji\- of hi> life, he declares, was that 
which fit-t -aw him po-.-esrod in this manner of an 
Euclid. In 177 < L he was elected to tluKiencral Assembly 
of his native colony. In 1774. he married.* But neither 
his Quaker training, nor yet his wedded ties> withheld 
him from digging, a- his sense of public duty directed, 
in his country’s service. In the very year of lift mar¬ 
riage, he enrolled himself as a private?* in one of the 

« .* * . 

* The grandson and biographer of Greepc, in relating this mar¬ 
riage, dilutes upou “that beautiful intercourse with the other sex 
“ which forms so great a charm of American life.” , (p. 24, ed. 1840.) 
But why restrict the cliarm to America V 

“ M I J>' - 
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independent companies. Next yeaT, when hostilities 
broke forth with the mother country, so great was the 
dearth of officers, especially in so small a stale as Rhode 
Inland, that. Greene was sft once appointed to the com¬ 
mand of its little army, with the rank of Maim* General. 
Serving fit head-quarters, or near the ('oimnamler-iri- 
Chief, he took part with credit in many of the principal 
transactions of the war. J»ut*lie had no separate com¬ 
mand till sent to succeed (lafes in the furolimis. There 
his conduct was suMi as well to justify Washington's 
recommendation. I’ojd and active, fertile in expedients, 
ever forward to meet •ih.>t;u , les, and not easily discouraged 
hv reverses, ho was also iium warmly attached to this 
cause he had from f.he tir-t e-j m- -l. Though', as chief, 
lie was not once vietorion in tie 1 in i. it i- remarkable 
how high his name -da ml- in and justly—in the 

C »’ «* 


reverent romemhrnnn hi- 
On his arrival in the mu 
place of Gates’s arm\, .1 
remnant. 'Without dela. " 
both to recruit its numl- ; 
flis resources wen* tm>-i n 
upon charity,’ 1 In* w rid ■* 

“ buttons/** In arm flu r «-t i. 
complaining of his di'-tii*;!wm. 
rovealment of the true -tat - of 
Militia men, he say-, are - a- 


■en. 

* bad found in tbe 
111 and dispirited 
1 -1 y applied himself, 
*i ! to *.ti»o it f s discipline. 
. ■ 1 >1 ate. *• \N e are living 

1 n 

! -11 1 1 -1 -■ 1 upondailv eontri- 
1 1 i. period, \\ liije 
llere preps old H p.'lillflll 
tin*,' an'\ Some of his 
ra”v 1 and naked as the 


“ Virginia blacks.” \ 

Greeno, however, wa- greatly c*h< en d hv the first event 
of the campaign. laird Cornwalli- l*ul detached Colonel 


Tarleton, with lj(X )0 inert, hor-e and foot, to pur-ue and 
rout- fhc American divi-iou of light troop . umier (leneral 
Morgan. On the 7th of January,•Tarleton i i.nie up with 
the enemy, at a place culled the Cow-pen*. He found 
tliery about equal in infantry, but inferior in bor-e ; on 
the otbqr hayd, his own troops were exhausted with 
fatigue, from a long night-march, Ncv^rihclci-s tho* 


To .President,Heed? January 9 . 17 M. (lhed’s Memoirs, vol. ii. 
p. 340.)‘ 

t To General Washington, January 13. 17^1. (Correspondency 
of the Btgoitition, a* edited by Mr. Sparks 'olaiii. p. gos.etL 1853.) 
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impetuous Tarletnn, too confident of victory, led them 
forward to the charge. He succeeded in throwing into 
confui;ion r the first and second line of the America! h ; 
but they quickly rallied, and became the assailants in 
their turn. The wav-worn fvtglish were altogether 
overpowered. Tarleton and the cavalry made their 
escape from the field ; but the infantry wore all either 
slain or taken prisoners \ thy number of these last being 
full oOO. 

The action at' the (’ow-pens gave lustre to the Ame¬ 
rican arm-. It -in prised, and mortified, hut did not dis¬ 
pirit, Lord ('ornwalli-. (m the ' contrary, he set hi.- 
tronp- in rapid mm eiiicii J, cheerfully, for the sake of 
speed, '.o rilfeiiej lie greater parted his own and his 
olliecr-' h:e r, j!'”e. lit *»!»',* <*t \mi- to inlemqjt Morgan 
and th*’ nri-om r- at the ford-, »>f the (’iitawba. A sudden 
ri-e iu the wan r. from the rain-, delayed his progress; 
first, at that stream, and nevt, also, at the Yadkin. Hut 
though Lord ( ornwalli- could not hinder Morgan from 
rejoining the main hodv under (ireene. he advanced, with 
good surer*-. agai j-i h.ith tlu se ehiefs combined. It vvas 
nnlv through Grrnu great activity and judgment, that 
thrv -aved them-elve- f-om heitig compelled to ( 
under many di-:-*T ■ini.ig Clo-ely pursued, they cros-ed 
the river Dan into Vnginia. a; d left, the whole of North 
C'arolina at the nif'n oi’ the Luglish. 

De-istiiej Irom fmtlnr pursuit, Lord Cornwallis re¬ 
paired ti> I lillshoumuh. 'There he raised the ltuval 
Standard, and i—u« d a proclamation inviting all luvul 
subjects to join hr-., lie had good grounds to exp* et 
the acce— ion of roii-idnahle numbers. Greene himself, 
in his most confidential eorre-poudence, a few weeks 
afterwards, -junking of the southern States, owns that 
“ the majoritv i- greatly in favour of the enemy’s intore-t 
“ nmv.”* No important, indeed, at the time, did Corn¬ 
wallis’.- gathering of the loyalists appear tp Graene, that 
he determined, at all hazards, to impede it. He crossed 
the Dan once more, with the* aid of some new Virginian 
Militia, and hung upon Cornwallis's <flank and rear. It 
so chanced, that immediately afterwards, a body of some 


* Th President Heed, May 4.178b 
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‘J00 loyalists, on their way to join the HritUh, fell .in 
\\ ith (Greene’s vanguard, under Colonel Leo, which they 
mi "took for their own friends. Colonel Lee, otV the con¬ 
trary, detected them* at once'from the badge which they 
bore — a red rag upon thgir hats, Tim* they were taken 
wholly uwo.niros, in a long, narrow lane, near the river 
Haw; and they wero beginning to protest that they 
were “the very boat friends of the King,” when suddenly, 
their countrymen, deaf to all cries for mercy, fell upon 
them, and cut them uown, without rc.-istance, in cold 
blood. Cruelty i> not alwav* would that it were! — 
iuetfeclunl for its objects ; and this din- act of .daughter 
certainly itmded. in a great dt'/'Vc, f<> keep back (lie. 

otln r Carolina loyalists, ami o-.m- iIk m Inun tile new- 

% >! ' 

rai.sed Koyal Standard. 

Greene, though sit lir.-t um »|n.ii to < 'oi m w alii*, rc- 
r< iced, by degrees, both rrn i-isrijin nt-> ami supplier. 
< 'boosing some strong ground m.n (imlloi-d court-house, 
he no longer declined the I' ■;;! • v he h ilm In-lish t .r- 
neral olfered. Jt ua=. fom/iM ..o tin- I’.ih of March, and 
-'.a* well contested*. At i*-*j: li. tie * \ m<-n* .in-, con¬ 
sisting, in part, of raw Miii'.i, v,ii<- muir, d< touted, 
and driven from the tii Id, :« ,r,:: - •> iniel tin i r ait dicry. 

and upwards of MOO dead, in i; - t mu- of tin ir 

lii't<»riail!»: “No battlo, in To e.HM d the v:n, telh-ct* 
“ more honour on the emuay of the I'.'iti'h iioup. thsm 
“ lit it of-Guilford. On no '.tint onu-ioii h el «1 1 \ lont'ht 
" with such inferiority ot iinml" is. nr di nl\auta-M of 
** ground,”* Thi." inferi"Mi\ of iniml'i e w,*-. indeed, 
considerable. Lord CM'uw.dhs, in ! ■ > d. 'p.iteh to Sir 
Henry Clinton, report* hm it oops m the u fun a .- l.fiOO; 
ami declares his opinion that i.he t m m \ in fi-nt of him 
were 7,000. The be.-t American autle iiiii- i.lnue 
flute, not counting their lifst Hue. which did without, a 
struggle, the force that really foiiglit on Hn-ir ,-nle wa. 

However signal was .this victory, it brought no fruits 
to Lord Cornwallis. HohadVxpertcd s.ou»r reinforcements 
from ambng the country people; but, as is stated by 
himself:; “ M&ny of the inhabitants rode into camp; 


Marshall** life of^Wasbington. vul ; v >y. MU. 



HISTORY OF ENOI.ANI). 


f’H\r. T.XIV 


“ shook mo by the hand; said they were glad to sec u«. 
“and to hear that we had beat Jrreene, and then redo 
‘‘'back again.”* One-third of his own small force had 
been disabled in the fight; •the remainder were exhausted 
with fatigue, and straitened for supplies. Titus, unablu 
to hnproyo his advantages, he fell back, by easy marches, 
towards the const, fixing his head-quarters at Wilming- 
tdh, a small h‘h port An the Cape Fear river. Greene 
followed in his trac k for sonic inarches, appearing, to his 
own surprise, in tin* light of a jairsiier so soon after his 
great defeat. Kre long, however, Greene stopped short, 
and took a different direetion. f He had judiciously re¬ 
solved, instead of following Lord Cornwallis any further, 
to ren^w the war in South Carolina, and attack Lord 
Kawdon,* 1 who commanded tlu; Pritiifli posts ill that 
province*. * ' 

At Wilmington, Lord Cornwallis halted for about 
three weeks. He found himself in great perplexity as 
to his future plans. Lvrn after calling in some outposts, 
his whole' force was hut l,o(K) men. With these,should 
lie march hack, to South Carolina, and relieve Lord 
lhiwdon ;* or advance* into Virginia, and join Generals 
Phillips and Arnold ? Compelled to decide without- con¬ 
sulting Clinton, he n^olved upon the latter course; and, 
‘on the 2")ih oi April, commenced his march-to the 
northward. He math* his way through Virginia, with 
little or no oppo-ifion from the people; impeded only by 
the number of rivers to be crossed, and by the difficult 
nature of the country. On the 20th of May he arrived 
at Petersburg, '{’here be bad to mourn the recent death 
of his lricml General Phillip.**, but found General Arnold 
strengthened by another detachment from New York. 
The whole united force timounted*to nearly 7,000 men. 

With this augmented army, General Arnold did not 
remain. Ih* t hnd lately stated it as his opinion^ in his 
letters to Lord George Germaine, that his former post 
at West Point might? yet be reduced Ijr't mr days’ 
regular attack. Lord Geol-g^ had referred the ^project 
back to Sir lEJenry Clinton, as one. highly fving of 

V ■ ' 

• To Sir H. Clinton, April 10. in 1783, 

P* W») “ ' 



1781 . 


RETREAT OF LA FAYETTE. 


107 


adoption. By hia own, as well as by Sir Henry's wish, 
Arnold now sailed tor New^York, to consult upon this 
project, which, however, came to nothing. Meed, the 
whole effective force of Cliifton, at. this time, as we learn 
from his despatches, wps exactly 10,931.* Far from 
undertaking a campaign in the Highlands, on doubtful 
representations, he desired to recall the last detachments 
from Virginia, if Cornwallis^ could spare them, lleliad 
cause to,apprehend an attack of the French and Ameri¬ 
cans combined, upon® New York; a'.i attack which 
Washington several tinje* seriously planned, and brought 
to the brink of exccu tion, hut which ditTiculties on his 
side had always hitherto prcwntnl. 

In Virginia, where Jetfcr-mn was (Invemor^pud whero 
La Fayette cofimuinded, the .Aim tm-juis were, as yet, 
much inferior to Cornwallis. ** 1 am not strong enough 
44 oven to get beaten!” write-* Li Fayrtie to Washing¬ 
ton. The English Earl *< nt out. from his head- 


(juarterg, two light expedition- . tlm one under Colonel 
Tarlcton, the other under t ohm-l Sinmoe. They had 
great success ; both JcWt-mu ami La Fayette most 
narrowly escaping. Cornwallis who hinw-lf undertook 
some rapid -marches in advance, hud .-tnmg hopes of 
seizing Ids young French ml V4r„;'v. ••'(’he hoy cannot, 

u escape-me! w —these word-*, it is .-aid, in- used in some 
letters, written home, which, after the event, were well 
remembered.]; To slip away from a superior force, by 
dint of good intelligence ami celerity of movements, is 
no high military exploit ; it is the highest, however, 
that, the leader of an army, llEtoiv* Juts to record of 
the Marquis do La Fayet to. 

In tfie south, General Greene had never hewn able to 
collect mpin the greater part of tl** Militia scattered far 
and wide at the battle of Guilford. With nearly 2,(XX) 
men, however,-ho advanced against Lord* liawdon, who 
held QteVgost of Camden with 9(X). On coming up, jlie 
American chief judged it best' to wait for reinforcc- 

' • '. " o 

* TpB^dJornWallis, June 11. 1781. (Corrvsj * published 178-3, 

p. ll».> ’■# • 

t LetteR.lCw Jhk 1781. (Corrcsp. of the devolution, vol. iii. 
p. y . 

A. __ ■*. .4. ti a . Om* ■ • _- 


t Ooid^M^tjMner, Ijfey. vol »«r. p. ill. 
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ments; and, meanwhile, took post some two miles from 
Camden upon Ilobkirk's rfill. On the, other hand. Lord 
ltawdon determined to sally forth and attack him, before 
his reinforcements could arrive. 'Die action was fought 
on the 2.51 h of April; the very day on which Lord 
Cornwallis began his march from Wilmmgtftn. After a 
sharp conflict. Lord Rawdon found himself master of tlio 
field, having driven the Americans with heavy loss from 
the heights which they had held. Tims, only a few days 
afterwards, d«n*> their General describe his situation and 
hU views : “ We fight, get. hen^ and fight again. We 
“ have so nimdi to do. and so little to do it with, that I 
“am much afraid the.-e States must fall, never to rise 
“again ; vnd what is more. 1 am persuaded they will lay 
“a train to sap the foundation of all the rest.”* 

Ilul, a> usual in this singular campaign, the British, 
though victorious, did not reap the fruits of victory. 
Greene took another po-t, only a few miles distant from 
them, and applied himself, with great success, to cut off 
their supplies, ami harass their communications. Before 
the middle of May, Lord Rawdon, unable to bring 
Greene to a second netion, found it necessary (first, 
however, destroying his least portable Stores), to 
relinquish Camden, and fall back for the protection of 
Charleston. ' i 

The exertion* qf Greene at this juncture were well 
seconded by one of his own detachments under Colonel 
Lee, and by tin* pan ism warfare of Marion And Sump¬ 
ter, who. upon this ehango of fortune, had again emerged. 
Fort Watson, Fit Motto. Fort- Granby, and several 
others on the frontier, fell into their hands. Greene 
himself was, indeed, repulsed by’ Colonel Ginger, 
in the attack upon the larger post of Ninety Six, even 
before the arrival of Lonl Rawdon, who had received 


some Irisli n in Torn intuits, and was on lug march to 
ivJso the siege. Yet, here again, after thjp success, 
Lord Rawdon had no hotter choice than to draw off the 
garrison, ami to give up the post, Which, at such a 
distance, he was no longer able to main tain. ’ ,y. 

The midsummer heats, so scorching and Sdiackly in 

V ■■ ' r ‘ i'"' 

- - :' v ■ ■ • 

* Private Lett* * from Greene to W«3!uii|gtott t ;Miy V 1781. 
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tliat climate, led, at this time, to a few weeks* suspension 
of the war. During the interval, Lord Rawdon, whose 
health had “been greatly impaired by his exertions, 
availed himself of a permission, previously obtained, to 
embark for Europe. Just before he sailed, Charleston 
became* fchq, scene of '& military execution, detuned 
requisite as a political example. Colonel Isaac. Ilayne, 
an Americtui who had acceded to,, the English, and taken 
their oath of allegiance, was' afterwards captured when 
in arms against them,.; and, being brought More a 
Court of Inquiry, was sentenced t<» be lumped, and was 
hanged accordingly. Tlfts act drew from General CSreouo 
the most yehement denuneiafions, — a- though it had 
been a wanton murder, or, in hi" own wonh, an “inhu- 
“umn insult,”as (though it might havr justified the 
severest veAgeance upon the unotK mlin-r 1»ritih prisoners 
in his hands. Some months later, the Duke of Richmond 
also made the case of Havin' ihe Mihjcet of an accusatory 
motion in the House of Lord-. On hoili sides of the 


Atlantic was the charncier <.f l.ord Kawdon unsparingly 
assailed. Greene, indeed, ilmimlii tit Im charge him with 
being pusillanimous, as well ;i». erm I; •* perpi tgating this 
‘•atrocity at a time; when his immediate embarkation for 
‘'England was to preserve him from the danger of its 
“ consequences !” Neve rtlieh-'", it is 'b ar, from Lord’ 
Uawdon’a subsequent explanation*', that Lieutemuit- 
Colonel Balfour, being his "ouior on flu* Army hist, ami, 
in point of fact, holding the command at ('harlenton, was 


alone responsible. Lord liawdou had, indeed, taken no 
part in tlie affair, except on the impulse of compassion. 
“Immediately on my arrival in t'h.ule.-imi,” he says, 
M application was* made me by a numof ladies, 
“principally of your- party, Jo save Ilayne from tlio 
“impending infliction. Ignorant of the complicated 
“ nature'and, extent of the crime, I incautiuii-ly promised 
“ to 'use my endeavours towards inducing Colonel 
“ Balfour* to Itnity.** Lord Ihnvdon did so, as Tils 
prom j^bdund him ; yet, hr adds, that on a fuller know¬ 
ledge ofthe case, "for the guilt of Ilayne "not a shadow 
“ of paliiatioBCOulcf he found, lly all the recognised 
“ laws of wirt# nothing was requisite in the case of 
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“ Hayne, but to identify his person, previous to hanging 
“ him. on the next tree .* 1 # 

It is t,ntie that in the details of this transaction, as 
it took place at Charleston/ there appear some circum¬ 
stances of irregularity, and some of harshness, both of 
which may be condemned. Bftt as to the^snbstantial 
merits of the sentence, they depend solely on the question 
whether or not it be rightful to deal “in the most sum- 
“ inury way” with any man, Sworn to one party in a war, 
and yet found seYving on the other. If in this quostion 
the American writers desire to maintain the affirmative. 


according to the established military rules, then they 
must acquit the BritLli officers for having, executed 
llaync. If the negative, then they must condemn 


General "Washington for the written instructions which 


in the very same year, and in the very same cuhtingency 
—that is, with the hopes of seizing Arnold—he had 


given to La Kniette. 


On the departure of Lord Eawdon, the chief command 


of the troops in the field devolved upon Colonel Stewart. 


Greene had encamped upon Santee Hills, but, as the 
summer heats abated, lie do.-ernded from the heights and 
inarched against the lirilirii. The two armies met about 
sixty miles from Charleston, at tlio Eutaw Springs. 
There, on the SYlCof September, was fought an action, 
the last and one of the sharpest in this American War. 


The number oi .-laid on both sides amounted to some 


hundreds, and 


the artillery was several times taken and 


retaken. At the out-et the English were repulsed on 
their whole line, but recovered themselves, and ip'their 
turn drove Imok the American -t, remaining that night 
and next day in full possession of the ground. Hence, 
according to the rules pf whr, they might be regarded as 
the victors, although the Americans also claimed to 
be so; and it wii», perhaps, more truly a pitched* battle. 


* "Sec the excellent lettci* which Lord Rawdon, then Earl of 
jvloirn, addrchsr/ many years afU*rwa r ds to the Amerf&ui General 
H. Leo; it is <lat-'.i June ' 29 . 1813, and printed in the Appendix 
(pp. xxxii.—xliii.) to IaVs “ Campaign of 1V81 intht Cixolinas." 
For the statements in Greene’s public and private s^nSj^Ddencc, 
consult p. 440. of that volume, and the kteaiaphr Greene’s 
grandson, p. 311. 
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As to its result, the English reaped the customary fruits 
of their victories during this campaign. Ere long they 
found it nectary to faU back to Charleston Necks; white 
I he greater part, not merely of the open country, not 
merely in. South Carolina, but in Georgia, wa* over-run 
by Greene* fcjid restored to its A merman allegiance. 
Before the close of the year the King's troops held little 
or nothing in either of these provinces, beyond the disk 
trieta immediately adjoining their two strongholds of 
Charleston and Savannah. 

Spain ; al |90 had sent a small expedition into West 
Florida, and completed ljer iv-compieM of that province 
by the capture of Pensacola, in May. 


Meanwhile, in Virginia, 


Lord Cornwallis, like. Ford 


ILuvdon, had bec« compelled by the 
-lackon in Ms military rnterpri-e-. 


-ummer heats to 
Tin 1 fonv in his 


front wag gradually augmenting. Gem nil Wa\nc, with 
the Pennsylvanians, had Mivreedi'd in minimr La Fayette; 
and other bodies of Militia hud . mum- m. It seemed, 


besides, by no means beyond the l.uumL of prohahility 
that, early in the autumn, Wa-.liiuiiMn aryl Ihxliamheuu 
might combine and move upon i 111• Clm-ajM'ak. Coder 


sneli circumstances Sir lleorv ( ‘Imtmi li It the importance 
of effecting a diversion, and tuininu ~.i*me nt‘ the enemy’s 
troops, to another quarter. Toward, flii- middle of 
August he had received SI lvinfurei im-nt of ereat, value 


to him, a body of 2,400 German reerftits ; and at the 
beginning of September he dequitehi-d G«ikth 1 Arnold 
with an expedition to Connectirul. This expedition, 
after carrying Forts Truyibull and Griswold, reduced to 
ashes the flourishing town < f New London, with many 
of the vessels in the harbour*, Arnold, apparently, being 


but little moved by tlu> rcmcmbnineo that the citric t 
thus wastedfras his birthplace.* Sir 1 hairy had in vfc*w 
another enterprise against Rhode 1-land ; pud a Mow 
Mill fur bolder upon Philadelphia, when*, as in a place o^„ 
full seoturi^jr^tlie Americans had collected all their prin- 


* Arnold witta* however, in his otlirial ropirt: “Th-. explosion of 
“ the puwdef tMidchange of wind noon after tin* M<>n\s were tired coin- 
" nvuiica^m^SOieartf) part of the town, which was, not withstand- 


“ iii_r evciy, lO 'Ju^yeut it, unfortunately destroyed." (MS. 

dc'jttteb, fended to Sir Henry Cnnyn’s Memoirs.) 
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cipal stores and magazines. Both these projects how¬ 
ever, though brongit to the very verge of execution, 
were niuped in the bud by wholly insuperable difficulties 
jSir Henry all this whilQ, by means of an interceptor 
mail, had accurate intelligence of the enemy’s most secret 
designs. Thus it was that he liad learnt theij* first scheme 
of an attack upon New York. Thus, also* had he become 
apprised that in their ywn opinion u a visible languor to 
“their cause began universally to prevail, w But as he 
declares it. “ t\«e most inicrestipg piece of intelligence 
“ which tin*' capture procured us was an intimation from 
“the Court of France 1 lint this'-vyas the last campaign in 
“ which tin* American- wen* to expect assistance of cither 
“ troop; 01 ; -hip- from that nation, as she began to be ap- 
“ preln*ri‘»: \ e that her own t xiuenuie.-. \v 4 nild put it. out of 
‘‘ her power to tontinue her support, if (ha war should 
“he protract! d tnudi Imerer.—thereby strongly pointing 
“out to us the policy nt avoiding all risks as much a- 
“po-silile, tii-cau-c it was now manifest that if WO could 
“onlv pci-i v ere m escaping affront, Time alone would 
“soon hrin-j ahmit cvciy success we eoujd wish.*’* 

Deuce it will !)'* -ecu that even at that late period the 
Jiriti-li eau-o in N«»nh America was, to say the very 
least u{’ it. not ln-i. lfwt the ciirivnt of affairs and the 
nature of i!u'l* ..unitV wnv now rapidly leading to a 
great di-a-tei, -m h i- .ifierAards no successes Could out¬ 
weigh, and m» -kill ntrn-ve. Among the lesser causes 
of that di-ai-ii r mu-* he reckoned the personal cstrange- 
ment of I'lintmi and Cornwallis. Differences between 
them had for -mm* time p.i.-t he^n (^mouldering} and on 
their rciurn to 1 Lowland aj the peace, they eagerly 
availed each other in a paper war. Yet, without follow¬ 
ing tig* complaints of ImkIi into minute detail, it may be 
assorted that they give m> ju.-t ground for the serious 
arraignment of either. Of the two, Clinton WAS pro¬ 
bably the abler, Cornwallis the more enterprising chief; 
'but. both alike w< m men of the highest honour and 
cop rage, fall of zeal for tlieii; country’s seryiceysnd when 
it came to Action, ever desirous to postpoUO--4^not, in 

fact, postponing.—their personal differences to the public 

* >. . - Vji - 

* Sfc Ihnry Clinton’s Memoil's; voL .MB. 
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cause. more especially—may have 

erred in judgment<y£t it seems only equitable to 
renu > mb^Vho^tli<h , hy and bewildering were aUthis titaw 
the pathshnfhrft them. • 

Another, and the most efficient, cause of the disaster 
that, tnsuedjay in the superiority of naval force nrtiich 
the French suddenly acquired in tlic^c* seas. In the 
month of May, a new chief, the* Comte de Harms, fad 
arrived from Europe, and faken the command of the 
French squadron, still tying at Khndc l-lwid, and hitherto 
in ,-ome degree neglected.* Toward* the stmc period, 
Sir Henry Clinton, at*hi- own carni'.ol and repeal’d 
request, had been freed from tin- eoimter-aetion of a mo^fc 
untoward colleague; Admiral Arlmthnoi heine wee,tiled, 
and Admiral (iBn\o-> «n|ipoinied in hi- plaee, I’lm- far 
tlie chiefs rtdy were changed, and the Inlunee of force 
wfl'i. as before, in labour of the Lngli-li. Hut the 
I'i!lam;p. was wholly turned ai r :iin-t riiem v. In n, in tlit* 
latter part of Augu-h tin tI ! d> t.ra— e arrived from 
the West Indies With ♦ il : I .uni (\\*-n{\ ',iil u1‘ tin line. 


Ill Grasse was followed by S||- S.iiuwe] Hood, hut Sir 
Samuel conld bring only ioum-en 

On his voyage Do lira--* ‘ ft y in with and took the 
packet from Charleston, h-iui.- n b.nni Lad IJawdon, 
who thus found hiiu^elf wiihin i rfw " from a rioter 
at Ilnbkirk’s Hill a pri roller *11 1 iie t In ..ijicuL Filtering 
that bay, the French Admiral .^-t f>n -Ifnte between three 
and four thousand land troop.-, under the Munprs de St. 
Simon; a most welcome addition to 1 1n* for<v of La 
Fayette. So iU-inforn^d, meanwhile, \vu~ Hood of the 
true number of De Gra^-e’* \i—el>, that, writing to Sir 


Henry Clinton from off (•aj>v Ilmry, on tin- ‘jlili of 
AugnsVhq declared his own ffeet fpily equal to defeat 
any designs of the enemy, let. I)e Gra.-'-c bring or *ctul 
what ships he might in aid to tlio-e undor # l»arra?,. On 
these assurances Sir Henry Clinton relierl, ami certain^ 
was justified in belying, and lie aft it ward', appealed to 

»*■ * * • « A 


• “ II y mois^qac nous It ion j parti'* di* IV.. :n-i: ; noun 

■ ifavioqS^is ( 'tsnWJre' rw£u unc Icrtrr ni uu ecu,** says the Duke de 

■L.nuun. &S 3 . ed. 1822 .) 

vol. v^Q. l 





114 


HJ8T0BY OF ENGLAND. 


CHAr. LETT 


them a* indicating the hop#* thathehad eh^nahed and 
the plans that he had formed. 

/ Admiral Graves, oh his party'hasle^A'td/j<dti Hood 
with five ships, all those he had’ wfedp wAea $ and, as 
the senior officer, he assumed the eydT edmmtoA When 
he Appeared off the Capes of Virginia, D^GrAsse went 
out to meet him with the greater part of his force, and 
there endued between 1 them, on the dth <tf :6ap>tombcr, a 
desultory and indecisive action* Several, tldpfi were 
damaged, hut none were taken; and at last, after some 
days, they parted; the English fleet returning to New 
York, and the French fleet td .the Chosapath* * There 
Do Grasse was joined by the squadron ofBor?aA from 
Newportbut, on the other hand, some, ships from 
England, under Admiral Digby, increased the-force ol 
Graves, The relative superiority, however, still con¬ 
tinued, as before, greatly on the side of the French. 
While they, in the Che^apeak, could boast, thirty-six 
sail of the line, we, at New York, had no more than 
twenty-live. . 

Washington, meanwhile, had not been diveffod from 
his design* against Lord Cornwallis, either by. ifo^desccnt 
of Arnold in Connecticut, or by any appreht|^|bh foi 
Khode Inland, lie wa- wisely impressed wUh-rtbe im- 
lortance, at. t‘nut juncture, of striking agreat blow. 
Every when* around him, lie found a vaguedepi?ndenco 
French aid unnerve and take the placnof/a self- 
ying zeal. lie siw the Congress, so energetic stud so 
well supported at its out set, utterly failing in ifo&ty, and 
sunk in reputation, lie saw yhe people in , v f*he very 
throes* of national bankruptvy; k ‘ our poor dd currency 
“is breathing it* last gasp;” writt;S, at fhht jjfrn$ an 
accomplished lady from Boston.* He saif^^ie'JSasiern 
States especially, as their own writers h*v% ^know- 
lodged, grown almost indifferent to tho.W^ajfjfoghs.it had 
mossed to other shores. Thus, to a^SWSSuiatoirs 
words at a later period, “ some apkmdfrljA 
“essentially necessary at tl»e crisis i*i(r 


* Letter to Mr. John Adams, horn 
(Mrs. Adams** Correspondeueq, p, lift. 
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“the expiring itopes and languid exertions of the 
“cooniiy.’tf ^ 

With $be$e vf Mr$t tte American Genera], aitf in com* 
bination vyith^din. Comte de Rochambeau, after several 
feints, ireW off their main forces to Philadelphia, and 
from thanjfe marched tfe the Head of Elk. Onf* this 
onwardtOUte into Virginia, Washington was enabled to 
pay a passing visit to his brioved home of Mi^int 
Vernon, yrhich he had nevCr seen (h> uni emitting had 
been his public services) since lie 1< ft •"t to attend the 
secondCwjstineatal Congress, six yeai s and a half before. 
On this Htit of SeptenjJbor hi* teat bed tin head-quarters of 
La Fa^ett% near Williamsburg, and imiiiik d, of course, 
the eitiof tOotmnand, whih uudtr Inin I)i Kouhumbcau 
had thd more particular dm < turn of th< 1 i< n*h Next, 
the two odmmandors tiavilhd tow mU ( «]>« Henry, to 
hold a conference with ('omit <l< <»» i-.m on hoard his 


ahip. v That ship, the V l f 11 in Putts w is .tin idy much 
renownedj it earned 100 gmi" md w is, pi ihips, the 
largest vessel then afloat Itun. cutamlv, thin any of 
our OWU ** first- rates.” It hid bun byilt it lavish co*t 
and With soientife eaie In ilmiimn ot tin *« ui/ens of 
Paris, as a present to King « ho, in i< i • pting their 

gift, had ^BStowed on it thr u u trn» f 

At the conference on bond flu \ itI» ih Paris, the* 
Comte de Grasse gave his colh ignis not ho, that 
owing to his other dutus, and his |hun nidus from 
home, heoputd not continue on this station longer than 
the ltd of November. Me aim luh, it w as di t< i mined to 


press jfjjhe operations against Loid (^inw illis with the 
utmotffc ^vigour. The nc^ unhid, was rapidl} rinsing 
&roDKl;|k> English Earl. * Dating tin month of August 
he YN>rtsmout!i. and takm p< st at Yoik- 

tovn,j||| WB HW<!e of some instructions from Sir Iluuy 
Sir Henry meant aa pjrmisHivt, but 
whicff^fk^WaUie understood as pen uiptoiy. Yq'A- 
town, afterwards du lurid, was not, in nis^ 
judgdS^^^Qj^Kpted for defence. It is a btnall \ lUage, 


• Sc* 
t Out 

p 2 «L 


fildfe Of WMbington. p WQ 

m Mundy’s Life ot Rodney, vol o. 



116 


B18T0ST OF ENGLAND. 


CnAP. LX1V. 


About twelve miles from Wi&an^^ a high 

* tattle, &© southern one, of the long 

' peninsula) extending between James, 

is little more than eight miles 'hrood.j/.^BlSfli^he river 
York itself is one mile in width ; and,on oj^jraiof land 
projecting from the northern* bankj ^^jlbuccster, 
„ another small village, which CornwallisBoth 
posts, hut more especially York-town as theVlJM^er, he 
had fortified as he best nfight, with redoubta and in- 
trenchments ; and these unfinished works, be WB8 BOW to 
maintain with 7,(XX) men, against a foreewfcifch by 
degrees grew to 18,(XX). Ilis position Wta )M*fc?ally 
perilous, so long as the Knglish retained thepuphriority 
at sea; -but the great fleet of Do Grasse was now in¬ 
terposing, and cut off hi> retreat. * , .• . L t ,. 

With proper frankness Cornwallis had Hot left his 
commanding oflieer in any doubt as to his difficulties. 
So early as the If>th of September he wrote thi^s to Sir 
Henry Clinton from York-town: — “ This place isin no 
“ state of defence. If you cannot relieve me vefy soon, 
** you must expect to bear the worst.* . . 

It was on the l?Stli of the same month tha^»the v bom- 
bined army of Americans and French drpt appeared in 
sight of York-town. Cornwallis is alleged to have ne¬ 
glects *<1 a favourable opportunity to fall upon^attd^ver- 
power the .-eparate division of La Fayette bmbtre it was 
supported by the re.-d. Yet such success, liad iteVGfffbeen 
achieved, and had not the Americana com© upqtticker 
than was thought, could have had no material ' v Jh$aring 
on the result of t,he campaign. ,On the eyenl&^J)f the 
29th the Knglish General wo* cheered by thc aifival of 
an express bringing ih^patclws from (Sr 
of the 24th of September “ At a me^ting,! , C ! TOte Sir 
Henry, “ of the General and Flag Officers, "* 

** it is determined that above 5,000 man, .rai^JT 
£b<diall be embarked on board the 
“joint exertions of the navy and 
“ days to Relieve you, and' afterward® 

„ . * «»«i ' m • . . x __.A 


M K 


you. 


The Heet consists of twenty 
„ne, three of which are ih 

* every reason to hope we start 

* October * 



1T8I. 

On 

CornWj 
his froi® 
to tho'$^ 


LORD CORNWALLIS RES Jr. OLD. 
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.S^S^^'iitk^thig'thejie de*pat£du*.s 
,'«pee^y sncedUr, drew in 
:|^h£^isra defences, and confined them 
:J "fttardf thd tow& It was r step for the 


i; they ^ bad not expected to secuye so 
'means,** writes Washington, W we are 
of very advantageous grounds, which 
ihO British line of works in a very nuar 
togQtt the 1st of October hr; was enabled to 
f w^Presideftt of Congress Ifis investment as 
fully ^mipleted- * Glqpee .-tor, whieh was held by Co¬ 
lonel BnndAS, was beleaguered by some Virginian Mi¬ 
litia, and by the French legion of tin- Ouke de Lauznn. 
Yorlc-tpiBrn, where Cornwallis in pi r-un, tm*l # with his 
main fbrce cpiflmamVd, *=nw. to it- left. tin* division of 
La Fayette^ and to its right, tin* *livi-i*»i» of Si. Simon. 
OtherliOdiPS of troops tilled tin- ‘-pace between them, 
While Washington and Kurliamhc.m lived their posts 
near ■ite&ijdher, towards the <«-ntre. They brought up 
fifty $13^of cannon, for ilie must part, heavy, hy aid 
from^v^ French ship* 4 , a- .il-u ,-ixte»n mortars; and 
thejf’flwrttime in commeiu-inu, their first parallel 
agaiihit the town. • 

0$: it**'ether part, Lotd Co£uwull^ # is admitted tq t 
havejphown most undaunted iv-ohuion. The officers 
undc^ him, and the troops, German pud Fnglish, all did 
theirWell. For Some weeks they had laboured hard 
and^hl^balttingly, in raising their defences; and they 
were $ 0 # prepared, with equal .-pirit, to maintain their 
works.* lint, besides the enemy without, 
theyll^ ^S^MW foe witlfin—an epidemic sickness, that 
StreffifelSwiiy hundreds* helpless on th«*ir pallet-beds. 

('■|hey hindeV Washington* from completing hia 
R^ and Opening his fire upon them on the even- 
October. For two daw* the fire was 
^ heavy cannon, and from mortars <ru& 
'shells in showers on thejown, until, m* 
our fjuiifl on the left jvere sileficed, 
Sgfciaged, ahd our loss of men consider* 
if iltdilt also, the Charon, a ship of forty- ./> 


viiL u. 169. • 
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four guns* together with three British transports in the 
river, were set in flames, and, consumed. On the night 
of the lltfl the enemy began their second parallel at 
about three hundred y arils; fhat is, at only half the dis¬ 
tance, of the former. Cornwallis did all in his power to 
delay, for prevent he could not, the progressed this work, 
by opening new embrasures for guns, and keeping up a 
constant tiro with all the howitzers and snulll mortars 
that he could man. >% 

In their Approaches the enemy Were also, in some de¬ 
gree, impeded by two redoubts which the British had 
constructed in advance to cover thMr left flank. These 
Washington resolved to storm ; and, for the sake of ex¬ 


citing emulation, he entrusted the attack of the One to the 
Americans, and of the other to the French. Both attacks 
were made in tin* night of the 14th, and with full suc¬ 
cess; and, by the unwearied exertions of the enemy, 
both redoubts were included in their second parallel by 
day-break the next morning. 

Up to thi* time Lord Cornwallis bad been cheered by 
the expect.Mion df speedy aid. Often and anxiously 
must he liavf looked out, for a white sail gleaming in the 
distance on tin* blue water* of the bay. But, on the 15th, 
the morning ntVy th«* -edoubts were stormed, it was 
clear to him that the expedition from New York had .been 
either, by some ace'dent, delayed, or, by the superiority 
of the French licet, turned aside. Writing, pp that 
day, a few lines in cypher to Sir Henry, Cornwallis de¬ 
scribed his prospect* as follows:— “My situation, now 


u becomes very cLtical. We dare not show a gun to 
“their (the enemy’s) old batteries, apd I expect that 
u their new one> will open to-morrow morning.... J&xperi- 
“ enee has >hown that our fresh earthen works dp not 
u resist their powerful artillery ; so that we shaB.SOpnbc 
“ exposed to ah assault in ruined works, in .a'lpdpbsif* 
‘“iftOn, and with weakened numbers. Tfee ^afjty of the 
place is, therefore, so precarious, 6 that Xcwwmtrecom- 
“ mend that .‘lie fleet and army shouldrisk 
" in endeavouring to save us.” . V 

Lord Cornwallis, however, with ■».spirit, 
while discounselling “great risk*#J> 
to run any risk, however greats 
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day-hreakofthe 16th heordereda sally of about 8.50 men, 
under Of l«ieutenant-Ctolonel Abercrombie, 

to attAcV ,'the enemy’s batteries, which appeared 

to bo in forwardness, and to spike their guns. 

The gallant*Tittle band, well led under Abercrombie by 
Armstrong^md by Lake? carried all before them, forcing 
the spiking eleven of the guns, and killing or 

wounding about ono hundred of* the French. Hut this 
action/fhdhgh extremely honourable to the officers and 
soldiers;Who performed it, proved of li/tle public good; 
for the ^tfitnon having, of necessity, been spiked in haste, 
were toon rendered 0if for service once more. “Ami 
before dark,** says Cornwallis, “ the enemy’s whole paral- 
“ lei and batteries appeared to he nearly complptc. At 
“ this tfanewe knew ihat there was U<I part or the whole 
“ front attacked on which we could diow a single gun, 
“ and our shells were nearly expended. 1 had, there* 
“ fore, only to choose between preparin'.* 1 to Mtrrender 
next day, or endeavouring i" ert otf with the greatest 
pajft of the troops; and 1 determined to attempt the 

For mat enterprise Lord Cornwall^ had provided 
sixteen large boats, which. upon Other pretexts, were 
ordered to be in readiness to receive troops that same 
evening at ten o'clock. With ilfl-e it \**> hoped to pas? 
the infantry during the night to (• hmccstcr, relimpiishing 
the baggage, and leaving a *in:dl detachment to capi¬ 
tulate Ipr the town's people, and fur the sick and wounded. 
The plan of Cornwallis was next to form the enemy’s 
lines in front of Gloucester, and eut to pieces or disperse 
their troops; then to muunt his men on horses taken 
from#4 French or the country people; to gain, by u 
rapidAfajttb, the ford# of the great # rivers uuii'uiakc hi# 
way - Ifert^h Maryland and tlie .Jerseys to New York. 

kite vast extent of country to l>c posted, and 
the of the force in his rear, the enterm-ise 

appeii^^hjt'ib^ely daring, but desperate ; still, slight as^ 
were Corhwaili* far preferred tficm to.sur- 

rende^f^rt^rflrst embarkation of troop? had already 
gone bank, when the whole project was 

maiTe^|pt^agtt. i 4fod‘ by the weather, which, from calm 
and to a most violent storm of'- 
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wind and rain. Tty* crossing of the other .troops that 
night became impossible; all that could It .done was to 
bring bask next forenoon the* detachments^ that had 
already passed. 1 

Meanwhile, as Cornwallis had expected, the enemy’s 
batteries before York-town hail opened atoday-break. 
Nothing now remained for him but to obtain the best 
terms he could. On tout morning* then* the 17th of 
October, lie sent t a flag of truce to Washington,proposing 
a ees.-Mliun of aims, and a treaty dor the capitulation of 
his po.-t. Washington, in re ply ^ required hilk to, state 
within two lioius the terms which lie demanded. Jn a 
second letter hereupon Cornwallis asked that the gar* 
rwms ol‘ Y % «irk and t ihmcc.-ier, though laying down their 
arms u> pri-omrs of war, ,-hould oe sent home,—the 
llritons to liritain. jmd the (icrnmns t.o Germany, under 
engagement inn to s,-nr against Franco, America, or 
Iheir allies*. until in dm* form rxrhanged. The American 
('•onera! declared |Imm* lerm- to 1m* iuadmissible,Ui^d the 
Karl then agreed to wai\e them. It appears provable, 
indeed, that, they yi iv proposed only for th.Q'sakcof form 
or show. 1'lirir iiillihueiit would have depended: OILthe 
Congrc-i-. and nm mi tin .,per-onul high honour and pro¬ 
bity of Wa>hiii; i r j.on. ^nd with the event of Saratoga 
lull in hi*, mind. 11 uiu-i haw- corned to Lord Cornwallis 
a question of utter and complete indifference whether 
the Americans did or did not stipulate to #6t their 
captives free. 

On this basis then — as yielded by CornwalHs, OH the 
morning of the ly.h of October-* 11 cessation of arms 
was continued, and n negotiation begun. The Com¬ 
missioners, two field-officers being named on each/aide, 
conferred together, and discussed the terms thatsame 
day. Ail the artillery and public stores in thotwoforts, 
together with the flipping ami boats in the 
wusr to be surrendered by the English. % On lb@fotkr 
.band, private property of e\ cry kind was to 
by the Americans and French! The gatriaim^ih^nfork 
and Gloucester were to luareli out with tllC.\|WMDab^nours 
of war as had been granted by Sir at 

Charleston; the land forces to Trffi||ii'|t^m(rf tho 
United States, at.d the nuvalTprootl'^iw^^^jBPiance 
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The soldiers were tube kept in Virginia, Maryland, or 

ae much by regiments as possible. 
The Genmlj lS^a^ and other officers not left* with the 
droops, to .Be permit ted to ge to New York or to Europe 
on partde.'; ' 

“ It isregiarkable ” sa^s an American historian, "* that 
“ while"Colonel Laurens the "Hirer employed by Ge- 
u neral Washington (in conjunction with the Vieofnto 
“ do Noaille?!), was drawing up the.-,* articles, his lather 
4< was olosfdy confined .in the Tower of London, of which 
u Lord;,$@iri^waUis was Con-tahle. lty this singular 
combinatjon of circum-raners, his Lonl<hip became a 
“ prisoner to the son ofhis own pri-oner!”* 

Au addition which Millington made as follows, (o the 
article on private effects, appears iH lir-t sight, obscure: 
“ It isunderstood that any pn.pem, "In imr-ly belonging 
** to the inhabitants of llie-e State-, ill the posse.-sioti of 


Inimed.' 


u the garrison, shall In* -ubj. rt i<- be rt <*1 jiI tut 
hero the obscurity has be. *i rh-ared away by another 
historian, pf America. The American chief-, he says, 
felt th$, ineonsistenev, wliil. -tne/udiivg for ^heir own 
inl^peud^nce^ of stipulating for the subjection of any of 
the^fefdlowjmtm i and tin y therj ltuv adopted this covert 
phrase* for the purpose of o-lormg |.» their rightful 


owners! the Virginian shun -. t 

CbrnwaUis, on his part, w:»- lionniirahly anxious to 
protectj&om harm the native loyalists within his lines; 
and he proposed as the teuih arti* !«■, that no-ueh men 


were tt ,to. bo, punished on account of having joined the 
“ British. army, w Wuihingtun wrote, in reply: ‘'This 
“articlecannot be assented to, being altogether of civil 
“resoh^^ Means were found. howe\cr, v : th Wadbng- 
toii’s cOpnivatice, to obtain the sunn object in another 
form* ,'WtM Stipulated, that, immeiliutcly after the 

capitultttidn. .the Bonetta sloop of war was to .-ail for 

- - 1 aseS 1 ■'v - i - - - 1 , , r ■, 

de-patelie- Ifolil I-»ru 
toil, and with as many - 
think tit to send ; pro- 
L*rv returned, and that 

lit;volution, voL ii. p 271. 


Aew xppi nnsearched, with 

Henry Clin 
holdierg;j^ $0wd.;aa ho should 
vid«d.^pj|KJgp|, thp vessel w 




t Ort 


4 f the America i 
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the soldiers were accounted for as prisoners in a future 
exchange. By this expedient■ 'i^Sjl'^he^Bjpitteh chief 
enabled to secure a safe conduct (to /iff" American 
adherents. It did not prevent, however^the other 
loyalists at New York and elsewhere,ta complaining 
loudly that any capitulation hid been 'rigpgjil. after the 
tenth article had been refused. Still much, more did they 
redhnt the use of the word “punished " in that article, 
as Cornwallis first proposed* it; for “ punishment, 9 ’ they 
said, must. iinpf«* some, previous .crime; and their only 
crime lutd been allegiance to their King. , 

The articles of the capitulutihy, having beeH finally 
fixed by Washington and accepted by Cornwallis, were 
signed b«- tho re.spective <*ener>ils on the morning of the 
19th of October. On the Briti.'h* side,* about 500 men 
had been killed or wounded during the progress of the 
siege. At its close, the British and German troops, 
exclusive of the seamen, amounted to 6,000; 'but so 
great was the number of the sick and the disabled, that 
there remained l«-s> than 4,(XH) fit lor duty. At two 
o'clock that ut'terpoon, as agreed in the capitulation, the 
York-towu troops man-hed out with their drums beating, 
their arms shouldered, ^iml their colours cased,, to lay 
down their arms before the enemy, Americana' and 
Vreneh, drawn' out ni line. Tho office specially 
appointed to reeeiw* them was General Idncmn^, the 
chief of their cupfivcs at Charleston in the preceding 
year. Yet Wasliingion, with his it-nuil lofty spirit, had 
no desire to aggnnate the anguish and humiliation of 
honourable foes, On the contrary, he.bade all mere 
.spectators keep aloof from tho ceremony, and suppressed 
all public sign-, of exultation. • ’ j ; 

The sect a* widely ensiled is described by an eye¬ 
witness, a h reneh ebaplaiu of the Comte de Rochambeau. 
Tho two liucj of the Allied army, says Af^JBebin, 
drawn out for upwards of a mile; tbeAmericans 


wej*e 


and of 
lung. 


having the right. The disproportion of be 
ages in fhetr men, and theif soiled and 
might be unfavourably contrasted with and 

more soldierly appearance of the ErBiMi^^SSII£". under 
such circumstances, the personal d: 

Militia should lather be looked .npOh 



a raw 

lament 
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of the tTvrajsflbk Abb6 was struck 

at sceta& «3fc»Ko«»9, how nraet keener 

was at JJie Em^ositT between the English and 

Americanathan between the # English and French. Thus, 
the English officers, when they laid down their arms, 
and we^ptwsiiig along the enemy’s lines, courteously 
salutcdeyejry French officer, even of the lowest rank j ( a 
compliment which they withheld' from every American, 
even of the highest. 

The followers of tile 'English army, h-'ft defenceless at 
York-tow^, wereexpoapd to much ill-treatment on the 
part of th^ hative soldiers, thirsting, it was said, for 
vengeance. " Abbe Kobirt saw an English lady, a 
ColottOi*d wifb, come in tears to implore, fur Wtsolf and 
lor her childred, thd protection .»r Frem-h generosity 
against American outrage. * On the other hand, we iind 
the English officers and soldiers — tie actual prisoners 
of war*—*bear willing testimony n> the kindness they 
received. Thus speaks Lord Cornwallis, in his letter to 
Sir Henry Clinton: “The tnatment in general, that 
“ we have received from the • n-miy. sin re our .surrender, 
“ has been perfectly good tm<i propor. lint the kindness 
“ and attention that has hveu flown to to bv tin* French 
“ officers; in particular, their /h lioalp sensibility of 
“ our situation, their generous and preying otfer of 
“ money,,both public ami private, to any amount, has 
“ really gone beyond what 1 can po.s-ibly deM'ril>e, and 
“will, I hope, make an impre-siou on the breast of 
“every English officer, whenever the fortune of war 
“should jktiany of them into our power.” 

Bu^ where, was Sir Hehry Clinton meanwhile? lie 
ha<f pr^yrnd bis auxiliary torye at Now York, and was 

’“blmjSEgOr to embark on the oth of OetoM'r. The 

.. :n ....,i 


shipj^/ftlL^hH contrary, were ill provided, ami 
Admirals^lSow. “We had the mi.dbrfcune,” Clinton 




• «’ 


A York sans urrno curera miflrir d(ue 
“ beaucigj^ f AnMcaira qui vdulaittnt «c veriger i^t’S brigundilgrtt 
** bi^iiUuiofiN. J’ai vn la lemnic. il’un Colonel 

** A ^ no * oflivicr* d« lui dunn»;r tine garde 
“ pour «* ttitfans. do la violence du »uiilat 

“ an Amerique, par I’AbW Robin, p 14C 
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writes, "to seo almost every succeeding My produce 
“ some naval obstruction or other to protract' our depar¬ 
ture; and I am so Try to add, thatftwiU the after- 
‘ noon of the 19th before *the fleet was'fairly at sea.” 
Tliis was tho very day of Lord Cornwallis's "capitula¬ 
tion ; and, on corning off the Chesapcak,tlsey received, 
in due course, the news of that event. Nothing, then, 
was left for f hem, but fo go # back whence they came. It 
is to be noted, fjiat if the tleet. could have sailed in time, 
the relief to Ltfrd Cornwallis ntftid not have been hin¬ 
dered by the enemy’s Mipcrioritjg, at sea. * Thus continues 
Sir Henry in hi-* unpublished Memoirs The Flag 
‘‘ Officers of the fleet, who were present when this matter 
"was dfhand in ('ouncil, were all clearly of Opinion 
“that thirl} -m’\ ship- of the line Could‘not, In the posi¬ 
tion the I'Yenrli lie* ■ t had taken between^the Middle 
“Ground anti 1 for-e.-hop Klats, prevent even twenty- 
“three fn»m pacing, with a leading wind and, tide, 
“into either York or darnels river. The reasons 
“given were that tin- enemy’s ships, being unable, 
“from the violeAcc of tin 1 tide, and great swell of tho 
“sea that runs in tlmt channel, to avail themselves of 
“the spring', ujk.ii their rubles, their broadsid&S Could 
“not be l.roii'jlo to ber\y on ships approaching them end 
“on ; and after a j»a-sage should be effected, they Would 
“not dale .Midden! y lo weigh or cut for tho pUrpOBO of 
“following. le-t they "honld be driven on shODS.**' 

With the .-uiTriidrr of Lord Cornwallis, the American 
War may be -aid to have concluded; so far at least as 
its active military, .peiaiions were concerned* It was a 
war bv no mean-, a- we sometimes hew* alleged of it, 
founded on any plain or palpable injustice in point of 
law, since, at the mi Net, when “the taxes wejfpjfirst 
imposed, the Knglish Ministers might point tp nearly all 
the highest authorities as allirniing the abstract rijjht of 
taxation we po.-so.-cd. But, beyond alldoubjj^it^was a 
v»var proceeding on the* grossest impolicy, frpnt the mo¬ 
ment it was seen how much Yesentment thefotewsise of 
that right provoked. For the mors barreninsertion of 
that right —for a mere peppercorn of rent-^^p^ienated. 
and, as it were, in wantonnesa, , pro¬ 

vinces which, ftt the peace of. -\ns oon- 
, tented and loyak ftp theSevern 
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or the Thames, v - J$t,gpevir wiser, but too. late. 
Karncst earnest' overtures, larger and then 

larger 'were tendered, from thrift to time, 

to but always a few weeks or a 

few mcm^ l^yond the period when they might yet have 
healeddibe ground. The same utter want of policy 
which provoked the war was shown in its first direction. 
Our moSt skitful commanders, our'.nost daring enterprises, 
seemed to he reserved for thb conclusion of the conflict, 
when skill Could no mere avail us, and* when enterprise 
led onfy; to. disaster. While the opportunity was still 
ours-—while France jind Spain, so soon to combino 
against'v* still kept aloof— while Washington* army, 
for example* Was in full flight, or tiate.^V tv a* n<»t, yet 
formed, then/t is that* we find General Hnwi Von tent, to 
bound.his conquests at the Delaware, and General IJur- 
goyne jrefrain a whole niomli from hi-, advance to 
Albany. , Such was the :*yxirm in tic ('ahim-t, against 
which our greatest *>tat< .-mm \\:ir:u*il the Ministry in 
vain,. Such Were the error* in tin th-ld, which even tho 
occasional skill of our oflieer., and flu* j , on"tant bravery 
of our troops, could not reirh \ c. Thu* did we alienate 
a people with whom we might j^riuip-, fo thi- very day, 
h a ve* kept'united ; with them resolutely upholding peace 
among all other nations; with ifVm, tie* leader.* of the” 
world in temperate liberty and Clin*ti:m pro^re**. They 
might have been both our brother fivi-lnen and our fellow 
subjects, free witb their own A.^einblies, an we are free 
with OUTS, yet bound to Un bem*alh tile golden circle of 
the Crown, Or if cvwi, with lhcir growing number.s, 
that golden circle had seemed to them lu piv.*s, it might 
have been gently and cjuietly unloos'd. We might 
rted as friend5 and kinsmen part, not have torn 
"pith a bleeding gash on either side 
The intelligence of the York-town capitulation reached 
LondonVai ot nooQ on the 2<>th of Novemhcr. L' >r 'l 
t who first received it a- Secretary of 4 

impart ft in person to “the I Vi mo 

Ministi^^-* "" " r “. 11 

it chs* 
then 
tion? . 

“ breast 


r letter, to the King, Mr. W rax all, us 
:'wjith Lord Georg** that very day, and 
;^hiOW Lord North took tlie cowinunica- 
yotf i have taken a car.non-ball in his 
George. “He opened bis aim* 
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“ exclaiming wildly, as bo paced up and down the room 
*' for a few minutes, * O Goal it is allover fwords which 
“ he repeated many times under the deepest agitation 
u and distress” * . ' ' 

Far greater was the fortitude shown fcy ’George the 
Third. His Majesty*# reply to* the communication from 
Lord George Germaine was received that same aftar- 
neftn : if was neither t"emulous in its hand-writing, nor 
yet despondent in its tone ; it expressed his deep Concern, 
l>ut. at the same lime, his steady resolution. There was 
only one little eireum-tunce which ta .Lord George’s 
practised eye hetra veil u nwon te<f emotion. ' In that letter 
the King had omitted to mark tW hour and minute of 
his writ 'tig; as li«* a\ sis acru.-tomed to do with scrupulous 
exactness 1 . . * 

At Paris, the tidings of Cornwallis's surrender arrived 
upon 1 he UHtli. *• Mii.l heartily,”— thus writes Franklin 
to John Adam-, in Holland,— k ‘ do I congratulate you on 
“ the glorious new-. Tin* infant Hercules in his cradle 
u has now .strangled hi- .-croud serpent.” The first ser¬ 
pent was, of cour-e, no other than General Burgoyne. 
So pleaseu was Franklin with thin classical conceit* that 
it afterward.-, formed the subject of a medal, Struck by 
his direction. f 

" It is remarkadle. however, that Franklin, writing only 
three day- Indore to another private friend, had used the 
following e\pr« --r.ui : “ I wi-h most heartily with you 
“ that this acenr-ed war was at an end; but 1 despair of 
** seeing it finished in my lime.”J 

* M llisionrul Mniioir- «*f My Own Time,” by Sir N, Wrojt&ll, 
voL ii. p. ini e<l 1 s 1 ;> Wrnvall is n writer of im irntborityoh any 
disputed fun, hut limy he al'imcd stni^e credit on itigfat, circum¬ 
stance* falling dinrtiy \%.tlmi iii> own ohservatioilu 

f Note to WiudiiiigiuiiV Writings, vol. viii. p, 189. .. . 

t To (iiwornu*- I’.ommII, NoMinbcr 23, 1781. Franklin’* Writ¬ 
ing^. vol. ix. p. S3, oil 1844. 
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The opehingof the Session'll,id been fiyed for the 27th 
of Nevetsibef, only twe days after tin* ilfr tiding. It be¬ 
came requisite on their qpcount to frame tin* lloyal Speech 
anew:. _Aa delivered by His Majesty, from the Throne, 
it waj^&uhd to State the disaster of iiis army in Virginia, 
and to Call upon his people for their u v igoroiV> animated, 
44 and united exertion.” 


Ill the tipper House u > sooner had the Address of 
Thanks;been moved and w rnnded, than land Shelburne 
started up with an Ante dim nt. lie adverted to the 
King in terms of due re- 1 et..i- ■ <i \ al<>n>u- and gciivr- 
“ otIS prince, gathering lir mil - I'o.ni mi-f u-tunc.*' Hut 
Oil the whole conduct of ll on the riiti'-e policy of 

Ministers, he descanted wi ^ en u. lie wa- well »up- 

jiorted by the Duke of {irhvond and J,.»id (‘a union; 
Lord Rockingham also e»h« dmi-tly ^-n his side. In 
rep^ the weapons of ll , thsvernim-nt were hut feebly 
w lowed by Lord Stormont .iiid Lord Hill-borough; the 
Lord Chancellor resisted tin* Aim mlim-nt, mainly us a 


violation of the established form- of Parliament, and, on 


the whole, it might be said of Lord Shelburne, in this 
debate,, as wits said by an Iri-h Member on a .similar 
oCCAsica^^thAt ho had a majority in every tiling but 
num^6r«.i: ,His Amciidnlcnt yva> rejected by 7d Peers 

agai«*t 3 L ’ 

In tho CpmmonR, an Amendment was in like*manner 
propohj^d'^ Pox, as soon Us the Addn«- t bail been duly 
iuo?0d,|^bM:0ndod. He appluuiled the Mini-try«#in a 
stimdy^lA^ltstic invective, bceau-r they had -eleoU^f 
vorT^?i^|&fomberft foF that task,—a ta-T which, ho 
said, .benefit of inexperience, the recoin* 

nienda^ itp^iignorancel For himself, though a young 
man, called a young Member, lie had 

seen j% m of Ministers j ht had heard theijr 
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progressive madness, impolicy, or ^treachery,: and ho 
was now confounded at their presuming to loott the Com- 
mbns’ House of Parliament in. the face;/.. . .• He would 
not say that he believed they were paid l^ PrStncc; it 
was not possible for him to prove the &$t; out he would 
venture to say that t hey deserved to be so pa/d ' 

This powerful philippic drew from Lord North a short 
but able reply. To the charge of personal Corruption ho 
referred with ju,-t disdain. Of Lord Cornwallis^ capitu¬ 
lation he spoke v ith recovered tiriAFCHS. “A melancholy 
“ disaster.” he -aid. “ ha- occurred in Virginia; but arc 
“ we. therefore, to lie don n and ijip? No, it ought ra- 
“ ther to ron-e ii- into action ; it ought to impel, to urge, 
“ to aniinyi!, for by bold and united exertions every* 
“ thing may he -a\ed ; by dnjcetio.i and despair every- 
“ thing imi-t he Tie* honourable gentleman had 

threatened with impeachment and the scaffold, hut that 
should not deter him from ,-tri\ing to preserve the rights 
and Iegi-lati\o authority of Parliament. The war with 
America had been unfortunate, but not unjust. 

Burke, in :<n-vi- r to tlii- speech. poured forth a Strain 
of most impa—i<med eloipiemv ; tlie words of Lord North, 
said be, fro/e hi- blood. am! burrowed lip his soul, “Good 
‘‘God ! Mr. Spr/iker,” jm exclaimed, “are we yet ft) be 
“told of the riuht- for whicji we went to WOT?' Oh, 
“excellent, riidit-! oh. valuable rights! Valuable you 
“should be. Ii»r we hu\e paid dear at parting with you. 
“Oh valuable riirlit-, that ha\e cost ICugland thirteen 
“ province-, lour island-, a hundred thousand melt and 
“more than xrn'.y million- of > loney! Oh wonderful 
“rights, that lm\e lust to Giv.it Britain her empire on 
“the ocean—her boa.-ted grahd and substantial tJttjpo- 
“riority. which made the world frond before her} - Oh 
inestimable right.-, that have taken from us.pU^Tank 
among nation-, mir importance abroad, and OtU*- hap* 
pieess at home ; that have tuken from us our trade^our 
.“manufactures, and oitr commerce; that haVfij^lucc-d 
“us from the mo-t flourishing' empire in the-Wwdito be 

“one of the most compact, unenviable-^ 

“ face of the globe ! Oh wonder 
“ to take from us all that yet remains! ’ ‘ 

“ to tax America, says the Noble had a 
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“ right, we must do it. •*; Oh miserable and infatuated. 

“ men ! miserable and undone Country I not to know that 
“ right signified nothing without might; thatch'* right 
“ without the pOwer of enforcing it was nugatory and 
“idle in the copyhold of rival state* or of immenaq * 
“bodies!, Qh, says a silfy man, full of hi* prerogative 
“of dominion over a few boasts of the ffidd, there is 
“ excellent wool on the back of ?t wolf, and, therefore, 

“ he must be sheared. What? shear a wojt ? Yes. lint 
“ will he comply? ha*e«you considered flS- trouble? how 
" will yott>getthis wool ? # Oh, I h:i\e con-.idered nothing, 

“ and I will Consider naming. but n»\ tight : a wolf is an 
“animal that has wool ; all uninnl.s ihat have wool are 
“ to be shorn* and, therefore, I will *dieur tb<- ’vp4f.” 

In the division which endued 11«>- <;• «.*t imi<*nt had 
a great advtfhtage, earning tin n Uliv<> by “is votes, 
while there were only 1 l’}> f. r *,|», \*u -miment. The 

debate, however, did not coneluile wuh (lie divt-imi ; it 
was resumed on the Report of the \d Then Burke 

spoke once more; then, ill II '; e ■ W .<11»*i!f tales, Pitt, 
“made a most brilliant ii»n:« i * 

“sidesi* But* continue* W.i:i> . 

Advocate, Henry Dund.M, w in* 4; 
most surprise. Affictiug r 11 .ir ! 
said almost to adopt the hne e*e.*. * * 

' vetoed to accuse the Mini-ier* «>t di-mnmii. and to blame 
-OHIO who in council did noi d<-ii\ <-r th*.i - ****< re opinion. 
However, with all this air Ilf iranl.m I* u eoiild -ee 
what he meant, or whom he blamed; ;i!td tie- more la¬ 
wn# pressed the move el.-run- he gn-\^* Alter Mieh a 
speech, to retain in office tl?i~ able and •-'< fpienl, but now 
insubordinate* placemMil, \?a* certain !j a clear sign of 
the weaknessbf the Government. 

OttotJfgna of that weak tie *> followed in <pii<'k sue- 
cession,^^ftwitbstsnding 1 it*' large majority on the tir-t 
day, U/;gp&*. manifest tluit many independent colliery 
gcutloitot i-^atttftiir head Mr. Tlmiint- Pmvy*. tl«**u .Mi-rn-^ 

her for ^lOlNltamptonshire, atuf afterward - .Loy *L i l ford — 

■- . . , 

• Hitt. vol xxii. p. 7tin.' extracts from 

Horace 1 givnn by Lurd John Kuvcll in bia 

9. 
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were resolved to ptirebe no fuSlter the Contest wi th the 
Colonies. Only a few days afterwards* when'the Array 
Estimates were moved. Sir James Ldwtbcr, wtebiided by 
Mr. Powys, interposed with a Resolution ihat the war 
turned on in North America had 1 been in^edfcuL To 
guard against dangerous defection In his^anks, it be- 
ettpic necessary for Lord North to expiate those altered 
views ut which the Lolrd Advocate had hfntod. * JSe was 
willing, he said, to declare his honest opinion that it 
would not hr Wise or right to goon with the American 
war as we had done, that is qp a continental plan, by 
sending armies to march through the province from 
south In north. Even 1I1L acknovvlcdgment^as'a kind 
of sigiiitunr notice to our enemies— ho would have with¬ 
held, had it not hern declared already, in the clearest 
manner, hv the moderation of the Estimatfe laid Upon 
the Table. The Mstimates showed that Government 
could have no intention to send out a fresh army for 
that of Lord Cornwallis. Hut did not gentlemen per¬ 
ceive the necessity there mifjhl he for retaining' certain 
posts in Aiueriua, for the convenience even of -carrying 
on tin* war airain-t France and Spain ? MuStWe not 
have ports and harbour* there to give us an oppojhtUmty 
.of acting on the seas ? And would gentlemen, byadopt¬ 
ing Sir .Janie-! Lowther’s Resolution, tie Up thotemds of ' 
Government both hv ^ea and land? , 


Of the debate whieh en-ued upon this important State¬ 
ment of the Ministerial poliev, Horace Walpole gives 
the follow mg account : 14 Tin- Lord Advocate pretendetl 

“to under'lainl Lord Nortli Mleclaring against* a land 
“war. Charles Fo\ pressed'Lord Nortli, over and over 
“ again, to say if (hut was his* meaning, but to Would not 
“say a word more. Lord Geoi-gu Gormainctalkod of 
“the unauimitv of Ministers, but no mdrial ^NdlCved 
“him. linrhe made a wild passionate speech. y'fia was 
“ mow grown m> heated and uttered sucll. rhapsodies, 

• .■.“that lie was generally very heard.'* remark¬ 

able, considering the extent of concosrionjiq which 
Lord North had gone, that Sir Re¬ 

solution was rejected but by a majority m ;fwy*onfl. 

In another of these debates Sir GeorgeSatjfta indulged 
in a classical Conceit, equal at^fcratv 3Pfc-l"* kI in's. 



